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1 1 THE RTO we have e no mee 
than a ſuperficial account of the different wars in 
which Ayder Ali Khan has been engaged againſt 
the Marattas, the Engliſh, and other enemies, 
who envied his n \g or" irended his power. 
The true reaſon Hy the former actions of this 
celebrated eonqueror have not: been given in a 
more ample manner ina the preſent work; is, that 
the Author, not having joined the army of the 
Nabòb before the times of the war on the coaſt of 
Malabar, did not think it neceſſary to ſpeak 
J concerning military operations ne 
1; | on y 


"0 THE HISTORY OF 
3 bam acquainted with ſubjects of this 
nature, muſt be ſenſible; how very imperfect an 
idea of the particulars of any war can be gather- 
ed from the accounts of officers, who, engaged 
in their own duty, cannet have much opportu- 
nity tofcontemplate the general ſcene of action. 
To diſplay the character, the genius, and the 
talents of Ayder, with regard to the art of war, 
it would doubtleſs have been highly intereſting to 
have deſcribed all the marches; ſieges, and bat- 
tles, in which he has exerted himſelf. But the 
curioſity of the reader will be amply fatisfied in 
the following volume, by the details given of 
facts that happened during the war between Ay- 
der and the !Engliſh,/ The Author will at leaſt 
relate what he has ſeen, and clearly come to the 
5 knowledge of ;, with, the aſſurance that this,” of 
all the wars in which * Ayder has been engaged, 
is the beſt adapted to make known the great abi- 
Lites: of that Nabob ; becauſe infthig he had to 
contend with enemies who poſſeſſed the e 
advantage of the military ſcience and diſcipline. 
It will be eaſy to judge, from the war be | 
the: years: 156 7- and 1769, of "the 1 
event of the preſent Way which: ommencnd. in 
1 0 281 
| —_— hom to 8 eee 
the more intereſting, a8 it forms an epoch j — 
the hiſtory of :3he: Kuaropeans ia. India; finge 
is the: firſt wat the Europeans,haye Eniſhed by 
- alking peace ofthe: Indians. 1916, Star om 
Before we begin our account of the opera- 


tien of this famous Wag, it will- be proper 1 


give diſplay of the forces of the reſpeRive 
ene ee Nilitt: guinnes ( iel 
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The poſſeſſions of Ayder in the year 1769, 
when he began the war againſt the Engliſh, 
conſiſted of the kingdom of Maſſour; the coun- 
try of Benguelour, that formerly compoſed part 
| of Mayſſour; all the country called Malleam, or 
the Carnatic, in the charts, which words ſignify, 
in two different languages, the Country of Moun- 
tains, and which comprehends all the vallies and 
mountains from Ambour to Madura, Travancor, 
and the coaſt of Malabar; the town. of Scirra; 
the country of Ballapour ; the little kingdom of 
Biſnagar; the kingdom of Canara, which ex- 
tends from Cape Rama northwards, along the 
frontier of Viſapour; and laſtly, the ſovereignty 
of the coaſt of Malabar and the Maldive Iſlands, 
theſe countries being only tributaries.. It may 
be feen, by the chart annexed to this wark, rx 
the dominions of Ayder have the advantage: of 
being connected together, and of being defended, 
on the part of the Engliſh, by mountains and 
narrow entrances. Theſe countries contain, if 
popular report may be credited, above a thou- 
fand fortreſſes, of different magnitudes; a num- 
ber, perhaps, beyond the truth; however, as an 
eye-witneſs, I can affirm them to be very many. 
All the large fortreſſes or garriſons are guarded 
by the troops of the army, which are changed 
from time to time; and by garriſon ſoldiers, who 
are a kind of militia, and ſerve for leſs. pay than 
the regular troops. The ſmaller fortreſſes are 
maintained only by this latter order of military; 
and, in caſe of any alarm, the inhabitants of the 
mountains take arms, throw themſelves into the 
forts, and defend them with obſtinacy ſufficient 
to require a ſiege. Theſe fortreſſes, which ſeem 
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186 THE HISTORY OF 
to have been conſtructed to defend the country 


againſt the incurſions of the Marattas, have 
trenches, and baſtions or towers: many of them 
have their revetement of ſtone or brick; but the 


greater part, eſpecially in the flat country, have 


their embankments of red earth, which poſſeſſes 


the property of acquiring, in a ſhort time, the 


Hardneſs of "bricks baked in the ſan. © They are 


all kept in the beſt repair, or at leaſt have 


been, ever ſince ey” Wenne, the n eg of 
| Ayder. R " 


The dominions of this prince abound' in rice, 


and every other” neceſſary of life, as well as in 
cattle of every kind; that is to ſay, oxen, ſheep, 
goats, and elephants. As to the horſes and ca- 
mels, they are for the moſt part brought out of 


other coun guntries; and Ayder, by making a pro- 


per uſe of his money, is always provided with a 
great number of horſes and elephants, the moſt 
ufeful animals in war. He has always a reſerve 
of theſe in the villages, to the number of three 
hundred elephants, and from fifteen to twenty 


thoufand horſe. To be always provided with a 


ſupply of ' theſe very neceſſary animals, he never 


fails to purchaſe all that are offered -to him, pro- 


vided"they be robuſt and ſtrong, and the owners 

will part with them for the price he ſets upon 
them, after a ſtrict examination; and, as his of- 
fers are very equitable, dealers come to him from 
all parts, to preſent the fineſt of theſe animals for 


| his inſpection. 


To all theſe means and indueements FOR 
night lead the Nabob to enter into a war with 
the Engliſh, we may add the aſſurance he had 
that the Engliſh, being aimoſt without cavalry, 
could not prevent. his army. from being pic 

wit 
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with proviſions from all parts of his dominions: 
and above all the immenſe treaſures he poſſeſſed, 
which, joined to the conſiderable revenues of 
his kingdoms and ſtates, put him in a fituation 
to ſupport with eaſe the moſt long and expenſive 
war. In the year we ſpeaks of (276 ½)rall the 
forces of Ayder Ali Khan were eſtimated at 
about one hundred and eighty or two hundred 
/thouſand men, of Which twenty- five thouſand 
were cavalry : but; as it was neceſſary to gar. 
'riſon. all the fortfeſſes, and leave ſome troops on 
the frontiers, the army? he led againſt the Eng- 
Jiſh' might be from fifty tol fifty- ive thouſant 
men; of which eighteen thouſand were cavalry, 
namely, ten thouſand" of excellent cavalry; and 
about eight thouſand Marattas, Pandaris, and 
others, that cannot be better compared than tb 
the Coſſaeks who follow' the Ruſſian army, being 
fit for - no ſervice” but: to ravage” the *country, or 
rob the baggage of an army: The infantry con- 
ſiſted of twenty thouſand Topaſſes, or Seapoys, 
- *armedowith+ ſixteen thouſand good firelocks, be- 
cauſe all the officers, down to the corporals, have 
no muſquets; beſides, this being the cuſtom in 
the Indian armies, Ayder was not in poſſeſſion 
bol a ſufficient number of good muſquets to arm 
his troops better: they who were left in garri- 
ſon, were armed with an inferior kind, with 
wooden ram-rods, ' The reſt of the infantry were 
Peadars, Carnates, or Caleros, armed with match- 
locks and lances. 9 39494 F Sr 
The number of Europeans was about ſeven 
hundred and fifty. They were divided into two 
companies of dragoons or huſſars, two hundred 
und fifty cannoniers, and the officers and ſerje- 
EEE K Ants 
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ants diſperſed among the regiments of grenadier 
a Topaſſes. ES | 

There were likewiſe e troop, armed: with 
arms either unknown or out of uſe at preſent in 
Europe, to the number of about one thouſand 
men, mounted two and two on running camels, 
having each à firelock of a great length, that 
threw a ball of about three ounces to a prodigi- 
ous diſtance. Theſe arms have an iron reſt 
fixed on the barrel 3. and the ſoldiers, who are 
excellent markſmen, follow the cavalry, and 
plant themſelves in covered places to flank the 
enemy, among whoſe cavalry they keep up a 
very deſtructive fire. This body of troops have 
the ſingular privilege of an enſign for every ten 
men; whether it be an honour, or a Piece of 
; policy to-; deceive the enemy into an opinion, 
from the number of ſtandards, that they are op- 
poſed by a numerous corps of infantry.- Thi he 
troop is very ancient, being, according to all ap- 
pearance, the firſt among the Indians that bore 
fe- arms. The ſame number, of about one 

thouſand or twelve hundred men, carried rockets 
or ſuſees of iron, which are boxes of plate iron, 
made in the form of fuſees, and attached to di- 
rection rods: they are of various ſizes, ſome 
containing more than one pound of powder or 
compoſition, and fly to the diſtance of a thou- 
ſand yards. Many of theſe rockets are charged 
to burſt ; others are ſharpened at the end; and 
others are pierced at the fotemoſt end, being : 
charged ſo; that the wind  aQs ſtrongly on the 

flame, and ſets fire to the matters it may ſtrike 
in its courſe. This implement is, on the whole, 
far more expenſive than uſeful z which, 1 ſup- 
poſe, _ ariſes from the want of care and at- 

tention 
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tention in making them up: however they have 
been ſometimes productive of dreadful effects, by 
ſetting fire to * ammunition waggons. Theſe 
rockets are very well adapted for ſetting fire to 
towns and villages in which the enemy have ma- 
gazines. A body of cavalry, not uſed to this 
kind of inſtrument, would be quickly thrown''in- 
to diſorder by it; for the rockets falling at the 
feet of the horſes, emit a flame reſembling” that 
of a forge furnace, which frightens them; and 
when they burſt, they do conſiderable mifchief. 
It is no ſmall advantage, that they deſeribe a 
curve line, and may therefore be thrown by peo- 
ple that are covered by a line of infantry, The 

Engliſh made uſe of them againſt the cavalry of 
Ayder; but, as it was habituated to the fire by 
various exerciſes performed with paper rockets, 
the horſes, inſtead of being frighted, marched 
fiereely over then.. 85 

A troop of Arabs, armed with bows and ar- 
rows, arrived at Syringpatnam a fhort time be- 
fore the departure of the army. The men were 
well-made, ſtrong, and active; but, as Ayder did 
not ſuppoſe the arms they hore would have much 
effect on the enemy, he formed them inte two 
companies; one clothed in red, which he joined 
to his Savari; and the other, in blue, he gave 
to the commandant of Europeans, to apply to 
any ſervice he might think proper. They were 
very adroit in killing birds and game with their 
i ne TIO es bows - 


— 


According to the relation given by the Engliſh of the battle 
gained by Ayder againſt. the colonels Baylie and Fletcher, a rocket 

having ſet fire to an ammunition waggon, which in blowing up ſet 
fire'to two others, the battle was loft; becauſe Tipou Saeb, fon 


* 


of Ayder, with his cavalry, fell upon the Engliſh infantry,” which 


the expleſion had throwa into diſorder, 


4 
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bows and arrows, which rer large, and very 
much ornamented. 0 
The army of Nizam: Sts. Suba af Dian, | 
King of Golconda, &c. was reckoned one hun- 
dred thouſand ſtrong ; but he had not more than 
forty thouſand fighting men, of which thirty 
thouſand. were cavalry, and,ten-..thouſand infan- 
try. -, Scarcely two thouſand: of the infantry were 
armed with firelocks; the reſt had only that kind 
of muſket that is called Cailletaux in India. The 
infantry was, however, commanded by a brave 
man, named Abderaman Khan, who had ſerved 
under Meſſrs. Bourdonnaye and Buſſi. This laſt 
cauſed him to be promoted to the command 
he poſſeſſed. He was very ſenſible of the bad 
ſtate of his cab, which was beſides' very ul 
© TORIES 
/ The came. was. ond, but. oh beiter fob 
ſhew than ſcrvice z every chief being proprietor 
and abſolute maſter of his own troop. ,. Fol- 
lowing. the army, for the moſt part, only as 
vaſſals of the empire, they were very little diſ- 
poſed to riſque their life and their cattle in any 
war, except when animated by the dcfire of 
tevenge, the hope of plunder, or ſome other 
paſſion. | 
Theſe chiefs were the ad et lads 
of Decan; ſuch as Ram Schander, a Maratta 
prince, who bears the name of Alexander, his 
ſuppoſed. or pretended anceſtor; the three Na- 
bobs or Patane princes of Sanour, Carpet, and 
| Canour, &cz 
The army was followed by a multitude of mer- 
| chants, working tradeſmen, women, and ſervants, 
which occaſioned the camp to be vaſtly. extend- 
ed; and would have rendered it an WY, matter 


for 
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for the Engliſh to ſurpriſe it, if Ayder bad been 
poſſeſſed of leſs experience and vigilance. The 
army of the Suba, though capable of doing very 
little ſervice in actual war, added vaſtly to the 
reputation of Ayder, and might have procured 
him many allies; but the well-founded ſuſpicions 
he entertained againſt Rocum Daulla, and even 
againſt Nizam, obliged him to be on his guard, 
againſt a ſtroke of perfidy, that would have been 
of more conſequence. to him than the loſs of a 
battle. Beſides, an indifference and coolneſs 
very ſoon aroſe between the two Subas, by rea- 
ſon of the continual wants of Nizam and all his 
chiefs ; and Ayder was not diſpoſed to comply 
with their repeated requeſts for money, leſt he 
ſhould by that means loſe both his money and his 
allies. He moreover repented that he had not 
Previouſly agreed that Nizam, after having given 
the inveſtiture of the Nabobſhip of Arcot to his 
ſon, ſhould return to his ſtates. It will be ſeen, 
in future, that theſe allies very 108 ſeparated 
from each other. 
The united army poſſeſſed a very conkiderabli 
train of artillery, conſiſting of at leaſt one hundred 
and ten pieces of large cannon. That of Ayder 
was more numerous, better provided with am- 
munition, better mounted, and ſerved by good 
European cannoniers ; but, out of ſixty pieces 
of cannon, he had thirty of iron. The artillery 
of Nizam, on the contrary, was all fine European 
braſs cannon; ard thirty, at leaſt; were French 
pieces, caſt in the reign of Louis XIV.; being 
the remaining artillery: of the ſquadron of M. de 
la Haye, which was loſt in a hurricane in the 
road of Maſulipatam : 4his port then belonged to 
the Kings of BN Subas cf Decan, who 


recovered. 
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recovered the cannon of the ſunken veſſels, which 
has by ſucceſſion come into the hands of Nizam 
Daulla. This beautiful artillery was ill provided 
with ammunition, badly mounted, and ſerved 
by Laſcars, or Indian gunners, who | are OY 
3 and unſkilful. | 

Ayder likewiſe employed in this war 4 final! 
army of about ſix thouſand men, returned from 
the coaſt of Malabar. He entruſted the command 
of this detachment to Maffous Khan, a man who he 
knew had no pretenſions to military ſkill; but, in 
his opinion, able to cauſe the people of Madura, 
| Whoſe ſovereign he was, to revolt. This able 
negociator and keen politician was, however, 
unfortunate in the attempt to become a warrior; 
for Colonel Beck, a German in the ſervice of the 
Engliſh, pretending to fly before him, enticed 
him into the center of Madura, and ſucceeded in 
taking him priſoner. | 

We do not reckon the fleet of Ayder among 
his forces: it was then compoſed of an old ſhip 
purchaſed of the Danes, pierced! for ſixty guns, 
but - furniſhed with no more than fifty; three 
others of twenty four, or thirty-two guns; ſeven 
or eight palms, veſſels both for rowing and failing, 
and carrying twelve or fourteen guns; and about 
twenty galivats, or large galliots, carrying eighty 
men, and two cannons. Three or four of the Eng- 
liſh company's frigates, that are always ready arm- 
- ed in the Indian ſea, would have been ſufficient to 
have diſperſed this little fleet. An Evgliſhman, 
whom Ayder had appointed his admiral, having 
carried the large veſſel to Bombay to refit, it was 
ſeized, and declared good prize, as ſoon as the 
commencement of hoſtilities was known: an 


200 on 
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action that Ayder has always regarded as perfi- 


dious on the part of the Engliſh. 


The power of the Engliſh 3 in India was in its 
meridian in the year 1967. That nation poſe. 
ſeſſed the whole of Bengal, the richeſt, the moſt 
tertile, and the moſt populous of all the provinces - 
in the empire; the number of its inhabitants, 
being eſtimated at nine millions ,when it fell into 
the hands of the Engliſh; but ſince reduced to 
ſix millions, at moſt, by their vexatious and bar= 
barous government. Beſides this province, they 
poſſeſſed all the coaſts of Orixa and Coromandel, 
having no other limits inland than the gates, or 
mountains; the large towns of Surat and Cam- 
baya, the former of which is the moſt trading port 
of all India; the iſland of Bombay, and the coun- 
try of Salſete, on the Maratta frontier ; the forts 
of Tillicherry, Mondeli, and Anz ingue, on the 
coaſt of Malabar; beſides a number of factories 
and different eſtabliſhments, ſuch as are on the 
iſland of Sumatra, too remote to be of any advan- 
tage in the preſent war. The territorial reve- 
nues of all theſe poſſeſſions exceeded two hundred 
millions of French money *, as the author of 
theſe Memoirs is well aſſured; having had in his 
hands the ſtate of the Engliſh Company's affairs, 
which was given to the king of England, and his 
Privy Council. | 

The forces of the Engliſh i in India were more - 
than ninety thouſand men: namely, eight regi- 
ments of Engliſh infantry, of one thouſand men 
each, three on the eſtabliſhment of Madras 
three on that of Bengal, and two on that of Bom- 
bay; beſides twelve hundred men forming the 


K . | arillery 


* In round numbers, about 8, 700, oool. ſterling, 
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artillery companies on the ſeveral eſtabliſhments ; 
and one thouſand or twelve hundred invalids in 
garriſon at various places. The Indian troops 
conſiſted of ſixty- four regiments of one thouſand 
Seapoys each; of which thirty were on the eſta- 
bliſhment of Madras. Their cavalry might be 
eſtimated at about four thouſand horſe, twelve 
hundred only being on the Madras eſtabliſhment. 
All this cavalry was Indian, except about four 
hundred Europeans. General Smith, after leav- 
ing the neceſlary garriſons, had at his diſpoſal 
five thouſand Europeans, two thouſand five hun- 
dred Seapoys, two thouſand five hundred horſe, 
including two hundred Europeans; twelve hun- 
dred Indians taught the Engliſh exerciſe, and 
commanded by European officers. 'The remain- 
der of his army contained the cavalry of Mehemet 
Ali Khan; a troop not only much inferior in 

number to that of Ayder, but even unfit to face 
the cavarly of that ſovereign, by reaſon of their 
want of diſcipline, and the bad ſlate of the 
' horſe. Is 1 þ us f 
The Engliſh have never yet ſucceeded in the 
attempt to form a good troop of European horſe 
in India. As they have ſent a regiment of dra- 
goons from England, it is probable that their ar- 
rival may place the affair on another footing. 
Though it may not immediately be conceived, 
the reaſon of the want of ſucceis in forming their 
intended troop of - horſe, conſiſted in the good 
diſcipline to which they were deſirous of ſubjeQting 
them. | 1 Aae 
The excellence of the Engliſh cavalry is ſuf- 
ficiently acknowledged in Europe; and its advan- 
tages conſiſt leſs in the goodneſs of the horſe, 
than in the choice of the horſemen. The pay of 

| | 2 horſeman 
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a horſeman in England is ſuch as renders his ſitu- 
ation very eligible ; ſo that the ſons of rich far- 
mers and tradeſmen are very deſirous of entering into 
the ſervice, this being the caſe, it is in the power 
of the officers to ſele& handſome, well-formed 
men, of good character, and to keep them in 
good diſcipline merely by the fear of being diſ- 
miſſed. The officers Who were firſt entruſted 
with the formation of a body of cavalry in India, 
thought to eſtabliſh and preſerve the ſame diſci- 
pline among them, without attending to the great 
difference of time, place, and perſons. The re- 
cruits ſent from England to India are in general 


libertines, and people of bad character: and, as 


the Company will not diſmiſs a ſoldier, all the 
puniſhment inflifted on a horſeman is, to reduce 
kim to ſerve in the infantry ; ſo that a man is no 
ſooner put among the cavalry, than he is ſent back 
again to his former ſtation. The French have 
ſucceeded in forming very good cavalry in India, 
by attending more to their. horſemanſhip, and 
leſs to their diſcipline and manners. 

The Engliſh at Madras, in addition to all theſe 


troops, in number above thirty thouſand *, had 
the diſpoſition of the troops of Mehemet Ali 


Khan; with thoſe of ſome Palleagars, and of 
Morao, a Maratta chief; which altogether might 


be about twenty thouſand men. The whole army 


to be employed in the defence of Arcot was con- 


ſequently at leaſt fifty thouſand men; and Ayder 


was likewiſe under the neceſfity of marching in 
perſon againit eight thouſand troops on the Bombay 
eſtabliſhment, who attacked. him at Mangalor, 
the centre of his kingdom of Canara M4 $h4 


 -- Gene- ; 


® There is ſome error either in this number, or in the enumer- 
ation page 18, as they do not agree together, P. 
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General Smith had the advantage of poſſeſſing 
an army for the moſt part better diſciplined, and 


more practiſed in their evolutions, than that of 
Ayder; with a numerous corps of Europeans, 
capable alone, as was generally believed before 5 


this war, of beating the twelve hundred thouſand 


men, which Mehemet Sha, emperor of the Mo- 


gols, oppoſed againſt Nadir Sha, king of Perſia *. 
His artillery was ſerved by a ſufficient number of 
officers and men, bred up in the ſervice: in ſhort, 


he had officers and engineers of every kind to 


ſecond him; and was himſelf certainly much ſu- 
perior to Ayder in military knowledge. With all 


theſe advantages, and a ſuperiority of double the 


number of firelocks, he was certain of gaining 
every battle, in which the nature of the place, 
or the poſt he might take, was ſuch as to prevent 
the cavalry of Ayder from acting to advantage. 

The advantages of General Smith over Ayder 
were balanced by very great diſadvantages : 
namely, firſt, the inferiority of his cavalry, which 
obliged him to reduce the theatre of war as much 
as poſſible to the mountainous country : ſecondly, 
the impoſſibility of his preventing the cavalry 
from ravaging the country, and cutting off his 


convoys: thirdly, the very great difficulty of 


procuring 


— 


* This way of thinking among the Europeans was partly occa- 
fioned by the attack of the army of Nazerzing, above three hun- 


dred thouſani ſtrong, by eight hundred French, commanded by 


M. de la Touche. The courage of this ſmall French. army, and 
ſtill more of their general, is not perhaps to be parallelled in any 
hiſtory either ancient or modern. But the. ſucceſs that attended 
their attempt, on that glorious day which decided the fate of an 
empire, is due to the policy of M. Dupleix, and the treachery of 
the chiefs and miniſters of Nazerzing; in the ſame manner as the 
facceſs of Nadir Sha originated in the intelligence he held with 
Nizam El Movlouc, the Grand Vifir, and other chiefs of the 


Mogol army. | 
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procuring a ſufficient number of oxen for the 
conveyance of his artillery, ammunition, and - 
baggage; a difficuly of ſuch importance, that 
it reduced him to the neceſſity of having an inferior 
train of artillery, and to ſpare his proviſions and 
ſtores beyond what would otherwiſe have been 
_ neceſſary. But the greateſt embarraſſment he 
ſuffered conſiſted in his dependance on the go- 
vernor and council of Madras; who, without 
having any well-founded knowledge of the forces 
of Ayder, either with reſpe& to number or diſ- 
cipline—and who, at the ſame time ignorant of 
the nature of the country, were inceſſantly giv- 
ing orders contrary to his views, and every ra- 
tional principle of war; and even went ſo far 
as to reproach him for the ravages made by 
Ayder's cavalry, though in his advice to them 
previous to the commencement of the war, he 
had predicted this conſequence to them. And 
as thoſe gentlemen never loſt ſight of the occa- 
ſions for enriching themſelves, they ſupplied the 
army by means of contractors, with whom they 
were in league; treating the inhabitants of 
Madras in the moſt vexatious and odious man- 
ner, under pretence of furniſhing the army with 
 Keceflaries sx. 1 e als 7! 
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* Two ſingular methods of plundering were invented upon this: 
occaſion. The firſt was, that inſtead of ſupplying. the troops 
with arrack, an article eafily procured over all the country, it 
was thought proper to give them rum; becauſe it could be had 

only from Batavia, and conſequently afforded means of enriching 

thoſe who were concerned in procuring it. The ſecond related to 
the ſupplying the army with beaſts of carriage. As no one could be 
found who would engage to furniſh the army with oxen for the 
artillery, ' baggage, &c. they took them by force from the inha- 
bitants; but, inſtead of paying for them at the rate of fix or 
eight pagodas, their real value, they took them on hire, ata 

Pagoda per month. At the end of the firſt month, they paid the 
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3 hough we have ſpoken of the departure of 
General Smith to take poſſeſſion of ſeveral pla- 
ces in the dominions of Ayder, we have not hi- 


therto ſpoken of his operations; our intention be- 


ing to unite all the military operations of this in- 
tereſting war in one continued narration. The 


Engliſh General made ſeveral ſieges during the 


time of the preparations and negociations of Ay- 


der. He took Tripetour, Vaniambari, and Sin- 


gueman, without much difficulty; that is to ſay, 


each of theſe ill-fortified places held out ſome. 


days. He likewife took Caveripatnam, whoſe 


fortreſs did not yield til! ſeventeen days after the 
trenches were opened; and he beſieged Kiſnagari, 


a fortreſs on a {ſteep mountain, where he was ob- 
liged to raiſe the ſiege, after having made two aſ- 
faults; in the laſt of which he loſt twenty-four 
grenadiers, beſides ſoldiers. This was the on! 

Place deſended by an European officer —. 


owner 3 pagoda; but on the expiratimm of the ſecond, they in- 


tormed him that his beaſt was dead. The ox thus obtained out 


of the hands of its proprietor, was paſſed to the account of the 
Company, as purchaſed at its full value; though, by this infa- 
mous manœuvte, it ceſt no more than a Pagoda. If the pr: - 


erf. choſen to have ſert a ſervant with his ox, he muſt 
ve paid hira five rupces per month, inſtead of three and a half, 


which is the value of the pagoda of Madras. By the operation of 


this happy project, the country was ſocn ſtripped of all its cattle; 
no one chuſing to purchaſe any, for the purpoſe of ſeeing them- 


"ſelves robbed with impunity. In ccnſequence of this, the great- 
er part of the army neceffaries were obliged to be carried Ly 


men. | 1 
The name of this officer was Conſtantin, a native of Ander- 


nac en the Rhine, in the electorate of Cologn. He came to India 
with Ficher's troop, in 1754; and married a Portugueſe, by 


" whom he had a very beautiful daughter: he was ſerjeant when 
M. Hughel commanded the Europeans in Ayder's army. The of- 


| ficers diſcovered that, together with his wife, he was in treaty 


with the Nabob about ſelling his daughter: they regarded this 
tranſactien as an infamous piece of buſineſs, that would Cn: 4 i 
228 4 a : the 


| 3#T 0 ER AE EHER: r99 
It was during the ſiege of this place that the 
armies of Ayder and Nizam began to move to- 
wards the enemy. Kiſnagari is twenty-two leagues 
from Benguelour, by the road that can be taken 
by an army; and, in order to arrive at this latter 
place, it is neceſſary to go through narrow paſſes, 
which are very eafily defended. en, 
Ayder directed his march ſo that, at the end of 
the ſecond day, he found himſelf four leagues from 
the foot of the mountains; being oppoſite the 
paſs of Vailour, which opens about four leagues 
from Caveripatnam, a town and fortreſs on the 
Paler, ſeven leagues from the paſs of Kiſnagari, 
which was on the right, and about ſix leagues from 
the paſs of Ventigheri, which is about two leagues. 
and a half from Vaniambari. No precaution 
was taken to prevent the Engliſh general from 
being adviſed of the departure of the army from 
Benguelour; and conſequently he was ſoon ad- 
viſed of that event, as well by his ſpies, as by 
ſecret informers, he paid in the army of Ni- 
n 8 al 


General Smith, on receipt of this advice, raiſ- 


ed the ſiege of Kiſnagari, and poſted himſelf to 
+ „ 

the Europeans in the army. M. Hughel ſent for him, to en- 
quire concerning the deſigu laid to his N which he denied. 
A young officer in the army offered to eſpoule the girl; and the 
father received the propoſal with gratitude. M. Hughel, in favour 
of the marriage, at the ſame time promoted the father: but that 

very night the parents ſold their daughter to Ayder, for fifty thou- 
ſand rupees ; and Ayder ſent them into the country of Benguelour. 
Conſtantin has ever ſince that time lived at a diſtance from the 
army. After the brave defence of the fortreſs of Kiſnagari, the 
inhabitants of the flat country brought their moſt valuable effects, 
and e ee them in the place for ſecurity: he opened the boxes 
and cabinets, taking out the richeſt property, to a vaſt amount, and 
eſcaped to Goa; from whence he went to Bombay, and after- 
. wards to Europe. Ayder's French ſurgeon affirms, that the girl 
| | | Fo as 
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defend the paſs of Vailour; and that with ſo much 


the more reaſon, as it was the only paſſage through 


which artillery could be conveyed ; and being in 
the centre, with Caveripatnam in his rear, he was 
better ſituated to repair to the defence of the paſs 
Ayder might attempt; or to retire in ſafety, if 


neceſſary. 
Ayder convened a es of war, at which 


Rocum Daulla aſſiſted. Its object was, to decide 
which of the three paſſes they ſhould attempt to 
force; and in order that every one might form an 
opinion with ſufficient knowledge of the buſineſs, 
he produced charts of the different paſſages, in 
which every particular was exaQly delineated.— 


The council decided, that as the Engliſh were 


_ Poſted with all their r to guard the paſs of 
Vailour, it was proper to iſſue forth by that of 
Ventigheri; the paſs of Kiſnagari being abſolute- 
ly impracticable for artillery: and though the ar- 


my of Nizam, by reaſon of its being encamped to 


the left of Ayder's forces, was nearer this paſs, | 
yet Ayder, according to the agreement, undertook 
to form the advanced guard with bis army. In 
conſequence, orders were given to march at two 


in the morning, in a ſingle column, leaving all the 


baggage | in the camp. 


The Carnates, and other irregular troops, from 


ed the head of the column; who were followed by 


all the Seapoys, each preceded by the grenadiers, 


and followed by the horſe. The artillery came 
next, led by two thouſand Topaſſes, their grena- 
- diers, and the European cannoniers. And laſtly, 
two companies of European cavalry cloſed the 


march, 


has ſince told him that ſhe eſteemed herſelf fortunate in being ſold 
to the Nabob, as her father and mother might have made a more 
ſhameful traffic with her, if ſhe had ſtaid with them. 
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march, and completed the column. Ayder, at the 
head of two thouſand horſe, marched on the right 

flank of the column. 222 1 5 
The Engliſh being informed of the order and 
direQion of this march, moved to oppole Ayder, 
and to gain the paſs of Ventigheri before him: a 
thing eaſily done, as they had but three leagues 
to paſs over. But it. was an unexpected manceu- 
vre to them, when, after an hour's march, the 
Europeans, the grenadier 'Topaſles, and ſucceſ- 
ſively the artillery and all the other Topaſſes, made 
a turn to, the right, and marched. for the paſs of 
Vailour with the utmoſt celerity. . | 1 
As this troop was ſuppoſed to have no other 
deſtination than to eſcort the artillery, it was con- 
trived, in the courſe of the march, that there 
ſhould be a conſiderable. interval between them 
and the cavalry that preceded the Topaſſes, in 
order that this counter-march might be leſs per- 
ceived; the chief of the Europeans, who had the 
command of this part of the army, being alone 
entruſted with the ſecret *.. The ſtratagem ſuc- 
ceeded perfectly well. The huſſars and dragoons 
paſled full {peed through the paſs, which is long, 
narrow, and winding, but very even ground. 
They were followed by the European cannon- 
iers, and the grenadier Topaſſes, who ran with 
Res K 5 „ 


* When the army was commanded to haſten its march, on the 
news that the Europeans had taken poſſeſſion of he pats of Vailour,, 
2 ſurgeon of the army, thinking to do wonders; took the opportu= 
nity ot a Patmar going from Mahe to Pondicherry, to write to the 
governor of that place: We are in full march to deſcend to the 
4 Coaſt. Our commandant, who ſerves as a guide to the armies, 
has forced a paſſage by the ſtrait of Vailour.“ The Patmar 
Ving no realon to avoid the Engliſh army, General Smith took 
is 1 from him, and ſent it to the governor of Madras. It 
. Nas fiace been uſed as an authentic piece to ſhew the connection be- 
tween. the French governor and Ayder Ali Khau. | 2 
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great expedition, though they had already march - 
ed quickly over an interval of four leagues. Ge- 
neral Smith had been careful to leave ſome of the 
infantry of Mehemet Ali, and a party of Indian 

_ horſe, at the entrance of this paſs; but a body of 

| Ayder's cavalry, that had paſſed the ſtrait of Kiſ- 
nagari, having appeared in the plain, followed by 
the garriſon of that fortreſs, the troops left by the 
Engliſh abandoned the paſs, andretired with great 
haſte to Caveripatnam. At the inſtant the Eu- 
ropean commandant cleared the paſs, he met Ba- 
houd Khan *, commander of cavalry, who came 
himſelt to acquaint him that he found no oppoſi- 
tion. On this news he gave orders to fire nine 
cannon,” three and three; the ſignal agreed be. 
1 5 tween 


* Bahoud Khan was a Patane chief, that eſcaped the maſſacre, 
cauſed by Anaverdi Khan, of the Patanes in the ſervice of the Na- 
bob of Arcot. All his family periſhed; and himſelf and his brother 
: e elcapedonly on account of their youth. Their mother having re- 
mt tired with them to Pondicherry, M. Dupleix atterwards gave him 
why * a commiſſion to raiſe a body of cavalry in the ſervice of France; 

and he became commandant of the Indian cavalry, M. Dupleix 
employed and encouraged this Patane, who has exerted himſelf on 

all occaſions to ſhew his attachment to the French. He quit ted the 
ſervice of Nizam Ali Khan to pals into that of Ayder. This Na- 

bob one day ſaid to him, I wonder Bahoud Khan, that you, 
© who had above fifteen hundred horſe when in the French ſer- 
vice, have no more than three hundred at preſent.” “ My 

„ Lord,” replied the other, whenever M. Dupleix ſaid to me, 
Bahoud Khan, you muſt augment your cavalry, he always added, 

* Go to my treaſurer, and he will advance the money you want.“ 

Theſe words were directed at Ayder, who never pays any thing to 

his cavalry till they have paſſed in review before him: however, he 

took no notice; but replied, ** You are always ſo highly attached 

* 4% tothe French, who yet ate much in your debt, and do not ſeem 
e to think of paying you, though Pondicherry is rereſtabliſhed.“ 

e If it had not been for the triendſhip and confidence of the 
„French, anſwered the chief, I ſhould have had nothing, 

« after being robbed of every thing by Anaverdi Khan; 
and if the French have occaſion for my lervice, I ſhall be ready 

4% to ſacrifice what I have left, and my life too.“ This attach- 

ment of him, and many other Indians, has been produced by the 


great talents M. Dupleix peſſeſſes for government. 
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tween him and Ayder that the paſs was free. On 
this ſignal, the Nabob cauſed his whole army to 
march! to the paſs of Vailour, where he arrived 
himſelf, at the head of his cavalry, and ſaw the 
artillery advance, under the conduct of ws Tor 
Paſſes. 

General Smith was ſoon Salbei chat Ayder's 
army was advancing through the paſs of Vailour, 
and retired as quickly as poſſible to Caveripatnam; 
where he did not think it expedient to ſtay, but, 

leaving twelve hundred of his beſt Seapoys, ſame _ 
Topaſſes belonging to the artillery, . and thirty Eu- 
ropean cannoniers, he retired to Tripetour, to be 
nearer aſſiſtance, and at hand to receive the eon- 
voys he expected from Madras, as well as to 
join a body of ſeven or eight thouſand men, com- 
manded by Colonel Wood, who was then em- 
ployed in beſieging the fortreſs of Ahtour, a very 
iIl-fortified place, defended by Carnates; againſt 
which, however, he employed fifteen days, from 
the opening his trenches to the time of its ſur- 
render. General Smith, when he retired, left 
one hundred Indian horſemen, to bring him . 


telligence of the events that e ee in his 
abſence. 1 


The whole army nid Rn of Ayder end) 
through the paſs in the courſe of the day, but the 
baggage and proviſions came through in'the night; 
ſo that the Europeans in the army, who had march- 
ed from day-break till night, and were fatigued, 
as well by that as by hunting (the country abound- 
ing with game) were not very well ſatisfied, at 
night, to be obliged to eat their game, "toaſted as 
well as they could, without bread or rice, to the 


great diverſion of fAyder, who 1 in vain. n adviſed them , 
do wait for the-cooks, 


a . Ayder | 
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Ayder had no ſooner paſſed the mountains 
with his cavalry, than he diſpatched his bro- 
her-in-law,  MoQtum, with four thouſand horſe, 
o purſue the Engliſh army, and inveſt Caveri-' 
patnam. " 

This order was executed with ſo much dili- 
gence'and addreſs, that Caveripatnam was inveſt- 
ed, as well as all the avenues leading to the Eng- 
liſh camp at Tripetour, without it being poſſible 
for General Smith to receive any advice by the 


| hundred horſemen left in the neighbourhood of 


Caveripatnam, who were driven into the town. 
All the Algaras * were interrupted, - and the letters 
being carried to Ayder, convinced him that his 
ſuſpicions of the correſpondence between General 
Smith, and many of the chiefs of Nizam's army, 


were but too well founded. 


Moctum, after leaving the care of the inveſt- 
ment of Caveripatnam to another commander, 
haſtened to the environs of 'Tripetour, and arriv- 
ed during the night behind the ſmall mountains or 
rocks that lie about a league from that place.— 


General Smith, who arrived at his camp the ſe- 


cond evening of his march, ſuppoſed the inactivi- 
ty of Ayder to be the cauſe that he had received 
no news, either from the commander at Caveri- 


patnam, or his friends in Nizam's army. In this 
perſuaſion, he permitted the ſervants, with the 


greateſt part of the oxen belonging to the army, 


to go in ſearch of forage the next morning. As 
ſoon as Moctum ſaw them diſperſed in the plain, 
he detached ſome pandaris, or irregular cavalry, 
_ who chr threw them into terror and diſorder. 


THis 
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This was of courſe. obſerved from the camp and 


fortreſs, and the piquets of cavalry, conſiſting of 


about one thouſand horſe, were diſpatched to chaſe 
the pillagers; who according to their orders, and 


- uſual cuſtom, fled on perceiving the enemy, and 


ſaved themſelves by taking the road near which 
the ambuſcade was. The Engliſh cavalry were no 
ſooner within reach, than Moctum fell upon them, 
and having put them to flight, purſued them with 
ſo much ſpirit, that a party being prevented from 
reaching the camp, and endeavouring to take re- 
fuge in the town, the cavalry of Moctum entered 
with them, and took the place, in ſpite of the 
fire from the fort General Smith, who, on ſight 
of the enemy 's cavalry, had haſtened to draw up 
his forces in order of battle, was apprehenſive of 
being ſurrounded by the cavalry of both armies, 
and conſequently of being obliged to cut his way 
through, in order to procure proviſions and rein- 
forcements; he therefore collected as many oxen, 
and as much baggage, as the circumſtances would 


permit, and marched in three columns, his artil- 


lery and baggage forming the middle column; 


and, leaving the fortreſs of Tripetour, haſtened to 


- 


Singueman, ſituated at the beginning of a chain 
of ſmall mountains, tranſverſal to the great moun- 


tains paſſing by Tirnmale and abutting at Gingi. 


He arrived in ſafety, though much harraſſed by 
Moctum, who took many oxen loaded with bag- 


þ gage, and about two hundred horſemen, with their 


Horſes, of which ſix only were Europeans. : 
This irruption of Moctum, and the total want 


of every kind of advice reſpecting the operations 
of Ayder, ought to have given General Smith a 


very different opinion concerning the military {kill 
| and judgment of this Indian warrior, in compari- 


5 = | ſon 


— > — — 
— — 2 — ͤ—ęœũ—ͤ — 


* —— ry _— — * —— EIS — — = - ihe a 1 
5 5 1 2 — 2 — 22 — N 3 
— Fe. - — — — — — — 5 - —— — — 
= = Sonny » ah . —— : pt - — 
— — « — — , — — . — — — — 
—— — . we A... A — ou — — — —— — —— — — — —_ „ . E — 
N — — , — — —— - * n n e * * " "9" "y y * p 
reer - — : " n _ — * 5 = SOOT - 6 a ** * 2 * N 3 — FO n 
\ "6 . Da N 9 * em * Y ws * 8 ** L * 1 n 
1 . * a ” 8 A 0 7 n « * 
1 » 
- : 
1 1 1 
1 * 
7 " 
N 1 « : 6 9 4 el 
Fo — 


— r 
r 


—— 


— 
o ww 
— 


——— ñ — 


— = 
_ — 9 
* p ” 
0 
4 


1 A — ͤ ˙ w . r 
—— — 
5 o . . — wy — 
1 * 0 — EE — PP ⁵¹.ꝛnꝛnm.. ²˙¹wꝛ̃ UU x _ 
—— — — — — — : * 0 a 
: 1 


206 rHE HISTORY OT 


ſon to thoſe with whom he had hitherto fought: 


but, conſidering that Ayder could not come to 
him without beſieging Caveripatnam or Vaniam- 
bari, places whoſe garriſons might have interrupt- 


ed his convoys, and being at Singueman, diſtant 


from 'Trinmaly only five leagues, by a road ad- 
vantageous for infantry (beſides poſſeſſing the 
advantage of his camp being detended by the 
fortreſs, a large tank or pond, and the river) he 
determined to wait the arrival of Colonel Wood ; 


for which purpoſe he wrote to the council ar 
Madras, to order the zn de of the two 


armies. 


Ayder, the evening after he had paſſed che. 


ſtrait of Vailour, encamped about a league and 


- 


aà Half from Caveripatnam, which was inveſted. 


by his cavalry. He immediately repaired to a 


mountain at a ſmall diſtance, from whence he 
could obſerve every thing that paſſed in the 


town. It was eaſy to perceive, ſrom the burni 


of the houſes. that wauld have favoured their 


approach to the fortreſs, that they intended to 


abandon the town, and retire into this laſt place. 
Ayder, in conſequence, gave orders to the com- 
mandant of his artillery, to get every thing in 


- readineſs for ſcaling the walls by the Caleros, 
the Carnates, and other irregular troops, to pre- 


vent the Engliſh from carrying their effects from 


the town to the fortreſs. This officer, who had 
brought thirty pieces of cannon behind the moun- 


tain, "canſed eight to be drawn acroſs the plain, 


to the; very edge of the ditch, in ſpite of the fire 


1 


of three pieces of cannon the Engliſh had left on 


the ramparts of the town, after carrying the other 
picces into the -fortreſs, whoſe fire could not in- 
Genn them, becaule, maſked by the walls of 


the 
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the town. The Engliſh commandant was fo far 
from expeQing this attack, that, in order to fee 
Ayder's horſe more at his eaſe, he had ſeated 

| himſelf with his officers in a tent on the ramparts, 

at a table covered with bottles. To engage his 
attention, the eight pieces of cannon, eſcorted 

by three battalions of grenadiers and ſome gunners, 
marched directly to the gate on the fide remoteſt 
from the fortreſs; and, having placed them op- 
poſite the gate, they made their firſt diſcharge © 
at the tent of the commandant, and immediatel 
overthrew it : after which they directed them 
againſt the gate, and the towers that defended 

it. The troops that had eſcorted the artil- 
lery laid themſelves flat on the earth behind the 

| hedges and walls, and in the trenches of the 
gardens. | $17 | 

It was about two in the afternoon that this 

cannonade began. During this time, about ten 
thouſand, and as many volunteers *, out of all 
the troops of the two armies appeared ſcattered 
on the plain, and hiding themſelves among the 
gardens and houfes that had been abandoned. 
The Engliſh officers, who had never beheld a 
ſcene of this ſort before, ſuppoſed that this multi- 
tude, arriving without muſquets, had no other 
intention than to rob, or to ſeek for garden-ſtuff 

round the town. They imagined that the attack 
would be made at the breach, and that there 


would 


* When a place is intended to be aſſaulted by an Indian army, 
it is allowed to all thoſe who are not upon duty, to go and riſque 
their lives in attempting to enter the place, to ſhare the plunder. 
Great numbers, both of cavalry and infantry, go on thele expe- 
ditions; and though the huſſars and dragoons have thirty rupees, 
or C. 3. 15s, per month, many of them went in hopes to plunder 


04H unfortunate ſubjects, who are aiterwards indemnified - _ 
by him, 
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would be ſufficient-time to retire into the fortreſs 
at the beginning of the night. 

The town of Caveripatnam is ſurrounded by an 
antique wall and rampart, with towers of hewn 
ſtone: the Palar waſhes part of its walls; but 
this river, which is very broad, was not then 
more than a foot deep: the reſt of the walls was 
defended by a dry ditch of no great depth. 

About three o'clock, the different chiefs of 
the troops deſtined for the attack having given 
notice that they were in readineſs, two ſalvos 
of the eight pieces of cannon ſerved as a ſignal; 
and on the ſecond diſcharge, from eighteen to 
twenty thouſand men iſſued from all parts, with 
loud ſhouts : ſome began to croſs the river; others 
entered the ditch with wretched bamboo ladders; 
others again had only poles with hooks; and 
numbers had faſtened hooks to their turban- 
cloths, which they threw on the ramparts, and 
attempted to ſcramble up; and, laſtly, another 
party were extremely buſy chopping the gates 
with hatchets: the whole ſcene was very ſtriking 
and langhable; and the activity of the aſſailants 
was vaſtly increaſed by the aſtoniſhment of the 
Engliſh, who made no reſiſtance, but haſtened 
to the fortreſs, though not with celerity enough 
'to ſave fifty Seapoys, an Indian captain, and an 
European ſerjeant, who were cut off in their 
retreat: theſe were inſtantly ſtripped, as were 
alſo the inhabitants, who were but few in num 
ber, the more opulent having retired before the 
Engliſh beſieged the place. | | 
It was not without difficulty that the town 
was cleared of theſe ,pillagers, who were flain 
in the houſes and ſtreets 11 be cannon of the 


fortreſs *. | 
mn 
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In the night after the attack a battery of twenty 
pieces of cannon, of eighteen and twenty-four 
pounds, was conſtructed, which announced itſelf 
at fix in the morning: by a full diſcharge, all the 
embraſures being unmaſked at once. The con- 
ſtruction of this battery was facilitated by a wall 
of earth belonging to a-large houſe on an elevated 
ground, which the Engliſh had left ſtanding 
after burning its roof. It is to be obſerved, that 
there is no trouble in Ayder's army, to make 
platforms of wood for the batteries; the earth 
is ſufficiently ſolid, and nothing is to be feared 
from rain during the fine ſeaſon: the pieces are 
always mounted on their carriages, and conſe- 
quently ready to be placed in battery; the car- 
Tiages are very ſolid, and the fellies of the wheels 
very broad, ſo that they do not cut into the earth. 
It muſt likewſe be owned, that in ſieges of no 
great conſequence, as well to ſatisfy the imps- 
tience of Ayder as to quiet the murmurs of the 
gunners, and deceive the enemy, the pioneers 
often give the earth an appearance only of ſoli- 
dity: but, what will appear moſt aſtoniſhing, 
N and perhaps incredible, is, that the battery was 
partly conſtructed with the ſame gabions em- 
ployed in the battery made uſe of by General 
Smith, which was ſtill in good condition, and 
ready to have mounted cannon, if it had not been 
judged proper to place another to better advan- 
tage. The Engliſh commandant had raiſed two 


N cavaliers of earth upon the baſtions that fired on 
the battery, from whence he plunged with four 
WM: _ {ſmall pieces of cannon, which killed and wounded 


many men, excluſive of thoſe who ſuffered from 
the muſquetry ; the battery not being more than 
ſeventy paces from the body of the place: but 
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the officer of Ayder, who conducted the attack, re- 
collecting that the ancient Flibuſtiers took places 
without any other fire- arms than their buccaneers, 
which are long muſquets of a large caliber, 
cauſed about two hundred of them, with their 
guns, to place themſelves in proper poſitions be- 
hind ſome ruins. We have already obſerved that 
they are excellent markſmen; and their fire was 
ſo well directed, that in leſs than un hour it filenc- 
ed that of the ramparts” and cavaliers: ten or 
twelve cannoniers and a number of Seapoys were 
killed the firſt diſcharge; ſo that in a ſhort time 
it became impoſſible for their officers to compel 
them to appear on the rampart: every diſcharge 
of a great gun ſrom the place coſt at leaſt a can- 
nonier, who was either killed or rendered inca- 
pable of fighting. It was this deſtructive fire 
that *, according to the account ef the Engliſh, 
compelled them to hoiſt the white flag at nine in 


the morning, after three hours cannonade at 
moſt, without any breach, except a few ſtones 


that began to be looſned. Ayder was ſo ſurpriſed 


that he could not perſuade himſelf of the truth 
of the fact, but went out of his tent to a rifing 
ground to ſee the flag; beſtowing a diſgraceful 


appellation on the Engliſh, he ordered the com- 


manding officer, who had waited on him for in- 


ſtructions concerning the capitulation, to refufe 


nothing that might be demanded. 


In conſequence of this, captain M.. . . ob- 


| tained, that himſelf and his troops ſhould march 


out with the honours of war: that the Europeans 
e n retire to Madras _ ho my of 'Fripetour, 


> þ * * Valour, 
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Vid and Arcot: that the Seapoys ſhould be 
at liberty to go where they pleaſed, or to inliſt 
in the army of Ayder; which they almoſt all 
did, as well as the horſemen : that all the officers 1 
and ſoldiers ſhould carry away what belonged to 
them; but that the arms, ammunition, ſtores, * 
horſes, and every thing belonging either to the 
king of England, the Eaſt India Company, or 
Memehet Ali Khan, ſhould be faithfully put in- 
to the hands of Ayder. Captain M..... ob- 
ſerving the facility with which Ayder allowed all 
his demands, was not afraid to afk payment for 
the proviſions, which he ſaid he had purchaſed 
with his own money, and was not ſure of being 
repaid by the governor of Madras: this propoſi- 
tion was ſo much the more abſurd, as all theſe - 
proviſions had been'taken by force from the in- 
habitants of the country; which, however, did 
not prevent the Engliſh adminiſtration from pay- 
ing him the value: beſides which, as a recom- 
pence for his brave defence, the command of 
the garriſon of Madras was beſtowed on him. 
This facility of Ayder to ſuffer the Engliſh to 
enjoy the fruit * of their rapines, has. appa- 
rently ſerved greatly to facilitate the capture of 
places. 

Ayder having cauſed the Engliſh garriſon to 
evacuate the place, the day after the capture of 
Caveripatnam, marched his army the following 

| day about two in the morning: at noon he 
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i appears, that in the preſent war Are Gnds * more 
difficulty in taking places; which perhaps may ariſe from the ar- 
tillery being neither ſo numerous nor ſo well lerved, or. from the 
preſence of General Coote, who, after the former war, was ſent 
to India as commiſſary, and cauſed ſome officers to be puniſh- 


_—_ This — however, be decided ſo far from the ſcene of 
ion. 
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| Pitched his camp on the banks of the Paler, 


-where the camp remaining under the guard of 
the irregular troops, the army paſſed the river, 
and reſumed their march in ſeveral columns, with 
the cavalry at their head, followed by the grena- 
diers and artillery, the reſt of the infantry wart 
ing the rear. 

The army abe in this order til ten at 
night, at which time they reſted about two hours 
in fields of carbi, a kind of pulſe that horſes and 


cattle are very deſirous of, and which they were 


ſuffered to eat at pleaſure. At midnight the 
moon roſe, and the army proceeded ; and at the 
break of day the huſſars and European dragoons 
Joined the cavalry of Moctum, that was diſperſ- 
ed in the woods at a ſmall diſtance from the 
"Engliſh camp. This cavalry had been ſeven 
days in the open air, without tents or baggage, 
and Moctum fared like the reſt. It may be ſeen 
from this circumſtance, how far Ayder's troops 
are from being infected with that want of hardi- 
neſs the Indians have been ſo continually re- 
proached with. The five thouſand grenadiers, as 
well as the artillery that followed the cavalry, 
ed at- the ſain time, having traverſed ſe- 
venteen leagues in a march of twenty-eight 
hours, without taking more than four hours reſt: 

the fatigue theſe grenadiers had been ſubjected to, 
in the exerciſes and evolutions at their forma- 
tion, bad put them into a condition of making 


ſuch long and extraordinnry marches. The 


reſt of the infantry remained in the fields of 


carbi, and did not begin their march till day- 
break. 


It may, with juſtice, be a ſubject of admira- 
r that ſo numerous a train of artillery, drawn 


by 
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by oxen, could follow the troops with ſuch ra- 


pidity, This ſurpriſe will vaniſh, when it is 


known, that the oxen of India are very ſtrong ; 
and that thoſe who are practiſed in drawing al- 
moſt always go on a full trot : it is alſo known, 


how ſure-footed this animal is: the elephants 


aſſiſted in caſes of need, and a multitude of pio- 


neers, that went before the artillery, made the 


roads practicable, and even eaſy. | 

_ General. Smith, as we have already obſerved, 
ſuppoſed he might remain without moleſlation 
in his camp at Singueman, till the arrival of Co- 
lonel Wood; being perſuaded that Caveripat- 
nam would hold out at leaſt as long againſt Ay- 


der as it did againſt himfelf: but Ayder, who he 


believed to be at Caveripatnam, was already 
cloſe upon him with his cavalry, his artillery, 
and his beſt infantry. Moctum had diſtributed 
his cavalry and. Caleros with ſuch judgment, that 

they poſſeſſed all the avenues to the Engliſh camp. 
It was Ayder's project, when the reſt of his in- 
fantry ſhould arrive, to convey his forces to a 
ſmall plain between Singueman and Tirnmaly, 
and to take his poſt on the banks of a ſmall ri- 
ver, of conſiderable depth, that General Smith 
would be under the neceſſity of paſſing in his 
way to Tirnmaly. By this peſition, Ayder 
would have prevented the junction of the two 
Engliſh armies, which muſt have thrown Gene- 
ral Smith into the utmoſt embarraſſment; be- 
cauſe it would have ſubjected him to the N 
ſity of taking the road through Tripetour, Arni, 
and Arcot, and of traverſing plains where he 
muſt have fought to diſadvantage, on account of 
the numerous cavalry of his enemies. 


But, 
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But, contrary to expectation, Rocum Daulla 
arrived about ten in the morning, at the head of 


a large body of cavalry, announcing his arrival 


by the grand timbals, doubtleſs for the purpoſe of 
adviſing the Engliſh ; beſides which, after his 
junQion with Ayder, he ſent advice of the cap- 
ture of Caveripatnam, and the arrival of the ar- 
my in the environs of the camp. This is con- 
firmed beyond contradiction by the manceuvre of 
the Engliſh, who raiſed their camp a little be- 
fore noon. On the advice of this, Ayder mount- 
ed all his cavalry, and the infantry repaired to 
arms. The huſſars and dragoons having orders 
to iſſue out of the wood, and ſhew themſelves 
to the Engliſh army, found them in full march 


in a ſingle column, coaſting the river, and co- 


vering their baggages: their cavalry was at 
the head and rear of the column, and ap- 
peared defirous of gaining a hill that was be- 
tore them. 

The European commandant, who had been 
at the head of the European cavalry to recon- 
noitre the Engliſh, gave advice of what he had 


obſerved, and of the apparent deſigns of the ene- 


my. Ayder, in confequence, gave orders to his 
grenadiers, ſupported by his 'cavalry, to attack 


the Engliſh army; commanding the reſt of his 


infantry likewiſe, who began to appear, 0 ad- 
vance as quick as poſſible. | 
To judge of the diſadvantages under which 


Ayder's army fought, it will be ſufficient to con- 


ſider how much his infantry muſt have been har- 

raſſed and fatigued by the prodigious march they 

had made without taking any repoſe. This did 

net, however, prevent the grenadiers from march- 
| | ing 
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aſtoniſned the Engliſh general. 


The Engliſh army had gained the hill. It was 


compoſed of three thouſand Europeans, ten thou- 
ſand Seapoys, and two thouſand horſe: all the 
infantry was in a ſiogle line, the Engliſh being 
in the centre; except ſix hundred grenadiers or 
volunteers, ſeparated into two bodies, and cloſ- 
ing the line with twenty-four pieces of cannon, 
that compoſed the whole of the Engliſh artillery. 
Ty be artillery was placed in the centre and flanks 
of the line: every regiment had its own field- 
pieces. The cavalry, divided into two bodies, 


was at the front and rear of the baggage; it 
formed the two ſides of a triangle, of which the 


infantry conſtituted the third; whoſe fire, as 
well as that of the artillery, ould: have flanked 
any cavalry that might have attacked them. 
The ſlope of the hill was gentle, but it was co- 
vered with underwood that impeded the march 


of thoſe Indian battalions who approached to 


attack the Engliſh. Notwithſtanding this obſta- 
cle, they advanced to the diſtance of twenty-five 
paces,. and fought many hours wirncut leſing 
ground, in ſpite of the enemy's muſquetry and 


cannon; giving the reſt of the. infantry time to 


come ap, though not with- the ſame courage 
and ardour as the grenadiers; except eight or 
nine hundred volunteers from the different corps, 


who, led on by the European ſeijeants, attacked | 
the left of the Engliſh line, and took two pieces 


of cannon. But a-body of Engliſh, immediately 
ſent to aſſiſt, repulſed them, and recoveted the 
cCannon, a little before night; which alone 


21 5 
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tinue 
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tinue the action. The diſadvantages under 
which Ayder's infantry fought in this battle, and 
the good conduct of his grenadiers, muſt appear 
ſurpriſing to Europeans, who are accuſtomed to 
entertain a bad opinion of the bravery of the 
Indians: it appeared ſo.to General Smith, who 
ſpeaks in high terms of them, as well as of the 
European officers that commanded them. But 
to ſay the truth, this infantry. was ſuſtained by 


ſixty pieces of large cannon, pointed by able 


gunners, who made great ravages among the 


Engliſh infantry, that was uncovered from head 


to foot; while the Engliſh artillery" did little in- 
Jury to Ayder's infantry, on account of the dif- 


ficulty of aiming well in pointing downwards. 
This difference of advantage compenſated, in 


ſome reſpeQ, for the advantage of poſition, and 


in the number of muſquets, that were more than 


double thoſe, of the grenadiers, before they were 
joined by the reſt of the infantry. 

In this battle Ayder loſt nine hundred of his 
grenadiers ; a loſs ſo much the more conſidera- 
ble, as they were brave men, accuſtomed to fa- 
tigue, and who never gave way. The Bach, 
or miniſter of war, who has the right of march- 
ing at the head of the infantry, though he does 
not command them, was killed by a cannon- ball: 
and the cavalry, which was of no uſe in this 


day's ſervice, nevertheleſs loſt ſome men and 


horſes, the Engliſh artillery having good , play 
among fo numerous a troop, . 

It was perceived, about eleven at night, that 
the Engliſh retired in ſilence. Ayder gave orders 
to his troops not to attempt to moleſt them, the ca- 
valry not being able to attack the Engliſh infantry 
in the night; and he was deſirous of giving ſome _ 
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repoſe to his infantry, who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, and had need of reſt. 

Before daybreak, the cavalry, headed by the 
huſſars and dragoons, ſet out in purſuit of the 
Engliſh army, who had abandoned their baggage 
for the ſake of carrying off their wounded. ' Ge- 
neral Smith himſelf ſet the example: the dra- 
goons finding part of his kitchen utenſils, and two 
valuable trunks belonging to Major Bonjout, a 


Genevan officer, eſteemed by the Engliſh, 8 


who did the duty of major-general of their army, 
—theſe baggages afforded the huſſars and dra- 


£00ns excellent plunder. In order more effectu- 


ally to ſecure a conveyance for their wounded, 
the Engliſh- threw their-ammunition and ſtores 
anto the river, from whence the Indians recover- 
ed the balls and ſacks of rice; and, in order to 


conceal their loſs, they buried their dead: but 
the night, and their haſte, cauſed them to per- 
form this duty with ſo little care, that the bodies 


were many of them partly uncovered. The avi- 

dity of the ſoldiers for plunder, when it. is, per- 

mitted, induced them to dig up the dead, in or- 
der to get the clothes they were wrapped in. 


In ſpite of the haſte employed by Ayder's ca- 
valry in pu:tuit of the Engliſh, they gained Tirn- 


maly, with no other loſs than two ſmall iro 
three-pounders they themſelves left behind; a 
there was only one ſkirmiſh in ſight of Tirnmaly, 
between the grenadiers, who formed the reat- 


guard of the Engliſh, and the huſſars and dra- 


goons, one of whom only was wounded. 'Thus 
it was that General Smith eſcaped the riſque he 


would have run, if Ayder, with his army, could 
Have taken his poſt 17152 the river, as he had, | 


Teo) jected. 
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All the irregular troops had been left in the 
camp at Paler; becauſe this kind of troops being 
without diſcipline, it would have been difficult 
to have kept them out of ſight of the Engliſh ; 
and becauſe the ee s ſpies are generally of 
this body of troops. 

Ayder, elated with the glory of having cauſed 
the Engliſh to fly before him, advanced, and en- 
camped a league and a half from Tirnmaly, a 
place full of large rocks, and ſeparated from 
Tirnmaly by a plain; and, as he was encamped 
very near the enemy, to whoſe merhod of beat- 
ing the Indians by attacks in the night he was 
no ſtranger, he took every precaution that could 
be required to ſecure His camp from any ſur- 
—_— 

-A large opening between theſe rocks; that 
might have been taken for a work of art, and 
behind which his camp was ſituated, was forti- 
fied by a redoubt. All the heights were occu- 
Pied by guards, whoſe centinels continually call- 
ed. Cabsrdor !- which ſignifies Tate care of your- 


ſelf ! Guards of cavalry and Caleros were diſ- 
| Patched cloſe to Tirnmaly, with rockets to make 


ſignals; ſo that the Enghſh could make no move- 
ment to attack the camp of Ayder, without his 


| being immediately adviſed. But General Smith 
had no intention to run any riſque till Colonel 


Wood ſhould join him with his army, which had 


been augmented, and was eight or nine thouſand 


. ſtrong, exclulive of a body of Caleros from Tan- 
Jaor. 


Ayder, who ought to have ſent a | frong de- 
tachment, or the whole of his army, to prevent 
this junction, ſuffered it to take place, in ſpite 


"of all the advice that was given him on the ſub- 


18 
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ject. He continued to keep his army collected, 


> to make war in a country where his cavalry 
was almoſt entirely uſeleſs ; eſpecially while Ge- 
neral Smith remained in his camp at Tirnmaly, 
ſituated between two mountains on which there 
are fortreſſes; having his van covered by the 
town, and a tank, where no force could arrive 
but through narrow paſſages, defended by re- 
trenchments with artillery. 

His hope was to draw his enemy out of their 
camp. For this purpoſe he cauſed his infantry 
to make a kind of parade every day ; ſometimes 
coming within reach of the artillery with all 
his troops, and at other times with his infantry 
alone. He loſt his time ſo effectually, that Co- 
_ lonel Wood joined his forces to thoſe of General 
Smith. e 
Notwithſtanding this junction, which de 
the Engliſh army amount to above five-and- 
twenty thouſand good troops, four thouſand five 
hundred being Europeans, General Smith did 
not think proper to expoſe himſelf in the Plain 
againſt Ayder; but, to give him an opportunity 
ol attacking him in a country the moſt favour- 
able to his infantry, he quitted his camp at Tirn- 
"= and marching to the left at day break, he 
pitched another camp two - leagues from Tirnaly, 
that his army might be leſs confined. 

Ayder, informed of the deſign of the: Engliſh 
general, was deſirous of laying a ſnare for him, 
that he communicated to no one, and which 
might have been attended with fatal conſe- 
quences. The fact is this: The Engliſh army 
had to paſs through a plain, bounded on all ſides 
by woods and ſmall eminences: Ayder gave or- 
mus in the evening, to the chiefs of his artillery 
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and infantry, to march into this plain at the 
dawn of day; entering it by a kind of valley 
that enlarged itſelf into the flat ground. He 
himſelf, in conſequence of his project, departed 
at two in the morning with all his cavalry, 
which, by a very large circuit, he conducted in- 
to the cloſe places that bordered the plain. They 
who commanded. his infantry: being apprized of 
His departure, began their march at the appoint- 


ed hour; not doubting but that they ſhould ei- 
ther find the cavalry at the plain, or receive or- 
ders relative to their diſpoſition. They were 


highly aſtoniſned, on their arrival, not to ſee a 
ſingle horſeman, nor any other troops whatſo- 
ever. In proportion as the entrance grew larger, 
the infantry extended their front, and drew them- 
felves into order of battle. The plain, though to 
appearance even, was divided in two by a riſing 
ground. Some officers, Who went before, were 
aſtoniſhed, on mounting the eminence, to find 
the Engliſh army drawn up in order of battle he- 
hind it. As there had been no orders given 


for attacking them, and no news had arrived 


of Ayder and his cavalry, a council, held haſtily 
on the ſpot, decided that they. ſhould retire to the 
entrance of the valley, in order to poſt themſelves 


more advantageouſly; while f couts were diſpatch- 
ed on all ſides to obtain news, and the orders of 


the Nabob. 

The Engliſh, who. had been adviſed” of: the 
anibuſcade- prepared for them by Ayder, remain- 
ed in order of battle till the beginning of the 
night, when they entered their new camp. The 
infantry and artillery of Ayder returned to theirs ; 
and the prince returned very late in. the pight 
n his cavalry, much fatigued with having 
| S | rode 
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rode ten leagues in very bad ground, and with- 


out having taken any nouriſnment. Ayder ſup- 
poſed that General Smith was ignorant of the 
march of his cavalry; and would have been 
tempted, to attack bis infantry, who apparently 
were not ſupported by any horſe: by which 
means he expected to find an opportunity of 
falling upon the Engliſh army with his horſe. 
We may eaſily i imagine that things would have 
been conducted in another manner, if, _ had 
* communicated his projet. 

"TOs Tipou Saeb, hg was then 1 "Meer 
teen years of. Age, is NOW, the right hand of his 
father, and is the perſon who. hab had the maſt 
brilliant ſucceſs againſt, the English, we think 
it proper to meftion his conduct on this bcca- 
ſion. .  Ayder, who paſſionately loves his ſon, and 
is acquainted with his zeal, and courage, was 
fearful reſpecting him on account of his very ear- 
1y age: for this reaſon, he uſually entruſted him 
with the guard of the camp, when. he ſuppoſed 
the day would prove too fatiguing or dangerous. 
The young prince, being charged with the care 
of the camp on the preſent occaſion, was in 
great pain when the infantry. returned, and the 
night cloſed in, without any news concerning his 
father and the cavalry. , Two hours after dark, 
that is to ſay about eight o'clock, he ſent for all 
the generals, gave them a ſhort account of the _ 
ſtate of affairs, and demanded their advice. The 


una 


too weak in cavalry to make any attempt againſt 
the Nabob; and that they could not come to 
attack the camp but by marching three leagues, 
and paſſing, through, ſtraits, where ty were 
W. The prince replied to them, “ As 1 

1. 3 have 


10us opinion was, that the Engliſh were 
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Have no orders from my father, I have need of 
Your experience to direct my actions: I will wait 
here with patience and confidence according to 
your advice; and am much obliged to you for 


your attention and care.” The whole company 
had not yet left the - prince, when word was 


brought that MoQum, his uncle, ſecond com- 
mander of the army, had entered the camp, hav- 


ing taken the van-guard with ſome horſe. 


 Ayder, always indefatigable, advanced at daun 


towards Tirnmaly, with four thouſand infantry 
and twenty pieces of cannon. The town was 
"open to him ; but while he was making the pro- 
per diſpoſition do attack the fortreſſes, he learned 
that General Smith was in motion to attack 
him. This intelligence obliged him to return 
into his camp; not chuſing to fight in a peſition 
where his n would have peen of no ſervice 
to him. 


He removed iſs camp the next WF. , denne 
he could not reach that of the Engliſh but by 
narrew paſſes, or by marching above ten leagues; 

though the camps were not above four leagues 
aſunder. After paſſing by the rear of Nizam 

Daulla's army, that had arrived two days before, 

and was encamped in a fine plain, he pitched his 

camp to the left hand of Nizam, but in advance, 
being then about four leagues from the Engliſh, 
with a plain before him, interſperſed with ſome 


wood and a pond that covered the left of the Eng- 


liſh camp. 


The very evening that Ayder had changed his 
camp, the Engliſh at the cloſe of the day ſtruck 


their tents: the news of which was quickly car- 


ried to Ayder, and obliged him to keep his men 


to their arms all night,” But the Ergliſn con- 


tented 


> n 
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tented themſelves to paſs the night in the open 

air; and at ſun-riſe they again ſet up their tents. 
This manceuvre was repeated, for no poſitive rea- 
ſon that can de deduced, the four followin 
nights, in ſpite of the frequent ſhowers they 
were expoſedto; and Ayder, in conſequence, for- 
tified his camp with four large redoubts. 

As the Engliſh camp was always ſurrounded 
with cavalry and light troops, as well on foot as 
on horſeback, who had taken poſſeſſion of all the 
paſſages, they could not receive proviſion and 

| ammunition except from Tirnmaly, where they 
i had no other ſtores than rice. Their troops 
4 therefore ſuffered much, as Ayder was well in- 
ſtructed by the capture of patmars or couriers 
—paaſſing between the army and Madras, and like- 
wile by the reports of individuals. The governor 
of Madras blamed General Smith for having 
given the ſoldiers their rations of arrack in mo- 
ney; ſaying that money, being ſcarce, ought to 
be ſparingly diſtributed, and that it would have 
been ſufficient to have promiſed the men their 
due from the council of Madras. In a letter to 
the paymaſter, he blamed him for having refuſed 
to pay the troops their money in lieu of arrack, 
at the orders of the general; obſerving, that no 
one in the army can refuſe obedience to the ge- 

—neral,” who is alone reſponſible ſer the conſe- 

quences of his orders and diſpoſitions.” The go- 

vernor likewiſe wrote to the doctor, who was 
commiſſary to the army, to continue to ĩinſtruẽt 

him of all that paſſed, &c. 

This knowledge of the -inconvenience ſulkain- 

ed by the Engliſh ought to have determined Ay- 

der to continue the plan of inveſting the army, 
be L 4 on and 
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and ravaging the country, The Engliſh, impa- 
tient, no doubt, and defirous of extricating them- 
ſelves out of their diſagreeable ſituation, either by 
a night attack or by removing their camp, began 
to march about ten at night, after having ſtruck 
their tents as uſual. Ayder was ſoon informed of 
this unexpected march, by the repeated ſignals of 
rockets; and a ſhort time after was apprized that 
their courſe was directed to the camp of Nizam 
Daulla. 
The news was extremely embarraſſing to the 
Nabob. He had the beſt, founded ſuſpicions of a 
ſecret correſpondence between Rocum Daulla 
and the Engliſh, and had ſufficient reaſon to be- 
eve that Nizam himſelf had not the beſt inten- 
tions towards him. If Nizam. was in concert 
with the Engliſh, his army, which was without 
defence on the fide of his ally, was very much 
expoſed to danger; and on the other hand, with- 
out conſidering the probability of, actual treache- 
ry, if the Engliſh ſhould attack Nizam, the little 
order that prevailed in his army might be dange- 
rous to his own, where the fugitives would not 
fail to fly for ſhelter and proteQion. Having 
called a council in a ſmall caſemate where Ayder 
uſually ſlept, at the head of his camp, it was re- 
ſolved, that his army ſhould be in readineſs to 
march and intercept the E.ngliſh in their courſe to 
Nizam's army; which it was eaſy to do, as they 
had no more than a league and half of ground to 
paſs, whereas the Engliſh had near fix : and that, 
in the mean time, the European commandant 
ſhould march with all the irregular troops, and 
thoſe diſperſed in the country, to reach the front 
* the Engliſh r and, by harraſſing 1 1 
retard 
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retard their march, ſo that they might not be 


able to reach Nizam's army before day- light. | 
It was about one in the morning when this | 


| officers learned that the Engliſh army was ad- 


vanced about three leagues on their way, He 


immediately aſſembled the greater part of the chiefs 


of the Caleros and Carnates, and commanded 


them to approach as near the Engliſh army as 


they could; extending themſelves on their fſank 
the whole length of the line, without fear of 


ſpreading themſelves too much, and not to fire 


till within fifteen paces ; that they might fire 
at pleaſure, though as quickly as poſſible, taking 
care every man to lie flat on the ground after 
making his diſcharge. This Lift piece of advice 


- might have been ſpared, but ir had its, Weight 
with them, as it was a tacit approbation of. their 
manner of Sghting:. They very exagtly obeyed” 


their orders; their approach, and the great ex- 
tent of ground they covered, which was known 
to the Engliſh by the matches of their muſquets, 
ſtopped the march of the Engliſh; and ,obliged 
them to call into the column the ſmall, detach- 
ed parties that were on their flank, no doubt + 
for fear they ſhould be ſurrounded;. The fire of 
the Caleros häving commenced, tlie Engliſh, 
who'ought to have deſpiſed them, faced about 
and anſwered by platoons, which made, much | 
noiſe, and did little miſchief for the ſpace, of more 
than two hours, the, Caleros returning, their. fire I 
to the beſt of their, abilities. An hour ang) aghalf | 
before daycbreak, the Engliſh: marched to their 
Jett Tank pitched; another camp that was, -NEATET 
Tiramaly, which covered their right; the bank 
ay a large pond Was On their left, and before them 
a mountain of conſiderable height (where they 
placed a battalion of Seapoys) and ſurrounded | 
„ : with 
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with” rocks and underwood, impracticable for 
cavalry. 
Alfter reconnoitring the Engliſh camp, Ader 
raiſed his own, and took another ſtation, that 
Was within two leagues of theirs, and ſo ſituated 
as to prevent the enemy from attacking the army 
of Nizam, without firſt engaging his own. | 
By the new poſition of both armies, the nu- 
merous cavalry of the two Subas became Mill 
more uſeleſs and difficult to be ſupported; which 
induced Ayder to attend to a piece of advice that 
had long been given him to ſend a large de- 
tachment from his army to take Godelour, an 
'Engliſh factory two leagues from Pondicherry; 
and to return by following the ſea coaſt as far as 
Madras, whoſe environs they were to ravage and 1 
lay waſte : a ſtep that could not fail in obliging | 
—the council to recall the army for their own de- Y 
fence, which would have produced the greateſt 
diſcredit and real prejudice to the Company” S 
. 4 , 

This detachment was on the point of depart- 
ing, commanded by the European officer who F 
gave the advice, and was aſſured of taking Gode- | 
Jour, from his intimate acquaintance with the 1 
place: but an Engliſh emiſſary, introduced into | 
the camp of Ayder, and who had acquired the 
confidence of Raza Saeb, ancient Nabob of 
Arcot, a man of a contracted underſtanding, and 
| much given to ſuſpicion and jealouſy, -took the 
advantage, by means of this man, to make Ayder | 
believe, that the whole was no more than a con- 

trivance of the French officer to return to Pon- 
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dicherry with his troop, being recalled (as it was 
affiduouſly affirmed) by the goveriee of that 
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If the anſwer of the governor of Pondicherry | 
to the letters of the two Nabobs had been leſs 
preciſe, and had given ſome hope of aſſiſtance 
to them, as ſound policy perhaps required, the 
impoſture of the Engliſh emiſſary would have made 
no impreſſion on the mind of Ayder; and the 
commerce of Pondicherry would, by the ruin of 
Godelour, have been benefited by the loſs of 
commerce the Engliſh would have ſuſtained. 

Ayder had ſo much regard for the French af: 


ficer who was to have commanded the expedition 
- againſt Godelour, that. he had cauſed Nizam 

Daulla, the Suba of Decan, to grant him a 
Zaghire, or immediate fief of the empire, with- 


out any vaſſalſhip to the Nahob of Arcot, all the 
country along the coaſt between the rivers of 
Alemparvy and Divicoty, and a line drawn from 
one river to the other, touching and including 
Paniroti. The Paravana or patent, recited; that 
this gift was made in return for the great ſervices 
rendered to the empire by the ſaid officer; and 
that it was without any other obligation than that 
of maintaining two hundred Europeans for the 
guard of the country, whoſe revenue was eſtimated 
at eight lacks of rupees; with a promiſe of en- 
largement of the territory, if it ſhould prove leſs. 
Ayder, and his ſon, as Nabob of "Arann _ 
confirmed and ratified this donation. 
The. French officer, who was firmly Bob 
ed that. the Engliſh and Mehemet Ali Khan 
would loſe all the Nabobſhip of Arcot in; this 
War, thought it expedient to profit by the favour / 
of Ayder, by obtaining a gift that would be ſo 
uſeful to his country He did not wait tilh con- 


queſt had put that Nabob in poſſeſſion of the 


territory; preſuming, perhaps wth reaſon; that 
he 
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he might not then be ſo generous. The ieſli- 

ture, which ought to have been a ſecret in the 
cabinet, was made public by the ſecretaries of 

Rocum Daulla, Divan and keeper of the great 

ſeal, who came in ceremony to compliment the 

- 6ffiver, and receive his preſent on the occaſion. 
This gift excited the jealouſy of Raza Saeb and 
ſome others, and was dotbtleſs one of the induce- 
ments that led Aycer to ſuſpect the French 
W 

But, whatever may have been the cocky, there 

is no doubt that Ayder was fearful of ſuffering his 
Europeans to approach too near Pondicherry. | 
- He therefore *informed the French officer, that 
as he could not then ſpare any infantry, it would 
be proper to defer the capture of Godelour till 

another opportunity; but that he would diſpatch 
à body of cavalry to deſtroy the country cloſe ' up 
to the gates of Madras; “ and as it is no more 
than a kind of courſe,” ſaid he, „ and my ſon 
Bas never yet had any command, it will be doing 

him a great pleaſure to give him charge of this 

operation, at the head of five thouſand horſe.” 

It may, perhaps, ſeem furpriſing that Ayder ſhould 

- aſe ſo much addrefs to make this officer acquieſce 

with a good grace in the fi ubſtikuting another general 

- the command of a detachment that had been 
promiſed him; but no prince can poſſeſs to greater 

advantage the art of ſoftening his refuſal; ſo 

that he never appears to deny any thing. In 

" conſequence of this conference, the young prince | 

departed with his detachment; and advanced 

with ſo much ſpeed and fecrecy towards Madras, 

that the governor, Mehemet Ali Khan and his 

ſon, together with Colonel Call, and almoft all 

the council, very narrowly eſcaped being taken 
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at the country-houſe at the Company's garden. 
Happily for them a ſmall veſſel, that by accident 
was oppoſite the garden, furnished them with 
the means of eſcaping, which otherwiſe would 
have been impoſſible, Their flight was fo pre- 
cipitate, that the governor did not ſtay for his 
hat and ſword, which were taken by the ſoldiery, 
as well as the breakfaſt equipage; it being the 
cuſtom at Madras to take the air every morning, 
and breakfaſt in the country. The © governor 
and his company would infallibly have been made 
priſoners, if a domeſtic of their French emiſſary 
in Ayder's camp, ſent expreſsly to apprize them 
of the incurſion, had not arrived the very me- 
ment they were prepairing to take their uſual 
ride. The cavalry of Ayder arrived full ſpeed, 
and cut off their return te Madras : Mehemet 
Ali Khan, who alone took the high road, eſcap- 
ed being taken only by the goodneſs of his horſe. 
If the governor had had the misfortune to have 
been taken, his own vanity and preſumption 
would have been the cauſe : for his company had 
ſcarcely. met, before a crowd of country people 
ran paſt towards Fort St. George, crying Maratta / 
Maratta ! the people of the coaft never having, 
before the preſent war, experienced any; incur- 
| fions except from that nation. The | governor 
and other Engliſh, inſtead of paying any atten- 
tion to the cries of the - fugitives! were much di- 
verted with the circumſtance. A ſecond troop 
Paſſing by, and ſome. of the company, obſerving 
that the buſineſs deſerved atten! the! gover- 
nor anſwered, * The . enemy's cavalry cannot 
arrive here without firſt paſſing by fortreſſes where 
we have garriſqns, whoſe commandants would 
fend me advice; che terror of theſe people is 

e Cexrtainly 
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certainly a panic; and to put an end to it, I will 
order the Chaubuc * to the next that come to 
alarm us in this manner.“ Every body applauded 
his diſcourſe, according to the eſtabliſhed cuſ- 
tom of crying Amen to what is ſaid by men in 
power. But 1n the inſtant arrived a crowd from 
St. Thomas +, many of whom were wounded ; 
they announced that the enemy were plundering 
that town. The whole company was ſeized with 
fear, and had juſt, time to ſave themſelves by 
the ſea-coaſt, in conſequence of the advice ſo 
- luckily given them N 
While Tipou Saeb ravaged the environs of 
Mad as, his father reconnoitred the Engliſh camp; 
which it was eaſy for him to do, without danger, 
from a plain on the top of a hill that commanded 
a view of the rocks and underwood we have deſ- 
cribed. The Nabob perceived that he could 
annoy a part of their camp with large cannon; 
and having taken his reſolution, he cauſed his 


d ec 1 army 


| - . , ' N 
* Chaubuc is a long ſtrap of leather at the end of a ſtick, with 
which the Indians are chaſtiſed without much ceremony, The 
. governor and counſellors of Madras have always Chaubuckers before 
their palanquins, ready to cxercile this act of juſtice, if it deſerves 
33 7 44. * | | 
I The town of St. Thomas is ſuppoſed to belong to the Portu- 
gueſe, and the colours of that nation are ſtill diſplayed at the 
place. The biſhop takes the title of governor, It is entirely open, 
and the Engliſh do not ſcruple to keep Scapoys in garriſon there. 
The governor of Madras often ſends for the biſhop, as if he were 
at his orders; and his houſe and church are occaſionally ſearched, 
_ without any reſpect of places. Having received orders from his 
cCburt to 58 Jeſuits, they have remained in their convent, 
under the protection of the Engliſh, preſerving their habit, and 
. . exerciſing their functions, in ſpite of the interdiction. This poor 


. biſhop is ſo much the ſlave of the Engliſh, that, notwithſtanding 


the ill treatment he receives, they compel him to give a Portu- 
gueſe paſſport to an Engliſh veſſel that trades every year from 
| 9 to the Manillas, where it is received by virtue of the falſe 
paſſport of the Portugueſe governor, who is acknowledged by tbe 

Engliſh merely for their own convenience. 
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army to march the next day early, and conveying 
ſome large pieces of cannon to the top of the hill, 
he cauſed®hem to be pointed at the Engliſ 


camp, where they catried admirably well, and 
occaſioned a kind of diſorder and haſte in iciking 


and removing tents, &c. Ayger, delighted at 


having thus inſulted the Eng liſh, cauſed all his 
artillery very even the ſmalleſ pieces, to be drawn 
up the hill for the purpoſe of making a vain 
parade, though the greater part of the balls could 
never reach the Englith : he imagined he ſhould 
give the enemy a high idea of his forces, and 
intimidate them by ſhewing them all this artillery, 
and the vivacity it was worked with; and, in 
order that his intention might be anfivered; he 
encouraged the ſoldiers himſelf, by giving money 
to the canoniers of thofe pieces that appeared 
to be beſt ferved:—all which was matter of de- 
riſion and laughter to the Engliſh; and in reality 


anſwered no other purpoſe, than that of ſrighten- 


ing the feathered inhabitants of the under 
Kur grew on the hill-ſide. 

While Ayder thus exerciſed his ee and 
weber his infantry in parade, his cavalry gallopped 
about the plain to almoſt as little effect as the 
diſcharge of the greateſt part of his artillery. 
Nizam, who did not think proper on this occa- 
ſion to be an idle ſpectator, had marched with his 
army, nearly at the Tame time as his Ally, aud 
cauſedꝭ his cavalry to parade round the Engliſh 
camp: but about three in the aſternoon, with 
his whole infantty, he attacked the Seapoys that 
General Smith daß poſted on the mountain. To 
defend- themſelves ag ainſt'this attack, the Seapoys 
were obliged to take poſitions that expoſed them 
. to the artillery of 1 : OT themſelves oblig- 


ed 


ine, prevents from forming into lamps, Pe ben 
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ed to give way, they made - ſeveral FEET to 
General Smith, who marched to their aſſiſtance 
With his whole army. It was near $our in the 
evening, when his columns were obſerved to 
march out. Ayder immediately cauſed his artil- 
lery and ee to deſcend from the hill, and re- 
called his cavalry, in order to face the Engliſh 
with his whole force. His troops were ſcarcely 
draw iu up, in order to march, before the whole in- 


fantry of Nizam was ſeen in the moſt precipitate 


flight and di ſorder; while his cavalry appeared to 
advance bravely andi in good order againſt the Eng- 
liſh, followed by his artillery : but inſtead of ex- 
tending itſelf in the plain, to the left of Ayder, 
the troop placed itſelf between the Engliſh and 
his army, ſo as entirely to maſk it from their ſight. 


The Engliſh advanced along the banks of the pond 


near the mountain, marching on ground covered 


with ſtones and ſhrubs *, whoſe branches being 


very flexible, are no great inconvenience for in- 


KHantry. They were formed into two columns, 


having their cavalry in. their rear, and their, ar- 
tillery in front, which. firing, on the cavalry, cauſ- 
ed them to give way, and in a ſhort time put 
them to flight full ſpeed by the ſhorteſt way, which 
happened to be throtgh the camp of  Ayder, 
acroſs which they drove, ſpreading terror and 


diſorder as they Went. Ayder perceiving the 
| 1 bf Nizam __ all his army, found himſelf” 
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exceedingly embarraſſed, as he had every reaſon 


to ſuſpect ſome treachery: he was likewiſe ap- 


prehenſive, that, while he fought with the Eng- 
liſh, his camp would be plundered by the fugi- 
tives: and the approach of night add to the 


trouble that employed his thoughts. 


When the diſperſion of Nizam's army pr left 
the Engliſh army uncovered, it was ſeen advancing 
in one full line, with the cavalry 1 in reſerve. The 
artillery of Ayder, diſtributed along the front of 
his infantry, made a few diſcharges, which muſt 


have ſlain a number of the enemy; but as the 


ridiculous cannonade from the top of the bill 
had exhauſted his ammunition, his great guns 
ſoon became uſeleſs to him: the cavalry that 
formed the two wings having received orders to 
charge, the right wing, where the huſſars and 
dragoons were, made ſeveral charges, and ad- 
vanced within piſtol-ſhot ; but could never ſtand 
againſt the fire of the Engliſh artillery and muſ- 
quetry. The left wing, for ſome unknown rea- 
ſon, made only one charge, and afterwardskept 
at a ſufficient diſtance from the fire. Ayder ſee- 


ing very little hope of beating the Engliſm, wio 


had the advantage of artillery, and the night cloſ- 
ing in, being in favour of their infantry, yielded 
the feld of battle, and retreated in good order; 
the Nabob himſelf forming the rear- guard at the 


head of his cavalry. He withdrew his army into 
their camp, without leaving the Enghſh any, mark 
of their victory, except one of the iron three» 


pounders they themſelves had loſt before, whoſe 
oxen were killed, and might have been eaſily 
replaced by the oxen from the empty ammuni- 
on wagyons, if Ayder would have conſented. 
e 5 The 
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The Engliſh made no priſoners, except a Portu- 
gueſe officer of the Topaſſes, who, being wound- 
_ed, was given to be carried by four of his ſoldiers, 
and thrown by them into a ditch; and a Pandari, 
who was likewiſe wounded : all the other wound- 
ed were brought off. 'The number killed in the 
army of the two Subas, did not exceed four 
hundred men. The Engliſh followed Ayder to 
his camp; but his ſituation between mountains, 
a large pond, and two redoubts, between which 
they muſt have paſſed, prevented them from 
thinking of the attack. They contented them- 
ſelves with firing ſome cannon acroſs the pond, 
none of which reached the camp; and paſſed 
the night in the open air, a good cannon ſnot 
diſtant from the redoubts. f 
Upon the arrival of Ayder in hi camp, he 

Found it in confuſion ; the greater patt of the ſer- 
'vants and other people i in the ſuite of the army, 
terrified at the flight of Nizam and his troops, 
having ran off, leaving the camp all ſtanding. 
After placing his infantry in the redoubts, and 
behind a retrenchment haſtily thrown up, he or- 
dered all his heavy artillery and baggage to march: 
the execution of this order was attended with 
great difficulty. Ayder has a particular talent 
in chuſing places where his camp can be in ſecu- 
rity, as well from the nature of the ground, as 
from the defences that art can add; in which par- 
ticular he has gained the praiſes of General Smith, 
who himſelf poſſeſſes this talent in a ſuperior de- 
gree. The continual wars of Ayder with the 
Marattas, who are far ſuperior to him in cavalry, 
have no doubt obliged him to make a particular 
ſtudy of the art of eee in advantageous 
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poſitions, which are without number in his do- 
minions; all the country being interſected by 
m and vallies, and covered with towns, 
ſortreſſes, ponds, and woods. But he has the 
fault of not projecting eaſy ſorties to his camps; 
though the inconveniencies have been often re- 
preſented to him, eſpecially on the occaſion of 
the retreat after the battle of Tirnmaly; his camp 
having no other way out behind, but by a paſs 
filled with rocks and underwood, through which 
was a winding, narrow road, ſcatcely praQicable 
for a ſingle carriage. This road was very ſoon 
choaked up by the number of beaſts of burthen, 
whoſe owners had anticipated the order for raiſing 
the camp. The paſs was divided into two, one 
leading to the camp of Nizam: all the baggage 
marched at their own diſcretion; a conſiderable 
number took the right hand road, — croſſed the 
immenſe baggages of Nizam's army, that march- 
ed in the gr eateſt diſorder, intermixed with ar- 
tillery. The conſequence- of all this diſorder was, 
a ſtoppage, that prevented the march of Ayder's 
artillery; in ſpite of all the pains that were taken 
to get forward by the light of more than a hundred 
torches *; for, as they compelled the loaded beaſts 
to walk on the borders of the road, they fell and 
overthrew their burthens ; Which occaſioned; cries 
and a dreadful tumult, the noiſe being repeated by 
the mountains: ſo that nothing better could be 
done, than diſpatch ſome troops to ſtop the 
march, and grve W for W el one to remain 
. N a Sizes e Were 
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*  Theſs torches muſt appear very dies in PIERS 
account. of the magy riſques, they, muſt be productive of: but 
Indians have not yet been induced to ſubmit to "my with regard | 
to their imprudent uſe of torches * . 
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where he was till morning. When the day ap- 
peared, regularity was foon reſtored, as; Nizam's 
army was already in the plain. "Af! Gemen Smith 
had detached a ſmall party of his infantry, by a 
circuit of two leagues, they might have entered 
the camp of Nam; and by a few ſhot among 
the fugitives and conductors of baggage, they 
might have occaſioned ſo much diſorder, as would 
hade rendered the conſequences of the victory 
of the greateſt importance: for, though he met 
with no moleſtation after his defcat, he leſt ſeven 
or eight pieces of large cannon in his camp *: 
Ayder cauſed the catriages to be repaired, and 
ſent them te him (with the harneſs: Even the 
ſilver plate, and other valuable effocts of Nigam, 
were found in che roads.” Cee 
Ayder, inſtead of imitating the cowardice of 
Nizam, appeared at | day-break, with His troops 
drawn up in order of battle; at the entrance of 
Bis camp : all His infantry beißg in the firſt line, 
and wer of Bis cavaky in the ſecond. In this 
poſition he made the 'EngliſhreſpeC& him. When 
his-artillery and baggage had gained the plain, he 
retired” with his army, himſelf. forming the rear 
guard with his grenadiers, who did not quit that 
poſt of honouf tothe cavalry, till after thè whole 
Army had reached the plain. The Engliſh, Who 
followed them, durſt not make any attack, but 
fred a few cannon, which flew four men, in- 
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*The Engliſh have publiſhed, that they took many pieces of 
cannon belonging to Nizam on the day of battle, which they 
afterwards returned when they made an ONT e with them. 
There are ſtrong reaſons” for doubting t is fact; betauſe theſe 
pieces were not conducted in triumph to Madras, where they 
would have been exhibited; if it were for no other reaſon than 
becauſe they were ornamented with ftzurs de His. 
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cluding/ a quarter- maſter of dragoons, who was \ 
ſtruck by the laſt rebound of a ball x. 

It will readily be ſuppoſed, that General Smith 
bases io forward the news of this victory to 
Madras, which extricated the government of that 
| ſettlement out of the moſt tormenting embarraſſ- 
ment. The unexpected excurſion of Ayder's 
ſon had thrown. them into the greateſt conſterna+ 
tion: the garriſon of Fort St. George conſiſted 
only of two hundred Europeans, and ſix hundred 
Seapoys; fo that the Black Town, which is pro- 
perly the town of Madras, was at the diſeretion of 

Tippou Saeb, a youth of eighteen. This town 
contains à great number of inhabitants, not leſs 
than four hundred thouſand, according to the 
Engliſh valuation; and their numben Was then 
vaſtly augmented by the fugitives from the conn- 
try. Though it beats the name of the Black 
Town, it is inhabited byggreat numbers of Euro- 
peans of all nations, who have warehouſes fur- 
niſhed with the richeſt products df every country. 
Among others, there is a large colony of very 
rich Arme nians, poſſeſſed of immenſe riches; 40 
great numbers of Guzerats, or wealthy bankers,” 
dealers in pearls, precious ſtones, and coral: in 
ſhort, this town is always one of the richeſt em- 
poriums in the world, and was then defended 
only by a wall of earth! breaſt-high, a wg 
wont any troops Whatever. 

The terror that ſpread itſe lf endet this i im- 
wenle Pevple, When _ faw- the en e from 

. Aan 


- The contraſt of Aydet' army with that of Nizam, both in 
the battle and retreat, may ſerve to ſhew what kind of atrnies 
thoſe were that were beat by a ſmall number of Europeans; and 
likewiſe what the Engliſh and other Europeane. Who flatter thens- N 
ſelves with conqueſts 1 in Indie,” may expect 1 in future: 
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the country enter, was ſo great, that they ima- 


gined the whole army of Ayder, headed by him- 
ſelf in perſon, was on the point of entering the 


town. Men, women, and children all ran to 
take refuge. in Fort St. George, abandoning their 


houſes and all they: poſſeſſed. As the governor, 
counſellors, commandant, ' &c. were not yet ar- 
rived, no one gave orders to ſhut the gates; ſo 


that in a ſhort time the fort was crowded with a 


multitude of people, that filled the ſtreets, the 
ditches, and even covered the glacis. The go- 
vernor, on his arrival, could with difficulty force 


a paſſage to his houſe; where he-entirely loſt all 


fortitude, and renbatried two days with his head 


reſting on a table, ſuffering | Colonel Call, the 
chief engineer, and a man of abilities, to take 
the charge of every thing. This gentleman did 


his utmoſt; but has ſince confeſſed, that if Ay- 
der's ſon had entered the Black Tarn, and pur- 


\ ſued the fugitives, nothing could have prevented 


his taking Fort St. George. But this young 


Prince was without experience; and his cavalry 


having approached the Black Town. by the road 
from St. Thomas, paſſed of neceſſity under the 
cannon. of the fort, a few diſcharges of which 


ſerved to impoſe on him. Tippou Saeb con- 


vened a council, where the advice of the grand 
almoner *, e had been ſent with him in qua- 
lity of Mentor, was, that it was not proper to 

run the riſque of entering the Black Town ; but 
that the orders of Ayder-ought ae to be fol- 


1 | lowed, 


* This ROE . was the friend of Ayder. —He will be 
mentioned in the portraits of the great men, and eſpecially the 
friends and confidents of Ayder. Nothing can ſerve inore effectu- 
ally to diſplay the true character of a prince, than accurate por. 
traits ol the people'that A bis fayvo un 5 
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lowed, namely, to ravage the environs of Ma- 
dras: and more particularly, not to hazard the 
life of the prince by expoſing him to the cannon 
of Fort St. George, or any other fortreſs. Eve- 
ry one was obliged to ſubmit to- this opinion, 
which, it may be affirmed, was the cauſe of 
ſaving the Engliſh, and other inhabitants of Ma- 
dras, the ſum of more than one hundred millions 
of French money, that might have been loſt to 
them by burning the Black Town, or forcing the 
-. governor and council to accept of peace on the 
hardeſt terms, by MY + them with this 
. er- 7 7 
The Author of theſe Memoirs ban adviſed 
Ayder to beſiege and take the Black Town of 
Madras, and to burn it though he did not ima- 
gine the thing to be ſo eaſy; yet his advice was 
partly the cauſe why he did 'not accompany the 
young prince, for fear of expoſing him; and it 
is this advice alone that was the ground of the 
perſecutions of Governor B.... againft him, 
as well as the foundation of a legal proceſs, in 
which no other evidence was brought than that 
of the Engliſh ſpies, who affirmed that they 
heard him give it. But this proceeding, con- 
trary to every notion of juſtice: and the laws of 
nations, was an ordinary act of that deſpotiſm 
the Engliſh have W and exeroHſed in In- 
„m #1: 52 
Though the town of Madras ſolfered no da- 
mage, becauſe Colonel Call, having armed all 
the Europeans he could collect, diſpatched ſome 
Seapoys and volunteers to defend the entrance of 
the Black Town, who prevented: the pillagers 
from approaching; yet the damage ſuſtained by 
the Engliſh was, nevertheleſs, very conſiderable. 


They 
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They have ſuperb houſes in the neighbourhood 
of Madras, richly furniſhed : and all the villages, 
which are very numerous and full of people, are 
inhabited by painters and manufacturers of eve 

kind, who were all pillaged, or affirmed they 
were in order to take advantage of not reſtoring 
the works that were entruſted in their hands, or 


paid for in advance. An Engliſh merchant named 


Debennaire, ot French extraction, was the only 
one of the inhabitants of Madras who did not ſuffer 
by the ravages made by Ayder's troops round 
that city: not by way of gratitude for the ſervi- 
ces he had done Maffous Khan, the friend of 
Ayder ; but by the effect of chance, which led 
Caki Satb, grand almoner of Ayder, and his real 
friend, to fix his reſidence in the country houſe 
of this merchant, which was ſituated at St. Tho- 
mas's Mount, a league and a half from Madras, 
Oa the appearance of Ayder's cavalry, ſeen from 
the mount, the ſervants of Mr. Dehonnaire made 
their eſcape, with his children; leaving all the 
moveables and effects to the mercy of the enemy. 


The fituation of the houſe was agreeable to Caki 


Saeb, who choſe it for his reſidence during the 
time Tippou Saeb remained in the environs of 
Madras. On his entering the houſe, he told 
the gardeners that he was a man of peace, and 
that his preſence would ſecure the houſe from in- 


ſult. He forbade his people either to take or 


ſpoil the ſmalleſt thing ; and having affured him- 
ſelf that his. orders were not infringed, he enquired 
the name of the proprictor, and ſent one of his 


gardeners, accompanied by one of his own peo- 


ple, to carry him his children's clothes, with 
fruits and herbs; aſſuring him that nothing in his 


Howe. ſhould be either damaged or ſtolen, but_ 


* that 
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that he himſelf would overlook, the gardeners, 
and ſee they did their duty; and would take 
care to ſend him the neceſſary produce of his 
garden every day, which he pundually performed. 
The young prince, in a viſit to the grand almo-—- 
ner, was deſirous of taking a microſcope; but 
that nobleman would not conſent, but wrote to 
Mr. Debonnaire to ſet a price upon the inſtru- 
ment; and it was not till he had received the 
merchant's ſecond letter, that he conſented to 
offer it as a preſent, on his part, to the ſon of 
Ayder. T IT 4s 

The fugitives dum the environs of Madras 
having ſpread, themſelves all over. the coaſt, car- 
ried the news of the capture of that town by Ayder 
Ali Khan; and it came to Europe by the way of 
Pondicherry, Tranquebar, and the other Euro- 
pean ſettlements. The caravans, and every poſ- 
ſible. conveyance, diſtributed this news with plea- 
ſure; for the jealouſy and hatred that other ng- 
tions have conceived. againſt the Engliſh, ſmo- 
thered the account they themſelves had given of 
their victory at Tirnmaly. The conſequence 
was, that the price of the Company's ſtock, at 
London, fell at once from 275 to 222. Gene 
ral Smith, to convey the news of his victory 
with reading and expedition to Madras, diſ- 
patched a courier mounted on a dromedary, "his | 
inſtead of avoiding. the troops of Ayder, addreſſed 
himſelf; to them, to demand news of the Scha- 
zade, or king's ſon, ſaying, that he was charged 
by 4 father to inform him of the loſs of the 
battle at Tirnmaly, and to order him to rejoin 
him. By means of this ſtratagem he ſucceeded 
in gaining acceſs to the town of Madras, though 
i ſon of Ayder was not above half a league 

| M diſtant. 
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diſtant. The governor, on receipt of General 
Smith's letters, announced the victory to the peo- 
ple by one hundred and one guns; and diſtri- 
buted the moſt exaggerated accounts of the ad- 
nge gained over Ay der. 

The young prince, aſtoniſhed at ſo anexpeaed 
an event, conſulted his council, who unanimouſly 
adviſed him to rejoin the armjes of the Subas as 
early as poſſible; which he executed in good 
order, carrying with him four monks, and a prieſt, 
grand vicar of the biſhop of St. Thomas, who 
was then at Pondicherry. On the reputation of 
Ayder's lenity, theſe prieſts did not think proper 
to follow the example of the other inhabitants 
of St. Thomas, by abandoning their habitations. 


But as Ayder had recommended to his ſon to 


bring away ſome perſon of diſtinction, who might 
jnſtruct him concerning the forces of the Engliſh, 
and the ſuccours they expected from Europe or 
elſe where for want of more important perſo- 
nages, he engaged theſe monks to accompany 
bim; and conducted them with all poſſible care 
and attention, though by a diſagreeable carriage; 
having cauſed them to mount two and two on 
the backs of camels, a beaſt whoſe pace is very 
fatiguing. Their journey having laſted five days, 
they arrived worn out with fatigue, and in the 
moſt deplorable condition; eſpecially the Jeſuits, 
who wore their ſquare botitiers, and who, to 
retain this head-dreſs, and at the ſame time to 
defend themſelves from the heat of the fun, had 
been under the neceſſity of wrapping their heads 
in painted ſilks given them for that purpoſe. . 
The battle of Tirnmaly bappening i in the month 
of November, which is in the rainy ſeaſon in 
that part of India where the theatre of war then 


: Was 
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was, General Smith thought proper to ſend his 
army to quarters, as they had already ſuffered 
greatly. He diſtributed it into Vailour, Arcot, 
Cangrvaromarni, Gingi, & e. after having firong- 
ly garriſoned Tirnmaly, Vaniambari, Ambour, 
and other advanced places. 

The loſs of the battle of Tirnmaly, though of 
ſ> little importance, ſpread itſelf over all Indoſtan 
with the greateſt rapidity; and was variouſly re- 
lated, according to the diſpoſitions of the narra- 


tors. Ayder was very little concerned at an — 


event that he attributed ſolely to the fault of Ni- 
Zam; whoſe alliance, inſtead of producing ad- 
vantage, was a real burthen to him. Nizam, 
on his ſide, perceiving that the conqueſt of the 
country of Arcot was by no means ſo near a con- 
cluſion às he had flattered himſelf, was deſirous 
of returning to his own obmiffbhs; but he was 
deſirous firſt of extorting money from Ayder, as 
well as from the Engliſh and Mehemet Ali Khan. 
The different motives and intentions of the two 


Subas augmented. the diſtruſt that was between 


them; but, inſtead of its becoming apparent, 
they Were both careful to redouble the public tef- 

timonials of mutual friendſhip. Nizam Daulla, 
on the return of Tippou Saeb, invited Ayder, 
and all the great men of his court, to à ſuperb 
feſtival. He rendered the higheſt honours to that 
ſovereign ; and, among other things, cauſed him 
to ſit on *{ kind of throne or ſopha of maſſy gold, 
with cuſhions of cloth of gold, which he preſent- 
ed him with in the evening, when they parted. 
He likewiſe gave a name of honour to "Tippou 


Saeb, relative to his expedition againſt Madras; 


and beſtowed dae 7 | on e of the 
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retinue *, who were moſt in Ayder's favour. A 
few days after, Nizam was invited by Ayder in 
his turn; but, inſtead, of cauſing. him to. fit on 
a throne of wrought gold, a ſopha was prepared 


with ſacks of pagodas and gold rupees, covered 


with fine carpets, and cuſhions of velyet, with 
a gold ground; all which was likewiſe preſented 
to him on his departure, It was agreed, at this 
laſt interview, that the two armies ſhould ſeparate, 


and that Nizam ſhould return to his own domi- 


nions. This ſeparation was not, however, to 
take place till after Ayder had taken poſſeſſion of 
Vaniambari and Ambour, which he had reſolved to 
beſiege. It was likewiſe ſettled that Ayder ſhould 
continue, the war againſt Mehemet Ali Khar and 
the Engliſh; and that Nizam ſhould attack the 
Engliſh on the fide - of Mazulipatam, to oblige 
them to divide their forces. 3 | 


i. if . 


To ſhew the intim cy between Ayder and his 
family, as well as his manner of conducting himſelf 
with reſpect to his relations, it will not be amiſs 


to deſcribe an interview hq $49 with his mother 


about this time. This lady, who in quality of 


queen mother has the right of commanding in 


the ſeraglio or palace, having received informa- 
tion of the check her ſon had experienced, and 
which no doubt ſhe ſuppoſed more conſiderable 
than it really was, departed from Ayder Nagar 
to ſee her ſon in the army, notwithſtanding the 


inconvenience of travelling an hundred and fit 


leagues 


They who Ne the palace chat place them in the 
houſehold, never fit before the ſovereign, however high their 
dignity (as do the generale, and other perſons: of diſtinction) till 
2 prince, the friend and equal of their maſter, gives them a title. 
Nizam gave a title to Ayder's bigh-ſteward; and Ayder returned 
the compliment by giving an honourable title to the ſon of Ni- 
zam's nurſe, who poſſeſſed an employ in his palace. „ 


"we 
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leagues in the rainy | ſeaſon. She made long, 
journies, and arrived at'the camp in a few days. 
When the Nabob, who had been apprized of the 
queen's departure, was informed of her approach, 
he left the camp with his whole army, in Savari, 
or Parade. The army met the head of the 
queen's retinue at à league diſtance from the 
camp, at which time they halted; and Ayder and 
his ſon advanced alone on horſeback, till they had 
joined the palanquin of their mother; which was 


cloſe and covered with muffin. T hey both in- 


clined as low as they could on their horſes; and 
placing themſelves on the right and left of the 
palanquin, the lady continued her journey, guard- 
ed by her ſon and grandſon, and followed by the 
whole retinue of Ayder. She paſſed through the 
middle of Ayder's army, who ſaluted her- as if 
ſhe had been the prince himſelf, The retinue of 
Ayder's mother conſiſted of about two hundred 
ladies, mounted on horſes and oxen: they were 
enveloped in large pieces of thick muſlin, which 
prevented even the ſmalleſt part of their clothes 
from being ſeen. They all went before the pa- 
lanquin of the queen-mother, which was followed 
by eight Garris, or ſmall Indian carriages, - cover= 
ed with ſcarlet cloth, and drawn by large Perfian 
_ oxen, There were likewiſe ten elephants, and 
a number of | camels and beaſts of burthen. 
Some European horſemen preceded the women, 
and marched on one fide. All the retinue was 
ſurrounded by about ſygghundred lance-men, hav- 
ing feathers and bells to their lances; and the 
horſemen,” who preceded” and followed the re- 
tinue, were about four hundred in number. 74 
It is faid, that when this lady was condelidy 
into oy: tent, Ayder enquired what could have 
M 3 induced 


— 


x * 


— 


do „ 
— ay — 9 
7 - 


bh 8 mme made: — 1 : 
n — ————— _ . 
———ůů————— —* f - 
— — — —— — - - 
, . * 7 N * * 9 ** ated g . W * . OS wa 4: (I 
. 
1 : 7 4 : 
. % x 4 
0 ” , 
" » G _ 
, * 74 
* 3 
/ - 
7 ; 
+ 
- 1 
— 
247 


— = = 
Ez p 


—— — 


4 
' 5 
= 
7: NR 
| 1 
% „ o 
| | 
$ 
44 
1 


ind ——— — — ̃ — —ẽ ³ꝛ — — 


1 
my 


A 
— 


246 THE HIT TORY. O07 


induced her to make ſo long a journey, eſpecially 
at a time When the continual rains rendered the 
roads almoſt impracticable; ; and that ſhe anſwer- 
ed, I was deſirous, my ſon, of ſeeing how you 
bear the ill- fortune you have ſuſtained.” The 
prince having replied, That if heaven ſhould 
put him to no greater trial, he ſhould find no dif- 
ficulty in fupporting it: Ry Very well then,” 
replied ſne, fince that is the caſe, I give thanks 
to God and ſhall immediately return, that I may 
be no impediment to your operations.” Two 
days after, this lady, having wiſhed her ſon every 
kind of proſperity, departed, accompanied by her 
fon and grandſon to the Buoy! whete they MAC 
met her. 

-The- firlt place of encampement of. . 
army, after the battle of Tirnmaly, was at Sin- 
gueman. After having reſted two days, they 
paſſed the Paler, Which was much ſwelled by the 
rains, and eneamped in a plain five. leagues diſ- 
tant from Caveripatnam, and fix from Vaniam- 
bari. It was in this camp that Tippou Saeb re- 
joined the army, that the Subas formed their laſt 
trekty, and that Ayder received the viſit. of his 
mother. The ſecond day after the departure of 
that dady, the army marched towards Vaniambari: 
the cavalry and the greateſt part of the | infantry 
arrived in good time to reconnottre the place, 
which was found ſuſceptible of being approached 
by favour of the water, hedges, and trees, with- 
out the neceſſity of oPerugs the trenches... For 
the purpoſe of the /attaekJ%a garden was choſen, 
in the midſt of the inundation, upon, a riſing 
ground; on which was conſtructed, the ſame 
night, a battery of twelve pieces of cannon. As 
this RO is not more chan three quarters of a 

. league 
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league f from the paſs that leads to Vailour, a body 
of troops withartillery were ſent to take poſſeſſion 
of the ſame. The commandant of | Europeans 
being ſlightly wounded,  Ayder-would-not_. permit 
him to attend the works during the night; but in- 
ſiſted on his going to repoſe in his tent, while he 
himſelf undertook to ſuperintend the workinan; 
In conſequence of this determination, he 47 12 
the niglu in the battery, ſeated at the foot of a 
tree, in ſpite of the dampneſs and frequent rain 
expoſed to the balls and ſhot that killed many 
workmen and officers near him-—and diverting 
every one by his pleaſantries, till the return of the 
commandant permitted him to retire. ; 

The battery began to fire about fix in the 
morning: and though. the ſervice of the cannon 
was attended with much difficulty, the | Engliſh 
fire was ſoon ſilenced; and Captain , 
commander of the place, diſplayed the white flag, 
and ſent Mr. D, his ſecond in command, to 
treat about a capitulation. This gentleman be- 
ing conducted to the European commandant, de- 
manded the ſame terms as had been granted to 
the garriſon at Caveripatnam. After much al- 
tercation, on the repeated orders of Ayder to re- 
fuſe nothing, the required terms were granted, 
on condition that the commander of the place, 
and the other European officers and foldiers, 

ſhould not ſerve againſt Ayder for the ſpace of a 
year. When theſe conditions were agreed on, 
Mr. B, much chagrined at not being treat- 
ed ſo favourably as he deſired, demanded that 
Ayder ſhould. affix his ſeal to the capitulation. 
Ayder being adviſed that the conference was 
broke off, and the officer was about to return to 
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his place, came forward, and ſeating himſelf by 
the European coditpandunt upon a cannon, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the Engliſh deputy: I am 
not,“ ſaid he, commander of the ſiege. You 
demand my ſeal; I have not my great ſeal here; 
but to put an end to all difficulties, I give my 
ſmall ſeal into the hands of my commandant :” 
and pulling his ring from his finger, he gave it 

to the commanding officer of artillery ; ſaying, 
% Make what uſe of this you think proper.” The 
officer made an impreflion with it at the bottom 
of the capitulation; and this * of ſelf-im- 
portance was thus, by the good ſenſe of Ayder, 
put an end to. 

The garriſon of this place conſiſted of one 
thouſand Seapoys, and thirty Europeans: four- 
teen iron cannon, that had been diſmounted for 
the moſt part by the cannon of the beſiegers, 
compoſed all the artillery. Beſides theſe can- 
non, that were found by the Engliſh in the 
place, two other pieces belonging to the regi- 
ment of Seapoys were taken. The place made 
no great reſiſtance, though it was well provided 
with ammunition and ſtores, though there was 
no breach, and a ſufficient number of workmen 
to repair the carriages: but we have already 
hinted at the reaſons that induced the command- 
ants of theſe places to make ſo little reſiſtance. 
After placing a good garriſon in Vaniambari, 
the army marched towards Ambour, a place fa- 
mous for the battle gained by the French, and 
the troops of Mouza Ferring and Chanda Saeb, 
againſt Anaverdi Khan, father of Maffous Khan 
and Mehemet Ali, who loſt his life, at the age 
of eighty- two years, on the there day of the bat- 
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tle, after having repelled the enemy from his re- 
trenchments for two ſucceſlive days. -*Phis place, 
in which the Engliſh had amaſſed conſiderable 
quantities of ammunition and ſtores, together 
with artillery, muſquets, uniforms, and tents, is 
compoſed of three different aaron ron. incloſ- 
ed the one within the other. hotel 
The fiſt is the citadel, ſituated on a moun- 
| tain of the moſt difficult acceſs, on account of 
its ſteepneſs on all ſides. This extenſive for- 
treſs is capable of containing a numerous gar- 
riſon, with all the neceſſary ſtores, not except- 
ing even beaſts of every kind: two very large 
baſons, cut in the rock, contain much more wa- 
ter than it is poſſible to conſume from one rainy 
ſeaſon to another: and laſtly, the ramparts are 
conſtructed with ſuch flrength and firmneſs, that 
for this reaſon; as well as the elevation of the 
mountain, very large cannon, and much time, 
would be required to make-a breach. : 
At the foot of the citadel, and on the only 
acceſſible ſide, is a fort, which the Engliſh have 
ſtrengthened by the Addition of a pallifaded co- 
vered way, and a glacis: and laſtly, a town of 
conſiderable; magnitude incloſes the fort, defended 
by a brick wall, with round baſtiom, and a dry 
ditch. Half the town is covered from any attack 
Dy a large pond; at the end of which the Engliſh 
have conſtrued a redoubt, ' which. cloſed. the 
road that led between the pond and the river, 
and commanded the road . on the other ſide ves | 
tween the river and a high mounta sn. 
- As ſoon! as the army had encamped Mane a 
league diſtant ſrom Vaniambari, on the banks of 
the river they had paſſed at Vaniambari, Ayder 
went, the very ſame evening, to reconnoitre the 
Mo 5 town, 
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town, in ſpite of a very heavy rain, that was 
partly the cauſe of his being in great danger: 
for, haviug advanced to the border of the 1 
he found himſelf unexpectedly expoſed to the 
cannon of the redoubt, Which was maſqued by 
trees, and the end of che bank of the pond. This 
artillery, which conſiſted of three large pieces, 
made a diſcharge. that! killed fifteen 'horſe, and 
covered Ayder with blood and the limbs of the 
unfortunate men that were flain. Notwithſtand- 
ing this accident, Adyer continued to reconnoi- 
tre the approaches ; and reſolved to croſs the 
river again with his army, to encamp on the 
other fide of the town; where he ſhould be in a 
poſition, equally Advantage for the ſecurity of 
his camp, and for proſecuting the ſiege of Am- 
bour, which would be blocked up by his camp 
on the fide of Vailour and Sattgheri, and by the 
army of Nizam on the ſide of Vaniambari and 
Ventigherir. 5 
In conſequence of this ton, the army 
traverſed the river during the night, and paſi- 
ed under the fire of the red6ubt before the break 
of day; ſo that a few ſtragglers among the 
valets and ſuttlers were the tay perſons that 
ſuffered. + 
Between the river # that flows on the fide where 
Ayder's army was encamped, and a chain of 
mountains that extend from Ambour to Sattghe- 
ri, is a plain about three leagues in length, and 
of an unequal breadth, from half to three- quar- 
ters of a league. One extremity of this is en- 
tirely ſhut up by the town of Ambour, the re- 
doubt, and the river. This part of the town, 
whoſe approach was much favoured by ßelds of 
a kind of millet, then very 208 was judged —4 
pable 
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able of being taken by ſtorm, without making 
any breach. Orders were conſequently given to 
prepare ladders. of Bamboo *: but as it was 
thought that the garriſon, which" was numerous, 
might make reſiſtance, the grenadiers and beſt 
inan; were ordered to make the attack. . 
The order of attack being ſettled,. the chief 
of each corps were conducted, in open day, to 
reconnoitre thoſe places they were deſtined to 
march againſt; and at the cloſe of the evening, 
after ſupper, the troops ſpread themſelves in the 
plain, carrying their ladders, and poſted them- 
ſelves oppoſite that part of the town they were 
to aſſault; with orders to lie : down, and wait in 
fileneb for the conderted ſignal. Cannon were 
likewiſe conducted into ſome deſerted houſes, 
that formed a village in the midſt of a' great 
number of trees, fronting the part neareſt the 
river; from whence it was judged they might 
favour 'the attack, by enfilading the rampart. 
The Engliſh, iho'couk: not be ignorant of theſe 
preparations, as they were openly made, appear- 
ed very buſy during the whole night; and Kept 
a great firing on the village, whoſe houſes they | 
ſhot through and through, without killing more 
than one man. They continually threw out fire- 
pots and fuſees, to diſcover the mancuvres of 
the aſſallants; but while the night laſted,” Ayder's 
4500p# rented at their eaſe. At the break of 
Oy! "ny c in 12 order _ all parts, 
a OTE, 


* The Bamboo ie a kind of large 5 "you. weil known.” This 
wood is ſo uſeful, and grews ſo quickiy, that it is found ever 
where. It is excehently adapted for ſcaling-ladders, becauſe it. 1s 
round, of a requifite thickneſs, of 7 very great length, and never 
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carrying their ladders, with drums beating and 
colours flying, till they came to the edge of the 
ditch, into which they deſcended. 'They mount- 
ed the walls and baſtions ſo quickly, that Ayder's 
colours were hoiſted on the ramparts immedi- 
ately after, in ſpite-of the cannon and muſquetry 
of the enemy, which was not very ſharp z; whe- 
ther it be that the commandant of the place did 
not think proper to make a longer reſiſtance, or 
whether the Engliſh had retired, ſuppoſing the 

eſcalade would not take place. Some men were 

at firſt ſeen on the baſtions; but the cannon 
placed in the village, or perhaps their fears, 

drove them away: for the grenadiers in aſcend- 
ing found them abandoned, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to plunder the town. Some of them 

having ventured to purſue the fugitives as far as 
the glacis of the fort, found themſelves expoſed 
to a cannonade that deſtroyed conſiderable num- 
bers; others were ſlain in the ſtreets by the can- 
non of the fort and citadel, which obliged them 
to ſtretch' curtains acroſs the ſtreets, and to cut 
paſſages through the houſes. Among thoſe who 
Were flain in this attack, was the brave and ge- 
nerous Caki Saeb, Pirjada, or grand almoner, 
who was running from houſe to houſe, according 
to his laudable cuſtom, to prevent the ſoldiers 
hy committing any act of cruelty. 

_ Ayder himſelf formed the project of this en 
by day; and conducted the left wing of his troops 
in perſon, on horſeback, with his ſabre drawn, to 
"the edge of the ditch. 

Alt the beginning of the night an Engliſh gun- 
ner, a deſerter, gave information that the garri- 
ſon of the fort would retreat into che citadel that 
night, and that JT were employed in carrying 

0 
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off the moſt valuable effects, and deſtroying the 
reſt. The commandant of Europeans propoſed to 
Ayder, immediately to attack the fort with all 
the grenadiers; having the Europeans, as well 
horſemen as gunners, at their head. This being 
agreed to, every preparation for the attack was 
made in an hour; and at eight o'clock the troops 
ſallied forth through the ſtreets, and leaping into 
the covered way, ſcaled the fort, which the Eng- 
liſh made haſte to abandon; however, they could 
not do this ſo. quickly, but that twenty-five Sea- 
poys, an officer, and fix Europeans were taken 
priſoners, two of the latter being wounded. 

'The Engliſh had thrown a large quantity of 
cartouches into a pond in the middle of the fort, 
and had cauſed a fire to be made in the place d armes, 

for the purpoſe of burning the uniforms, a confi. 
derable quantity of which were ſaved. The be- 
ſiegers found eighteen braſs cannon deſigned for 
field ſervice, three thouſand firelocks, a great quan- 
tity of ſhot, bullets, and 'gun-flints, and a conſider- 
able ſtock of rice and flour. There were likewiſe 
| ſtore-houſes filled with tents, cheſts, and effects be- 
longing, or intended to be ſold, to the army; which 
was very acceptable plunder for the ſoldiers; and 
might eaſily have been ſaved, as Captain O, 
commandant of the place, was in a ſituation to have 
defended the fort a very long time, his garriſon 
being numerous, and well provided both with ar- 
tillery and ammunition. 14A TY: 

'The facility Ayder met with in taking all the 
Engliſh places he attacked, encouraged him to- un- 
dertake the ſiege of Ambour; though he had receiv- 
ed advice, that the Engliſh were marching from 
all parts to aſſemble at Vailour. Firm and determin- 
ed in his ſmalleſt reſolutions, he refuſed to follow 
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the prudent advice that was given him, to Tepair 
immediately to Vailour; as he eaſily might in a 
ſingle march, the diſtance from Ambour being on- 


ly ten leagues. At this laſt place he would heve 


been in the centre of the Engliſh quarters, which 


were diſperſed for more than forty leagues round, 


aud might have prevented them from uniting; a 
ſtep of ſo much the more conſequence, as the Eng- 
liſh at Madras had lately received a reinforcement 
of troops from Bengal, which the poſition of Ay- 
der's army, at Vailour, would have prevented them 
from joining the other troops. 

The difficulty of taking the citadel of Ambour, 
which we have deſcribed as being ſituated on a 
ſteep mountain, was rendered much greater to 
Ayder, by the circumſtance of his being without 
either bombs or mortars. The ditches of the town, 
ſerving in ſome reſpeQs as trenches, favoured the 
approaches; and many guns were mounted in a. 
ſhort time, thongh with the loſs of the beſt gun- 
ners, who were uncovered from head to foot, by 
reaſon of the elevation of the caſtle. Ayder e 
ed but one night for conſtructing the batteries, 
and eonſequently the parapet could not be made 
of the requiſite height and thickneſs, till after the 
loſs of many brave men. Cannon were planted 
on a mountain that overlooked the citadel ; but 
the Engliſh, in two days, erected a bulwark on 
that part of the citadel] expoſed to the ricochet, 
or rolling ſhot of the cannon, which rendered 
them abſolutely uſeleſs. The great diſtance be- 
tween the two places prevented the firing in bat- 
tery from the mountain; ſo that after ſeventeen 
days ſiege, with the loſs of many Europeans, and 
much powder and ball, the work was no more 
advanced than at firſt. In this ſtate. of affairs. - 


NneWS-. 


- 


| | « . 


news arrived that the Engliſh army was aſſem- 
bled at Vailour, and was: Preparing: to merch. and 
raiſe the ſiege. 4200 

On this intelligence Ayder took the reſolution 
of anticipating the enemy, and retreatec. 
The redoubt we have ſpoken of being entirely 
cut off from all communication with the fort b 
the eſcalade of the city, its garriſon conſiſting of 
one hundred Seapoys, ſix European cannoniers *, 
and an Engliſh ſerjeant, who commanded, Was 
obliged to ſurrender at diſeretion. 

A number of irregular troops being eee 
at the cloſe of day, into the city and fort, who 
climbed up the ſides of the mountain and fired 
upon the guards, the cannon was drawh off under 
favour of this noiſe; and at midnight, an hour 
before the rifing of he moon, all the troops quitt- 
ed the trenches, and marched to join the reſt of 
—— army that had left their camp at the beginning 

of night, and repaired to another on the road to 
Vaniambarit: On the following day the army 
marched, and encamped on the banks of the 
river of | Vaniambari; its right wing bearing 
againſt that fortreſs, and its front n towards 
Anden. | 


This 


* It is to be obſerved, that in India there are not above 3 


or four Europeans quartered to the largeſt . guns, the reſt being 
Indians. 


+ A ſurpriſing Phenomenon hz . on the night of this retreat, 
which was at the end of December: The moon roſe at one in the 
morning; and about three it was fo extremely cold, that no one | 
in the armies of the two Subas could remain either in bed 'or'i in 
his tent, though the; were provided, with carpets and cloth co- 
verlids, but were obliged to light large fires and, warm themſelves, 
as in the time of the greateſt froſts at Paris. The weather, _ 
ing this great cold, was very ſerene,” with little or no wind; 
nothing ſimilar to it happened on the night followipg, This « DN 
was ſo uncommon in that climate, that the moſt aged 2 rn 
zever known or 1 of the like. 


* 
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This retreat of Ayder was the ſignal of Nizam's 
| eee from him, that Suba retiring into the 
country. of Carpet or Cadapet. 
The ſame day that Ayder pitched his camp at 
Vaniambari, General Smith arrived at Ambour 
with his army, conſiſting of 28,000 men, of 
which 5, O00 were Engliſh ; for the Bengal rein- 
forcement conſiſted of ſix hundred Europeans, 
and ſix thouſand Seapoys, very much ſuperior 
in appearance to the Seapoys of Madras, and 
eſteemed by the mum as the beſt iafantry in 
India. 8 
The Engliſt — allowed his troops a ſhort 
time for "repoſe, and left Arbour on the very 
evening of his arrival, Airecting his march to 
Vamambari. © 
Ayder was fo eee ter waa Engliſh 
would not come to ſeek him, that he did not 
take the uſual precaution of diſpatching advanced 
guards of cayalry and light troops on the ſide 
of the enemy. There were no other than large 
bodies of cavalry on the other fide of the river, 
about half a league from the camp; and two re- 
doubts, raiſed about one hundred paces from the 
ſame bank, on an eminence, that ſerved as 
" Poſts for the advanced guards of infantry. Each 
of theſe redoubts mounted two pieces of cannon : 
and it was not till ſeven in the morning that the 
approach of the enemy was known by the cannon 
of the redoubts, that gave the ſignal of alarm; at 
the ſame inſtant that the arrival all he. horſemen 
PR the fact out of doubt. t 
That which induced Ayder to Kuppel ah 
Engliſh. would not paſs Ambour, a town on his 
frontier, was, his having dif patched: Propoſitions 
of peace to the army and to Madras. The bearer 
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by theſe propoſals was an Engliſhman, formerly 
factor or conſul at Carvac. As the chief Preli- 
minary was, that every thing ſhould remain in 
atu quo (an offer ſo much the more convenient, 
as neither party had any reſtitution to make; all 
the places formerly taken by the Engliſn deing 
recaptured, and Ayder having evacuated the do- 
minions of the Engliſh, or of Mehemet Ali Khan) 
he did not doubt of their being accepted. This 
mediator: had promiſed to ſend: advice, as early 
as poſſible, whether he had any hopes of ſucceed- 
ing in his miſſion. But General Smith, who had 
his inſtructions and his projects, did not think 
himſelt at liberty to ſuſpend his operations, 
though he was of opinion that peace would be 
advantageous to his nation. The Engliſhman 
continued his journey to Madras, without” ſend- 
ing back advice according to bis inſtructions. 
On his arrival at Madras, he found the governor 
and council recovered of their fright, and elated 
with the hope of ſucceſs from certain intrigues 
they were carrying on. In this diſpoſition they 
treated him as a young man, and derided his pro- 
poſitions; but the deen gen e gave them n. 
ficient reaſon to tepent. 

On the neus of the enemy 5 Wb, Aare 
put himſelf at the head of the piquets of cavalry, 
and paſſed the river; after giving orders to ſtrike 
the camp, to draw up the infantry in order of 
battle, and to march the heavy artillery and bags 
gage to Caveripatnam; at the ſame time com- 
manding his brother auen to — hit with 
all the cavalry. FEAR" | 8 
The Nabob advanced as 1 geln as diag ridoubess; | 
The enemy appeared in good order, coming. for- 
ward in three columns | of infantry : their whole 


dns 
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cavalry formed the rear-guard in a ſingle "TR 
except two hundred Englith een, who rode 
before the columns. 

The firſt care of this dbu was to 4 
off the cannon of the redoubts, and to cauſe the 
advanced guards of infantry to rejoin the .teſt of 
the army; and as he obſerved that the enemy 
continued to advance, he himſelf repaſſed the 
river, leaving Moctum Ali Khan at the head of 
a large body of cavalry, and the commandant of 
Europeans at the head of the huſſars and dragoons, 
with orders to obſerve the march of the enemy, 
and to harraſs them even ſo far as to attack the 
head of their columns; with the intention of 
cauſing them to ſlacken or ſtop their march, that 

Aydei's army might have time to retire, This 
cavalry, with the dragoons and huſſars at their 
head, haſtened to attack the enemy's columns 

to the centre and the leſt, which appeared in a 
ſituation; to come up with Ayder's army the ſoon- 
e ſt 3 becauſe the column to the right was on an 
eminence, and could not paſs the river without 
| defiling; as the banks were very | ſteep. The 
European cavalry were advancing full trot to at- 
tack the centre, when ſeveral cannon, diſcharged 
from the right-hand. column on their flank, killed 
two horſes; one of which was that of the com- 
mandant of Europeans; who falling, found him- 
ſelf immediately ſurreunded by the Engliſh dra- 

goons, and abandoned by his own, through the 
treachery of the greater number, who, together 
with their - officers, gave themſelves up to the 
Engliſh. The French commandant, m- falling, 
received a contuſion on the buttock and thigh, 
that formed an abſceſs; in nay cure of which he 
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kept his bed three months at Madras. This de- 
ſertion ſtopped the Indian cavalry, who returned; 
and General Smith ordered his army immediately 
to halt, ſuffering Ayder's army to retreat unmo- 
leſted. A fewiſhot were fired at ſome | cavalry 
that came to reconnoitre his army, that remained 
on the ſame ground till evening, becauſe his. equi- 
page could not arrive ſooner; at Which time he 
turned back, and encamped on the road to Am- 
bour, about half a league diſtant from the river. 

It is impoſſible to exceed the politeneſs and re⸗ 
ſpect that General Smith ſhewed to his priſoner; 
- the French commandant. He cauſed him to 
ſleep in his own tent; and informed him, that 
the march of his army had no other purpoſe than 
that of favouring the deſertion of the Europeans, 
which was expected to be much more conſider- 
able, in conſequence of a plot that had long been 
carried on, and which they were W e 
could be no longer concealed *. N 

The honour and integrity. ab We writer of 
theſe Memoirs has adhered to in the relation of 
the facts they contain, do not allow' him to paſs 
over in ſilence the odious plots that were made 


uſe of, in order to execute this infamous piece of 
a treachery. OSS RACHEL 74 wi), RNS 


* 


After the capture of Caveripathans; permiſſion 
was given to an adventurer. +,- a ſurgeon by pro- 
feſſion, to retire to the coaſt of Coromandel, tak- 
ing the advantage of going in company,withiſome 
Engliſh 0 * e deen taken in that 

ohnen 12 ee 11508 Ad place. 
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; * 4 Smith, Kid 5 5 * on this a * 4. hid, that, it 
keeping the ſecret, he had f6rgot to give an order for that purpoſe 
td Colonel Linn, who commanded the column to the right.. 

+ This man, whoſe name we conceal on account. of his family, 
has, by his bad conduct, attracted the notice of government, and 
is now in confinement. 
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place. This permiſſion was, no doubt; a great 
indiſcretion; but, as the proverb ſays, we can 
never think or every thing; and there was, be- 
ſides, a wiſh to get rid of a worthleſs man, from 
whom there was no reafon to fear any thing. 
Nothing leſo than an unforeſeen chain of circum- 
ſtances could have given him the Sry of doing 
miſchief. 
.. «This 8 came to Ayder at Caoascur, 
ene he announced! himfelf a Chevalier de St. 
Louis, and ancient captain of artillery, travelling 
to Pondicherry. He found credit with the com- 
mandant of Ayder's Europeans, to whom he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf; becauſe he had been recom- 
mended to that officer by the chief of the French 
factory at Calicut, who, in forwarding Europe- 
an news, added, T heſe-things may be. depended on, 
as they come — 790d hands + I laue them from M. 
i Olevalier de * * * , v is arrived from Eu- 
rape by the Caravans, 1 is: on "his way to Pondi- 
cherry, c. He. This commandant did not in- 
dulge a doubt reſpecting the good qualities of the 
chevalier, who, together with the croſs he had 
the audacity to dear, poſſeſſed likewiſe, to the 
minfumne of many, an engaging and ſeductive 
exterior. On this falſe appearance of candour 
and rectitude, the commandant of Europeans re- 
ceived him in the beſt manner, and preſented 
him to Ayder, who gave him the command of a 
battalion of Seapoys, with appointments to the 
value of four hundred rupees, or C. 50. per 
month. The man was abſolutely without com- 
mon neceſſaries; and the French commandant 
ſupplied him with lodging, ſubſiſtence, a car- 
riage, and every thing becoming: a gentleman. 
After theſe fervices, it may OY = ſuppoſ- 
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ed that he would have felt the utmoſt gratitude - 
and regard for his benefactor: but, on the con- 
trary, his perfidy and want of principle were ſuch, 
that in leſs than three months he was diſmiſſed 
from all his employs. - Being on the point of be- 
ing reduced to, beggary, he had the confidence to 
requeſt. permiſſion to exerciſe his buſineſs as a 
ſurgeon; This requeſt was made by the, media- 
tion of Ayder's ſurgeon, who had been a fellow- 
ſoldier, with him in Lally? regiment, and had re- 
collected him perfectly on his arrival; though, at 
the requeſt of the other, he did not expoſe him, 
Our gentleman, thus becoming a ſurgeon, found 
himſelf to be a. Chevalier de Chriſt *, by the aſ- 
ü ſiſtance of a croſs that ſerved every Purpoſe : it 
was, however, a real croſs of St. Louis, that ſide 
being untouched on which are the ſword and 
laurel crown, with the motto BeVice virtutis præ- 
mium; but on the ; ther, the enamel that repre- 
ſents St. Louis was taken off, and a ſmall croſs 
ſubſtituted in its place. He affirmed, that he 
bad cauſed this croſs to be made in this manner 
when in Portugal, in order to give it a French 
appearance. However, he was forbade to. Wear 
it; but he adorned himſelf by an, embroidery on 
his clothes, that was permitted him. A ſpeci- 
men of his uſual tricks having procured him to be 
confined, he obtained his enlargement by means 
of his comrade, with leave to repair to the coaſt 
ol E engel, in FARRAR of Toms ha of- 
7 | | cers 
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8 Be ede on the 5 5 after his arriv YE : tin RY was 
a knight of this Portugueſe order. The facility with which he 
conſerred thele dignitics upon himſelt, and a long ſtay at Liſbon, 
whence the tear of hanging had induced him to make his eſcape, 
aud a patent ſince affirmed to be forged, were the caules * this 
quality was not called in que tio N | 
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ficers who were to return to Madras.” Our ad- 
venturer ſpoke good Engliſh, and undertook to 
court the favour of Captain M * ** *, by a 
ſtring of narrations to which that gentleman either 
gave credit, or pretended to do fo. Among 
other things, he told him, that all the Europe- 
ans in Ayder's ſervice, 0 conſtituted his chief 
force, were much dicguſted with the fervice they 
were engaged in, and ſtill more with their com- 
mandant; and that if the government of Madras 
would employ him, he would engage to cauſe 
them all to deſert; in the execution of which 
project, his friend, the ſurgeon of the Nabob, 
would engage to lend every aſſiſtance in his 
; Power. 
The Engliſh officer, charmed at the diſcove- 
ry of a method of turning the attention of the 
Madras adminiftration from the cowardly defence 
he had made, preſented our chevalier to Colonel 
Call, engineer in chief, and a man of great in- 
flnence 1 in the council. He had great abilities; 
but, conſidering the extent of His mind, he was 
blanieable for attending more to the purpoſe or 
end he aimed at, than to the difficulties that 
might prevent his arriving at it. This colonel, 
who, like many others, was bigotted to the opi- 
nion that the Indians can do nothing without the 
belp of the Europeans in their ſervice, was de- 
lighted with the project of the cheralier, and 
preſented him to the governor and Mehemet Ali 
Khan, by whom he was receive] as a guardian 
angel. Thus it was that this man, from being 
a ſurgeon driven out of Ayder's camp, ſuddenly 
found kimfelf the friend and confidant of the go- 
vernor and Mehemet Ali . He was nobly 


entertained, 
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entertained, and loaded with preſents, i in 1 ſpite of 
the railleries of ſome Engliſhmen, who knew him 
from the reputation he had acquired by exhibit- 
ing his tricks at Bengal. 
While the gentlemen at Madras were delibe- 
rating on the means of carrying their plot into 
execution, an ancient. French officer, of the 
Faſt India Company's troops of that nation, ar- 
rived there. He ſuppoſed, himſelf to have been . 
unjuſtly treated by that Company; and came to 
offer his ſervices. to the n en Ayder Ali 
Khan. 
The project of the chevaller? ſurgeon was 
communicated to him. He did not heſitate to 
undertake the taſk of carrying it into effect. 
His offer was accepted, with a promiſe of mak- 
ing him lieutenant colonel, with the command 
of a corps in the pay of the Engliſh Company; 
the' baſis of which was to be compoſed of the de- 
ſerters from Ayder. 

To engage the confidence of the Eng lin go- 
vernment, this officer cauſed his s and va- 
luable effects to be carried to the houſe of the 
governor, who placed them in his cabinet. Not 
to make himſelf ſuſpected by Ayder, this new 
emiſſary repaired to Pondicherry, where he com- 
municated in confidence to all his acquaintance 
his deſign of going into the ſervice of that Na- 
bob. A number of officers and young men of- 
fered to accompany him. He was careful to 
tranſmit their names to the governor of Madras 3 
and left Pondicherry ſecretly, at the time he ex 
pected the complaints of the Engliſh governor 
would arrive. The French governor, on receipt 
of. the letter of complaint, ſent for thoſe who 
were nominated, and demanded their word of 


honour, 
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| honour, that they would not Jeave Pondicherry 
without his conſent, .. + 

The informer, who had the utmoſt facility. i in 
making his journey, becauſe the country he had 
to traverſe was entirely under the government of 
the Engliſh, repaired to the camp of Colonel 
Mood in the environs of Ahtour. He remained 
there two days; when that army departing to 
join General Smith, he went to Ahtour, and de- 
clared himſelf to be French: guides and every 
thing he demanded were conſequently allowed to 
conduct him to Ayder's camp. He arrived, ac- 
companied by a ſingle ſervant; and affirmed, 
that having met the army. of Colonel Wood, 
he had paſſed two days in the foreſts, | at the 
riſque of being devoured by tygers; and that he 
had made the journey from Pondicherry to Ah 
tour on foot. 

The reputation he had r probably in 
conſequence of the virtues and talents his . | 
tions had exhibited in India, prejudiced the com- 
mandant of Avder's Europeans in his favour. 

That officer thought himſelt happy i in ſeeing him 
arrive, ſuppoſing that he had found a companion 
to ſhare bis labours; and conſequently endea- 
voured to render him every mark of friendſhip 
and reſpect. The emiſſary at firſt ſeemed to 
meet the advances of the commandant with cor- 
dial regard. He waited afterwards on Raza Sa- 
eb, whom he had long known, and. who repoſed 
the utmoſt confidence in him on account of his 
family, which had always been highly attached 
to that prince's father, Raza Sach undertook to 
introduce him to Ayder, who, to. the ſurprize of 
all preſent, received him with evident marks of 
chagrin : which was ſo much the more ftrange, 

N as 
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as that Nabob always received the commoneſt 
French ſoldier with pleaſure. But he had been 
informed poſitively by Moctum, his brother - in- 
law, who bad ſeen the officer at the head of the 
French cavalry, when he eſcorted the convoys > 
from Gingi to Pondicherry, that the man was 2 
coward. It was not poſſible to perſuade Ayder 
to receive him with any mark of reſpect; as he 
had too much eſteem and friendſhip for his bro- 
ther- in lw, not to give credit to his repork. By 
this prevention he could not obtain the command 
of a company of huſſars, that was without a cap- 
tain and was commanded by a heutenant who 
could neither write nor read. The European 
commandant, not having the leaſt idea of its be- 
ing poſſible that a man of family and reputation, 
as the newly arrived officer was, could deſerve 
ſuch a character, was firmly perſuaded that Moc- 
tum had prejudiced Ayder againſt him without 
reaſon, To convince him of his eſteem, he 
communicated to him, in confidence, the ſecret 
of the expedition againſt Godelour; believing 
that he could give him good advice, becauſe he 
had lately arrived from Pondicherry, which is not 
more than two leagues diſtant from Godelour; 
and expecting that the ſucceſs of the expedition 
would be productive of advantage to him. We 
have already ſhewn how he made uſe of Raza 
Saeb, to fruſtrate this undertaking; and how he 
prevented the governor, and the major part of 
the council, from being made priſoners: for as 
he knew of the intended expedition of Tippou 
Saeb by means of Raza, who had an entire con- 
fidence in him, he ſent off his ſervant among the 
Pandaris that Tippou Saeb took with him, be- 
<a having no other intention than that of 

71 N ravaging 
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ravaging the country, he. could not take a ſet 
of men more capable of doing it. The battle 
of Tirnmaly happened a few days after the ar- 
_ rival of this Engliſh emiſſary; and the officers of 
cavalry, with the permiſſion of their comman- 
dant, who attended his duty as general of the 
gre offered to place him at their head dur- 

ing the battle. But he refuſed, and kept con- 
ſtantly behind Ayder, who ſeeing. him mounted 
on a horſe of one of the huſſars, as he knew by 
the harneſs, cauſed à horſe to be preſented to 
him that belonged to one of the Pandaris that had- 
been ſlain, which was the greateſt affront he od 
ſhew him. 

'When the army marched from. Singueman to 
encamp between Caveripatnam and Veniambari, 
and had paſſed the Paler about three leagues from 
their new camp, the commandant remained with 
the artillery, on account of the paſſage being ren- 
dered difficult by the rains that had ſwelled the 
river. At this time Ayder ſent to him, on ac- 
count of a ſedition among the huſſars and dra- 
goons, who refuſed the pay that was offered 
them as uſual, inſiſting on being paid in ſilver 
Tupees ee, of gold pagodas; which would 
have made a difference of about five ſhillings a 
month in their favour. As this difficulty had ne- 
ver. been made before, the commandant had not 
much trouble in perſuading them to receive the 
money that was offered them; and taking occa- 
ſion of the battle lately loſt, in which their at- 
tack, and ſtill leſs that of the other cavalry, was 
not ſupported ſo well as might have been expect- 
ed, he reproached them for raiſing difficulties 
about their pay, without ſhewing any great rea- 
dineſs to deſerve it. They who ſecretly n . 
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them to murmur, were doubtleſs eager in urging 
them to reſent this affront; for that very even- 
ing they went off in a body, with their regimen- 
tals and ſabres, and repaired with offers of ſervice. 
to the camp of Ram Schander, a Maratta prince, 
who had received into his pay the Europeans that. 
Ayder had formerly diſgraced and caſhiered. On 
the news of their departure, the commandant pur- 
ſued them at the head of a body of grenadier Sea- 
poys. Ram Schander, cautious of giving offence _ 
to Ayder, and probably informed that the Euro- 
peans were purſued, ordered them to quit his 
camp. Being then totally at a loſs what ſteps to 
take, they waited for the commandant, grounded 
their arms at his command, and ſuffered them-. 
ſelves to be conducted back without reſiſtance.— 
They were kept bound and expoſed to public view 
for ſome days; but at length were reinſtated, ap- 


parently at the interceſſion of Ayder; who did 


not think it beneath him to pretend to ſpeak in 
their favour. All this may not ſeem very pru- 
dent in Europe; but it is neceſſary to att end to 
the ſituation of Ayder and the commandant. Ay. 


der eſteemed the Europeans perhaps far beyond 


their value, and the other exiſted only by their 
means. This ſedition was thought to be a kind 


of buſineſs that would not be attended: with any 


conſequences; more eſpecially as they did not 
know where to direct their ſteps, or to ſituate them 
ſelves better. Bi x opp 
This affair happened. ſome days before: the . 
ture of Vaniambari; and every thing ſeemed 


quiet, when advices came to the Nabob from Vai- 


lour, and from St. Thomas to the commandant, 


that ſame treachery was carrying on, and a de- 


fertion projecting, among the Europeans in A- 
N 2 „ 
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der's army. Not being able to build any thing 
upon ſuch general advice, and the agents being 
ſuch as were leaſt ſuſpected, the commandant 
ſuppoſed he could do nothing better than to aſ- 
ſemble all the Europeans, and to require an oath 
on the croſs and the holy goſpels, by which they 
ſhould promiſe to ſerve Ayder Ali Khan with fide- 
lity; to adviſe the prince and the commandant of 
every thing they might hear to his prejudice ;. 
and not to quit his ſervice without aſking for per- 
miſſion. Before the oath was adminiſtered; eve- 
ry individual was aſked whether he had received his 
pay; and was offered his diſmiſſion, if he requeſt- 
ed it. This precaution was thought ſufficient ; 
and would have been fo, if the government of 
Madras had not employed means to prevent its 
effect. V . 
The Engliſh emiſſary found an excellent coad- 
Jutor in the ſurgeon, the- friend of the Chevalier 
de Chriſt: for this man had a natural inclination 
for hazardous undertakings, and ſought to render 
himſelf the ſubje& of diſcourſe at any rate *. He 
offered to undertake every thing on the aſſurance . 
pr oaths to ator lat Suns Neo e 
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* To give an unequivocal proof of the character of this ſurgeon, 
it may be recollected, that in 1776, there appeared, in the different 
journals, a letter pretended to be written by a phyſician in Sweden, 
which announced that a man had been delivered of a child, or was 
at the point of delivery. The fingular and ridiculous diſputes on the 
ſubject of this phænomenon, are freſh in the memory: of everyone. 
The true inventor of this tale was no other than our ſurgeon, who 
in 1766 tranſmitted from Coilmoutour to the Sigur de la G. firſt 
counſellor: at Pondicherry, the hiſtory of this monſtrous pregnan- 

affirming that Ayder had employed him to act the part of 
mid wife in the buſineſs. To his hiſtory were added the anatomy 
and delcription of the parts, entirely reſembling that ſaid to be 
from Sweden; and as the inventor is in a double capacity the fa- 
vourite of Apollo, the god of medicine and poeſy, he adjoined a 
poem on the wonders of nature, relative to the prodigy he an- 
nounetd. This hiſtöry is too well known to admit & the leaſt © 
doubt of its truth. IE i | 145 
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of being appointed ſurgeon- major in the Engliſh 
-fervice. But the conſpirators not ſucceeding 
with the ſoldiers, on account of the oath they had 
taken, wrote to Madras; informing their princi- 
pals that it was neceſſary they ſhould have the co- 
operation of the two Jeſuits then in Ayder's camp, 
and that it would be expedient to forward a letter 

from the governor of Pondicherry to thoſe fathers, 
ordering the French to quit Ayder's ſervice, by 
paſſing over to the army, and through: the coun- 
try of the Engliſh, who would receive them, and 
ſuffer them, to join their own ſtandard at Pondi- | 
cherry; : 

The Jeſuits were in the moſt abſolute late of 
dependance on the Engliſh; and having no other 
exiſtence in India than they were pleaſed to grant, 
they thought themſelves obliged to ſerve them 
according to the direQions tranſmitted to them. 
They obtained paſſports ſrom Ayder for their do- 
meſtics paſſing to and from their houſes at St. 
Thomas's; and by that means became the agents 
of the correſpondence | of the Engliſh: with their 
emiſſaries. They were provided with a fictitious 
fetter from the governor of Pondicherry, who had 
aer written to Ayder in their favour, ſuppoſ- 

ing them to be priſoners; though they received 
every kindneſs, and only waited a favourable op- 
portunity to return. To perform the commiſſion 
they had from the Engliſh, they - privately ſhew- 
ed the Europeans the pretended letter, affirming 
that they were forbidden to ſhew it to the com- 
mandant; but that the governor had ſent to them 
to excite the Chriſtians to leave the ſervice of a 


Mahometan prince; at the ſame time that, as 1 


divines, they informed them that their oath given 
to an infidel was null, and ceaſed to be obligato- 
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ry, by reaſon of the order of the king's repreſen. 
tative. The producing a letter of this kind. to the 
ſoldiers of Ayder cannot be denied; as the fact is 
notorious, and can be proved by many witneſſes 
now in Paris. The letter was falſe, becauſe the 
governor of Pondicherry could have no reaſon 
for concealing it from the commandant : on the 
contrary, that officer being in poſſeſſi on of let- 
ters entirely, written in the governor's hand, it 
would have been in his power to have prevented | 
any ſuſpicion of its forgery, if it could have ſtood 
that teſt: and as the governor was not ignorant 
that a counſellor of Pondicherry had a correſpon- 
_ dence in cypher with the commandant, by which 
all diſpatches were communicated to him, he 
would certainly have informed him of the con- 
tents of this letter, which was addreſſed to all the 
French in Ayder's army. The Jeſuit fathers who 
ſerved the Engliſh in this buſineſs, as well as the 
three ring, we prieſts, were ſent back in com- 
pany with Engliſh factor, who went to Ma- 
bs with propoſitions of peace. 
When the Portugueſe pricſts arrived at Vai- 
lor r, and ſaw the Jeſuits give their letters to Ge- 
neral Smith and the governor of the place, they 
were in the high. {t aſtoniſhment to find that thoſe 
reverend fathers had charged themfelves with a 
miſſion of ſuch a nature; and ſo much the more, 
as the news they brought appeared to be not ca- 
ſual, but early and important. The prieſts ne- 
ver ſpoke of this event without trepidation and 
fear; proteſting they were innocent, and totally 
ignorant of the. intrigues and mancuvres carried 
on againſt a prince who had loaded them with fa- 
vours. In fact, Ayder had given each of them, 
at parting, the ſum of three hundred rupees to 
1 bear 
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bear their travelling charges; a ſum which is 
equivalent to thirty guineas; and if he had been 
ſo diſpoſed, it was in his power to have inflited 
on them the puniſhment an worthleſs Ju had 
ſo well deſerved. ' 

- Ayder having retired to Gerte, Ge- 
veal Smith took poſſeſſion of Vaniambari, which 
had been left without a garriſon; but he could 
no longer follow Ayder, becauſe he was obliged 


to wait for the convoys of ammunition and ſtores 


that had a great diſtance to travel: and the diffi= 


culty of collecting a ſufficient number of oxen for 
draught and carriage was ſuch, that 'he was under 
the neceſſity. of detaching a part of his army to 
bring forward the convoy. The capture of the 
ſtores and ammunition laid up at Ambour, was 
the cauſe of . theſe N in General See 
operations. - | 
The government of Madras according Wwihely 
promiſes, formed a body of light troops, compoſ- 
ed of cavalry and infantry, under the name of the 
foreign corps; of which their French emiſſary 
in the camp of Ayder was made commandant, 
and the Chevalier de Chriſt commiſſary. To put 
a finiſh to the relation of theſe” "deteſtable- proceed- 
ings, we think it neceſſary to mention, in this 
place, the fate this nev/ crop experienced in ſpite 
of the intrignes of the commiſfary, WHO employ- 
ed not only ſubordination but affuſſination. Ts: 
augment the toreign corps, he was always re- 
duced to little or nothing; thoſe Who were ſent 
to Pondicherry and elſewhere to enliſt men, were 
difeavered; almoſt all the horſemen. Aeſertech. 
and took refuge either at Pondicherry or with 
Ayder, who paid them for horſes they brought, 
48 If they had- not ſtolen them from- himſelf. 
7 MN 4 : „ 
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The commandant of this unfortunate corps was 
puniſhed, according to his deſerts, by thoſe very 
men whom he had ſerved at the expence of his 
honour: An Engliſh. court-martial declared him 
a coward,” and unworthy to continue in the ſer- 
vice; and condemned him to be. degraded from 
his rank, and expelled from the army. We have 
already mentioned the fate of the Chevalier Who 
firſt projected this ſcheme. 

Nizam Ali Khan, who, as we have before 
obſerved, quitted Ayder, and departed: for the 


Country of Carpet, was no ſooner arrived there, 


than his Divan and worthy miniſter Rocum 
Daulla wrote to Mehemet Ali Khan, his brother- 
in-law, to acquaint him that he had at length 
prevailed on Nizam to abandon Ayder; and 
that if he and the Engliſh deſired it, he would 
repair to Madras, with full power to make ſuch 

2 treaty as they might wiſh for or expect. 
The governor and council, of Madras haſte ned 
70 ſignify, their deſire of ſeeing ſo great a perſonage 
in their capital : and, in conſequence, Rocum 
Daulla and Rham Schander, a Maratta prince, 
one of the principal confidents of Nizam, re- 
paired with great pomp to Madras, where they 
made a magnificent. entry, being ſaluted by the 
cannon, and the Engliſh troops lining the ſtreets 
they paſſed through. They were every day en- 
tertained with new ſpeQaacles, and conducted to 
ſee the ſhipping, and every thing that was de- 
ſerving their attention : but what gave'them the 
moſt ſatisfaction was, the valuable preſents that 
were made them. Nizam had the leaſt ſhare; 
the preſents fent to him were of inconſiderable 
value; but the deficiency was made up by pro- 
miſer of vaſt magnitude: 3! and, on the other hand, 
| theſe 
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theſe great and magnificent miniſters ſigned a 
treaty, by which Nizam Daulla confirmed Mehe- 
met Ali Khan in the Nabobſhip of Arcot, and 
in all the country he poſſeſſed or might obtain. 
Nizam Ali likewiſe ratified the gift to the e 
of the four circars or provinces to the north f 
Maſulipatam, as well as the gift of chat great 
cit FOE | 
| Two counſellors of Madras afterwards depart- 
ed, in quality of ambaſſadors, to Nizam Ali, who 
ſent them back with the greateſt honours, and 
loaded with preſents for themſelves and the ge- 
vernor. Thus it was that this Suba, who, twen- 
ty years before, held the deſtiny of India in his 
hands, became a kind of beggar among other 
powers, and daily loft that credit and conſider- 
ation which gave him his fuperb titles. be W 
Morarao, a Maratta prince, poſſeſſor of a ſmall 
territory beyond Scirra, joined the Engliſh army, 
bringing with him about two thoufand five hun- 
dred horſe, and three thouſand foot, the Whole 
in bad order; but the Engliſh fought for ſuccours 
from all parts. | 
General Smith, perfectly a0 niüted with the 
nature of the country, and the kind of war 
was to carry on, endeavoured without fucceſs to 
prevail on the council at Madras to accept the 
offers of peace held out by Ayder. He therefore 
offered it as his' opinion, that it would been more 
advantageous, inſtead of loſing time in making | 
ſieges, to purſue and prefs Ayder's army as much 
as poſſible ; and, if he could not be come up With, 0 
to beſiege ook place of conſequence. He pro- | 
poſed, for the object of their efforts, Benguelour, | 
the capital of a fine country. But the goveru- 
ment of Madras, determined to conquer all the 
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country on The exterior ſide of the grand 8 


* obliged the general to divide his army into two 


2 5 and to give the command of one part to 
olonel Wood, for the purpoſe of beſieging and 
taking all the ſmall places that lie in the vallies, 


- while General Smith was employed in keeping 


Ayder's army in employment. 

_ General Smith having complied. with theſe 
orders, the project appeared to be attended with 
"the greateſt ſucceſs. Colonel Wood took a great 


number of places, and that with ſo much the 


more facility, as three fourths of them had no 
other garriſon than the militia of the country. 


44 "Theſe conqueſts wonderfully elated the governor 


and council, who, as the crowning ſtrake of their 
ſucceſs, received the news that an armament of 
about eight thouſand men from Bombay had 
lande at Mangalor, and taken that city; whoſe 
feeble garriſon, not being aſſiſted by the inha- 
bitants, had made their eſcape. Ayder's veſſels, 


heing then at Goa, were not captured; but three 


hung ed pieces of cannon were found in the 
place, including a quantity of very indifferent 


iron guns, deſigned for the ſhipping, and for the 


moſt part unſerviceable:— but this is of no con- 
ſequence, as the number of guns is always a great 


ornament to a relation. The commandant of 
this atmy wrote word, that he intended, as early 


As poſlible, to. march to Ayder Nagar, not ima- 
gining he ſhould find any difficulty in penetrating 


fo far, and. {till farther from indulging a doubt of 


taking it, together with the immenſe treaſures 
Aer. had laid up in the place. 


. This important piece of news was announced” 


fired 


* 
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fired from Fort St. George; and the relation of 
the capture of Mangalor was f pread into all the 
European ſettlements, An every c oO! -r part of 
the country. 


The news of the landing of the Engliſh at 


Mangalor had been inſtantly forwarded to Ayder: 


| he was conſequently under the neceſſity of haſ- 


tening to oppoſe this army; that had taken foot- | 


ing in the centre of Canara, a kingdom lately 
ſubjected to him, and which he ſuppoſing, from 
its ſituation, to be out of the reach of inſult, had 


not provided with any conſiderable number of | 


troops. 


immediately for the kingdom of Canara. The 
ſon of Ayder had the advanced guard, at the head 
of three thouſard cavalry ;: and Ayder himſelf 
marched with three thouſand” of his grenadiers, 
part of his artillerv, and about twelve hundred of: 
his cavalry,. ſtaving the reſt of his army under the 
command of Meum, with injunctions to har- 
rafs the tuo Fngliffy almites for the purpoſe of 
retarding their operationh, but to hazard. no- 
thing. 20 P 


General Smith, as foo as he was apprized 


of the departire of Ayder, propoſed again the 


fiege. of Benghelour. The. council, elated with 
the Righ expectations they Had built on the news 
from Mangaler, Were fer once of his opinion: 


'The ae te had been left at Biſnagar, Scir= 
ra, and Syringpatnam, received orders to march 


\ 


but as. they regarded the ſiege of Benguelour as 


a affair of The rèateſt importance, it was reſolved 
that Colonel Cal, chief engineer, ſhould have the 
direction; and to emancipate him from the orders 
of General Swich, , it was ordered that there ſhould 


be 
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be a committee in the army, compoſed of the 
Nabob Mehemet Ali Khan, Colonel Call, and 
Mr. Mackis; the two laſt being of the council. 
This committee were, conjointly with General 
Smith, to decide on all the operations; and in 
order that ſuch grave perſonages might not have 
the mortification to fail in an enterprize of ſuch 
importance for the Engliſh nation, it was deter- 
mined that the greateſt preparations ſhould be 
made. In conſequence, they were furniſhed with 
ſixteen mortars of different calibres, thirty-three, 
two- and- thirty pounders, fifty ſmaller cannon, 
with a profuſion of powder and ball, and every 
other ammunition: and ſince all theſe things had 
a tract of eighty leagues to paſs over before they 
arrived at Benguelour, and the original difficulty 
of procuring oxen ſtill remained, ſeveral ſtations 
were appointed to be waited at till every thing 
was in ſufficient forwardneſs to begin the ſiege. 
General Smith employed himſelf in ſecuring a 
paſſage for the convoys, by the capture of a num- 
ber of fortreſſes he found in his way. He even 
Fucceeded in taking one ſmall place by ſtratagem. 
His ſcouts had. taken an Algara belonging to 
Moctum, who carried a letter, advifing the com- 
mandant of that place, that at the cloſe of the 
night he would receive a reinforcement of five 
hundred Seapoys; at the ſame time ward 
im, that he was in danger of being befiege 
General Smith having an Algara * who was per- 
fealy acquainted with the court and army of Ayder, 
gave 92 the! charge, of this wm of _ 
| WER - 


* All theſe Algaras are 1 > ek that gbr 
to diminiſh the idea the Europeans have of theſe men, who are 
ſuppoſed to be all pricſts and men of learning. They are 88885 — 
. couriers or ſpies, 
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with orders to carry it to the commandant, and 
aſſure him of the arrival of the ſuccours. Th 
letter produced its defired effect. At the cloſe 
of the night they received a body of Engliſh 


Seapoys, who did not fail to take pee of | 


the place. 

Moctum being informed of, this event, FR 
is revenge a few days after, and retook the place 
dy another ſtratagem. He cauſed ſome Indian 
horſemen to appear on the plain, among wham 
were a. number in blue uniforms, like the Engliſh 
dragoons. One of them was detached to adviſe 
the commandant of the place, in good Engliſh, 


that they were purſued by a large body of Ayder's 


_ cavalry, and that he was ſent by the commanding . 
officer of the detachment, to deſire the gates 
might be kept open for X S646 reception. This 


man was an Engliſh dragoon, who had newly de- 


ferted with his horſe; which prevented any ſuſ- 
Picton from ariſing. A large body of cavalry. ap- 
peared; and the pretended Engliſh detachment 
came full ſpeed into the place, took poſſeſſion of 
one of the gates, and admitted the whole troop. 

The horſemen in blue were clothed with the ha- 
bits of Ayder's cannoniers. 


Colonel Wood beſieging great numbers of pla- | 


ces, according to his inſtructions, found himſelf 
very ſoon in a conſiderable embarraſſment for want 
of troops. He accordingly wrote to the council 
at Madras for reinforcements, obſerving that his 
troops were diſperſed: in garriſoning, the different 
places he had taken; adding, that, if it was their 
pleaſure that he ſhould deſtroy theſe places inſtead _ 
of garriſoning them, it would: be neceſſar to 
ſupply him with a large quantity of powder for that 
purpoſe. While he was in expectation of the 

anſuer 
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anſwer of the council, he beſieged Darmapuri, a 

place ſome what more conſiderable than thoſe he 
had hitherto attacked. The commandant was a 
brave man, named Pinda Khan, highly "eſteemed 
by Ayder, and formerly in the ſervice of the 
French. This active commander made a vigo- 
rous defence, and did not hciſt the white flag 
till the breach was made, and the ditch filled. 


His deputies having waited on Colonel Wood, 


he offered them no other capitulation than that 


of ſurrendering at diſcretion. The deputies not 


being authorized to accept ſuch hard terms, 'with- 
out conſuking the commandant, returned to the 
place; almoſt all the garrifon being then on the 


rampart and ia the breach. When they ſaw the 


deputies return, they crowded about them, to 
enquire what ſucceſs they had met with; and at 
the ſame inftant the Fngeliſh' grenadiers feu ped 
out of the trench, mounted the "breach, followed 
by the Scapoys who hach been commanded for the 
aſſault, and all the garriſon, the commandant, his 
ſon, and every officer, were inhumanly maſfa- 
| cred; except twelve European cannoniers, who 
Wwete faved by the Englifh grenadiers. This aſ- 
fault was made while the white flag was on the 
breach. It is reported that Colonel Wood's army 
was enraged to find no plunder in all the places 
they had taken: for Ayder had commanded all 
the inhabitants of any place in danger of being 
'befieged, to leave the ſame with all their effects; 


and bad ſtrictly forbidden the officers and ſoldiers 


from having any plate or valuable property, but 
only the ſmall quantity of linen which is abſohately 
neceſſiry in India. In this order he ohſerved, 
that the Europeans make war on Le Indians only. 


* 5 x . * 
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in hopes of plunder z and that it was not e 
to indulge their avidity. T | 
It is not eaſy. to determine A Colonel Wood 
Er his officers did not repreſs the cruelty of the 
ſoldiers, ſince they avowed that the grenadiers 

made this attack without their orders. ao 
To revenge the ſufferers at Damapuri, Moctum 
afterwards maſſacred a conſiderable body of Sea- 
poys in the plain of Ovilour: and as for Ayder, 
he conceived fo violent a hatred for Colonel 
Wood, that he always afterwards endeavoured, 
in preference, to attack his army, and to lay ſriares 
for him; and it is probable that the. conſequences - 
would have been very diſagreeable to that gentle- 
man, if he had cn fallen into the 
hands of Ayder. | 

Aſter the capture of Deuser Colonel Wood 
joined his army to that of General Smith, accord- 
ing to the orders he had received from Madras. 
That general, after ſecuring the paſſage of his 
convoys, marched towards Benguelour, and took 
- feveral neighbouring places; among others were 
Colar and Oſcota; and with the intention of 
making this laſt place the ſtorehouſe for the ſiege, 
he cauſed it to be fortified. 

On his approach to Oſcota, G Smith 


received a deputation from the inhabitants of _ 


Divanelli, who came to offer him a contribution. 
They informed him that the ſmall town, and its 
fortreſs or caſtle, were the places that had the 
good fortune to ſee the birth of Ayder Ali Khan; 
a circumſtance that had aſſured them of the favour 
of that prince, who had beſtowed many pri vi- 
. teges on the town and territory. General Smith 
replied that he ſhould be the firſt in giving the 
example of * the birth-place of ſo great 


A Tovereign 3 ; 
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a ſovereign; and granted ſafe-guards as well 
fot the town as the territory of Divanelli. 
He + refuſed to accept their contribution, and 
ſtrictly forbade any individual of his army from 
entering the place without his permiſſion. +< + - 

'This proceeding augmented the eſteem Ayder 
had long conceived for General Smith: and on 
this occaſion that ſovereign ſent two ſuperb horſes 
to him, as a preſent he begged him to accept. 
The commander of the army from Bombay, 
who ſuppoſed, after the capture of Mangalor, that 
nothing now remained, as he wrote to Madras, 
but to march to Ayder Nagar, found his expec- 
. tations not a little abated, when he was informed 
that he had ſixty leagues to travel in a country 
interſected by woods, mountains, and rivers, and 
more eſpecially that the approach to Nagar would 
be attended with the greateſt difficulty. He did 
not, however, give up his intention; but con- 
tinued his preparations, though very lowly. His. 
army was then encamped without the gates of, 
Mangalour, in the greateſt ſecurity. _ | 
The ſon of Ayder marched from Benguelour 
with all the ardour of a young man, who burns 
with a deſire for glory. Ee quickly arrived in 
the kingdom of , Canara, whoſe people, alarmed, 
but full of confidence in the ſon. of their king, ran 
before him as to the man on whom their ſafety 
depended. Animated by the acclamations of the 
people, the young prince continued his way to 
Mangalor, cauſing all the troops to follow him 
that he found in his way, and who aſſembled from 
all parts. His march was ſo rapid, and the fide- 
Hty of the Canarins was ſuch, that he came in 
ſight of the Engliſh camp before they had received 
any advice. He perceived the tumult and fear 
C his 
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his ſudden appearance had made. Without wait- 
ing for.repoſe after his fatiguing march, he ad- 
vanced, drove back the guards, attacked the army, 
totally routed and purſued them to the gates of 
Mangalor, where his cavalry entered pell-mell 
with the ſugitives. Three thouſand infantry, juſt 
come up, were aſtoniſhed" to find the Engliſh 


camp abandoned. They plundered the camp and 


the town of every thing they found; which the 
prince allowed to puniſh the inhabitants for refuf- 
ing to aſſiſt in the defence of the city. The route 

of this Engliſh army was ſo great, that very few 
bad time to make their eſcape on board the ſhips, 
to which they communicated their fears. Their 
flight added to the ardour of Ayder's Europeans 
and Seapoys, who per: e oh an 
took three tranſports. 113 

4000: this manner was the whole: Engl ery 


— 


5 2d * This lar event for —— rr 
pened the eighth day after the capture of Manga- 


lor. It is difficult to conceive how a victory of 


this nature could be gained; or how, during the 
ſpace of thirty days, the Engliſh” general could 
neglect the taking poſſeſſion of ſome advanced 


poſts, Which would have given him advice' of the 


approach of the enemy. i 0 HG 

Ayder arrived the evening after the victory; 
and his ſon had nothing to ſay but, with Cæſar, 
veni, vidi, vici. It is ſaid he wept” for joy when 
he embraced bis ſon. Some Portugueſe mer- 
chants, eſtabliſhed for ſeveral generations at 
Mangalor, entertained the opinion, that from the 
fortunate: diſembarkment of the Engliſh army, 

2 ” and 
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and the great ſucceſſes that the Engliſh attributed 
to General Smith and Colonel Wood, it was 
probable that the Engliſh would conquer the 
' greateſt part of Ayder's dominions, or at leaſt 
remain maſters of Mangalor. They had there - 
fore the imprudence to treat with the Engliſſi 
general, and to contract with him for ſupplying 
the army with proviſions. As ſpon as Ayder was 
informed of this circumſtance, he cauſed theſe 
merchants to appear before him, with the chief 
of the | Portugueſe factory, and ſeveral: Chriſtian 
prieſts belonging to the three churches at Manga- 
lor. He then demanded of the Portugueſe chief 
and the prieſts, what puniſhment the Chriſtians 
inflict on thoſe who ſhould preſume to betray their 
ſoyereign, by giving aſſiſtance to his enemies. 
The Portugueſe officer having without heſitation 
anſwered, that ſuch a crime deſerved death; 
Ayder replied, I do not judge in mat manner, 
for dur laws are milder. Since they have nhade 
themſelves Engliſh by engaging to [ſerve them, 
their property ſhall be adjudgedito belong to Eng- 
liſhmen; and themſelves ſhall be thrown into 
priſon till I make peace with that nation.“ 
Ay der, after chis deciſion, haſtened to return to 
the kingdom of Benguelour, ane care to ade 
a ſtroug garriſon at Mangalo . 
Doring Ayder's expedition and return, Oine. 


ral Smitlt had ſufficient time to receive his artille- 


ry and ammunition. Mehemet Ali, and the 
other commiſſioners of the council, were likewiſe 
arrived with a numerous ſuite, dd with a. new 


Eins of luxury, unknown till then even in the ar- 


mies of the Indians: this, however, conſiſted in 
nothing elſe than a numbet of large covert wag- 
Saus loaded with a proviſion. of all ſorts of wines. 
! 1 But 
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But after all theſe preparations, it was diſcovered 
that the rice and proviſions /were in ſo ſmall a 
quantity, that they could not poſſibly hold out the 
time the ſiege might probably laſt; While Ayder 
and his toops would not fail to recover part of the 
fortreſſes that were to ſecure the convoys from the 
country of Arcot. And it was, beſides, impoſſi- 
ble to ſend eſcorts ſtrong enough to defend them 
againſt the army of Ayder; General Smith hav- 
ing need of all his troops, as well for the ſiege, as 
for the defence of Oſcota, where his . ſtores. were 
depoſited, and to keep an open communication 
between the two places. 

Morarao propoſed to make the ſiege of Ciota 
Ballapour, otherwiſe Little Ballapour, a ſtrong 
fortreſs about ten leagues from Benguelour, and 
three leagues from the country of the Patane Na- 
bobs; as he affirmed. that, when they were mas- 
ters of Ballapour, he could, obtain, either from 
his own dominions, or from Sanour and the neigh- 
bouring countries, any quantity of rice or ſheep 
that they might «leſire. This advice being ap- 
proved of by the committee, General Smith leit 
Oſcota with his army, and every neceſſary for 
making the ſiege of Ballapour. He leſt a ſtrong 
_ garriſon in Oſcota, where Mehemet Mi®ban, 
Colonel Call, and Mr. Mackis were to remain. 

Ayder, who had followed General Smith, — - 


continually harraſſed him with his cavalry. and 


ſometimes with his artilſery, perceived that he 
could not prevent his opening his trenches before 
Ballapour: he therefore raiſed his camp, and 
marched for Oſcota, where he arrived a little be- 
fore day. As ſoon as dawn appeared, he attack- 
ed and carried the ſuburb of the place, which 
N | | ' | WAS 
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was defended by a ſingle retrenchmeut of earth, 
and a ditch the Engliſh had made: he took a 
conſiderable number of ſoldiers and Seapoys the 
"Engliſh had placed in an hoſpital there; and, de- 
ſirous of intimidating Mehemet Ali Khan, whoſe 
puſillanimous character he was well apprized of, 
he ordered his troops to prepare ladders for ſcat- 
ing the ramparts of the place, himſelf animating 
and giving money to the workmen, .and promiſ- 
ing the higheſt rewards to his army if the town 
"ſhould be taken, and Mehemet Ali Khan made 
*prifoner. The view of all theſe preparations, 
and the reports of ſome priſoners who were ſuf- 
fered to eſcape for that purpoſe, terrified Mehe- 
met Ali Khan in ſuch a manner, that, in ſpite 
of every thing that 'Colonel- Call could urge; it 
was decided that an order ſhould be ſent to Ge- 
neral Smith, to raiſe the ſiege of Ballapour, which 
was already far adyanced, and come to, the relief 
of Oſcota. ' Fhe general, to whom the danger 
of Oſedta had been magnified, was obliged to 
comply with this order, though ſo very prejudi- 
eial to his operations. Mehemet Ali Khan was 
encouraged by the return of General Smith; but 
was determined to run no more riſk of falling i into 
the hands of Ayder, but to return without "delay 
to Madras. Colonel Call's colleague was of the 
ſame opinion; and General Smith alone not be- 
ing a committee of the council, was obliged to 
follow them; and that more eſpecially; as no- 
thing leſs than his whole army was neceſſary to 
leſcort them. They were under the neceſſity, at 
their departure, of leaving at Oſcota all that im- 
-menſe quantity of artillery and aramunition that 
{was Intended to boverthrow mea c raraeh] n 
. Ayder 


„ 
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Ayder gave himſelf very little trouble to re- 
take the number of places that were garriſoned 
by the Engliſh, but contented himſelf with fol- 
lowing their army, and harraſſing it; which he 
did in ſo vigorous a manner, that the terror of 
Mehemet Ali was not a little augmente. 
It was during the time that General Smith 4 
marched againſt Ballapour, that Ayder had the . _ 
ſatisfaction of beholding the return of his bro- 
ther-in-law, Mirza Ali Khan, whoſe defection 
had ſo ſenſibly afflicted him. This young man, 
whether from the natural goodneſs of his, heart, 0 
or from the contempt ſhewn him by Madurao, 
the Maratta general, and the other chiefs of that 
nation, was continually agitated: by remorſe for 
his paſt conduẽt; and had long reſſected on the 
means of regaining the friendſhip of his bro- 
| ther-in-law. - But when he ſaw him abandoned 
by Nizam, attacked by General Smith on. the 
ſide of Benguelour, and obliged to haſten with 
his ſon to defend the centre of his dominions, at- 
tacked by another Engliſh, army; when he re- 
flected that all the misfortunes of ha brother- in- 
law, the friend and protector of his youth, might 
with juſtice be attributed to his ingratitude, his 
remorſe was too keen to admit of longer delibera- 
tion. He made levies of troops, quickly placed 
himſelf at the head of twenty thouſand men, and 
traverſing the kingdoms of Scirra and Mayſſour, 
arrived within two leagues of Ayder's camp. At- 
tended by a few horſemen, he advanced to the 
outpoſts, where he announced his name, and re- 
queſted to ſpeak with Moctum. MoQtum, aſto- 
niſhed at ſo unexpected a meſſage, haſtened to 
meet bim. What has brought you here?“ 
demanded Moctum with an earneſt emotion, 
| when 


* 


nere 
when he ſaw the young prince.“ Repentanee, 
replied Mirza; „I come to repair as much as 
is in my power the injury I have done to our 
brother. I bring a much better army than I de- 
prived him of; and 1 offer my head to his mer- 
cy: bring me to him.” It was in vaih that 
Moctum repreſented that it would be proper to 
adviſe Ayder of his arrival. No,” exclaimed 
Mirza; bring me to my injured brother: I fear 
no conſequences but thoſe of not ſeeing him,” 
Mod um told him to follow him, and they ſoon 
arrived at the tent of Ayder. The young prince 
threw himſelf at Ayder's feet, who raiſed him, 
and embracing him This is' no ſurprize to 
me, Mirza,“ ſaid Ayder; “ I have long ex- 
pected thee.” The two armies joined; and 
ee one eſteemed this return of Mirza as a 

rd preſage of the return of Ayder's good for- 
tun 

Ayder, after following the army of General 
Smith as far as Vailour, changed entirely his 


manner of making war. He divided his cavalry 


into three bodies; of which he himſelf took one, 
and gave the command of the other two to Moc- 
tum and Mirza, his brothers-in-law : he kept no 
other troops but his grenadiers, his Caleros, and 
Carnates, which he likewiſe divided into three, 
between himſelf and his brothers-in- law, ſo as to 
form three flying camps. Theſe light armies 
traverſed the whole country, ſpreading terror and 
diforder every where, and throwing the council 
and all the Engliſh ſettlements into the greateſt 
conſternation. This was a ſubje& of great plea- 
ſantry and ſatisfaction to all the other Europeans 
in ; moſt of whom they had inſulted in the 
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ſnort period of their proſperity „ BY their quick 
movements the three armies ſeemed to be multi- 
plied; and the news of their appearance arriving 
from all parts, it was impoſſible to determine 
which way to face; and General Smith's army 
made a namber of uſelefs movements, that har- 
raſſed his troops without finding the enemy. 
The council determining to divide their army 
after the manner of Ayder, a body of troops un- 
der Colonel Frichman, a Swiſs, Who had never 
yet been engaged in ſervice againſt the Nabob, 
was entirely cut off; he himſelf, as it is et 
alone eſcaping by the ſwiftriefs of his horſe.” 
This colenel was marching: in a plain, ſurround- 
ed on three ſides with wood: his army, at moſt 
about four thouſand men, of Which ſix hundred 
were Europeans, marched in a long column, 
when ſome horſemen appeared at the bottom of 
the plain. Several of the officers repreſented to 
the colonel, that Ayder's cavalry was habituated 
to make ſudden attacks at full ſpeed; and thai it 
would be proper to cloſe the column, and ap- 
proach the wood, in order to ſupport themſelves , 
againſt it. The colonel laughed at this advice: 
« Be eaſy,” ſaid he, © you ſhall ſee how I will 
ſerve theſe Negroes.” The number of horſemen 
increaſing, and no one daring to ſpeak to the co- 

as al on a ſudden a cloud of duft appeared: 
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* They had demanded hte the French deſerters, who NO | 
ed at Pondicherry, ſhould be given up, together with the hories they 
had ſtolen from Ayder. | 

They had threatened the government-of Tranquebar ; ; and had 
forced them to give up an e they had lent to entice away the 
men of their garriſon. | 

They had compelled the governor of Paliaczte, 2 Dutch fort, to 
deliver up a Frenchman who had taken refuge i in that fortreſs, and 
had Ts ear. . 081 722 ö 
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the. colonel. then attempted to give his orders, 
AF but there was no time. Three [thouſand borſe- 
men fell on his little army, and every thing was 
in diſorder, in; an inſtant. The colonel, in the 
| general confuſion, haſtened to fly: he was pur- 
ſued, and, the goodneſs of his horſe alone pre- 
ſer ved him. Moctum, enraged: at the maſſacre 
of Darmapuri, : ſuffered his horſemen to act with 
unreſtrained tury. Above fifty. Engliſh: officers : 
were ſlain,:or made priſoners. Captain R=, 
who had ſurrendered Vaniambari, and had en- 
gaged not to ſerve for a year, was taken. It was 
more than ten months that he had ſigned the 
capitulation. He was, as it were, compelled by 
the governor of Madras to go with his garriſon 
of Seapoys to garriſon. in Madura, and was on 
his march with Colonel Frichman. Moctum, 
on whom theſe reaſons made no impreſſion, hav- 
ing found him marching in the body of the army, 
cauſed him to be hung on a tree, after. having 
4 _ refuſed, the other officers the. permiſſion to aſk. 
bei life of Ayder. : * theſe events happened i in 
1 68. n l o 
mo 1769, Ayder, on hs 1 being employed 
in following Colonel Wood, who commanded a 
body of ſeven or eight thouſand men, and being 
very near Thiagar, ſucceeded in falling upon his 
Tear-guard, and forced him to retire into a wood. 
This colonel was then endeavouring to throw a 
garriſon into a place named Elvaniſſour. The 
commandant he had nominated was the captain 
who ſtood firſt in the order of ſeniority; a brave 
man, but ſubject to the vice of drinking to ſuch 
an e as n to. render him incapable of _ 
a hb tetigne giving | 
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giving any orders: however, not to diſgrace him, 
and with the perſuaſion that Ayder would never 1 
undertake the ſiege, Colonel Wood ſuffered: him 
to poſſeſs the charge. It ſo happened, notwith- 
ſtanding, that the Nabob came before the place 
with ſome cavalry, a few hundred grenadiers, 
and ſome ſmall pieces of cannon, without either 

the means or the intention of making a ſiege. 
The captain commandant, abſolutely intoxicated; 
mounted his horſe, cauſed the gate to be open- 
ed, and rode directly towards Ayder's troops, de- 
manding to ſee the Nabob. Being conducted to 
the prince, he repreſented to him that he was 
governor of the place, and regarded it as an ho- 
nour to be beſieged by ſo great a ſovereignz that 
he hoped to deſerve his applauſe by making a 
brave defence; but that he and his garriſon hav- 
ing neither wine nor arrack, he had come, in re 
liance on his great reputation, to beg he — | 
either give or ſell them a proviſion of both, that; 
they might be enabled by their brave defence to, 
give him a, new occaſion of acquiring glory. 
Ayder, ſuppoſing him to be inſane, and not bes, - 
lieving him to be the governor of the place, pro- 
miſed to ſupply him with wine and arrack, pre- 
ſenting. him with various ſorts to taſte; ſo that 
the captain in a ſhort time was under the neceſ- 
ſity of being carried to bed. While he ſlept off 
his wine, he was ſhewn to ſeveral people of the 
town, and they all knew him, On his waking) 
he was informed, that, as he had entered their: 
camp as a ſpy, it was a decided thing that he 
ſhould, be hanged; but that, if he was really ge- 
vernor: of the place; he might give an order to 
ſurrender. it to ine it . left to his choice 
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either to give the order or to be hanged. 'The 
poor man obeyed, and ſigned the order; and, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, the command- 
ing officer under him obeyed the order, and 
opened the gates. In this manner Ayder took 
a place, with a regiment of Seapoys, by the ig- 
norance of him who obeyed the order, by the 
drunkenneſs of him who gave it, and ftill more 
by the imprudence of Colonel Wood. During 
the time theſe affairs were tranſacting, the ſon 
of Ayder and Mirz Feſoulla Khan, under whoſe 
command the greateſt part of the infantry and 
artillery were, buſied themſelves in retaking thoſe 
places the Engliſh had garriſoned; and in fac 
they retook them all, except Oſcota, in which 
| were a ſtrong garriſon, and a fine train of artil- 
lery, that Ayder hoped to obtain by a treaty of 
While the ravages, the ſucceſs, and the rapid 
movements of the Nabob held- the governor and 
council-in perplexity, a veſſel arrived from Eng- 
land with Mr. Dupre, ancient counſellor of Ma- 
dras, and eſteemed a man of great ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding, He was ſent out to take the go- 
vernment of that place on the firſt of January, 
17%, and arrived early in March 1769. He 
had orders for the governor and council of Ma- 
dras to make peace on any terms. N 
The Company were weary of attending to the 
| flattering hopes of conqueſts that were promiſed 
in the letters from Madras. Inſtead of the dia- 
monds and treaſures of Ayder, they ſaw nothing 
arrive from Madras but bills of exchange, drawn 
on them by the government of that place: they 
therefore thought it their intereſt to make peace 
with Ayder at any price, if for no other . i 
15 | than 
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than to prevent the fall of their ſtock. But it is 


the great defect of all companies, that even their 


moſt eſſential deliberations cannot be kept ſecret. 
The reſolution that any power takes to ſolicit 
peace, ought above all things to be concealed ; 
and the axiom, Si vi- pacem, para bellum, de- 
ſerves the utmoſt attention. The Company's 
envoy ſignified and declared, that a meſſenger 
muſt be diſpatched to Ayder to requeſt peace. 
The perſon charged with this miſſion: received 
for anſwer, © I am coming to the gates of Ma- 
dras, and I will there liſten to the propoſitions the 
governor and council may have to make.“ This 
anſwer was taken for a declaration, that the Na- 
bob was determined to beſiege the town. Pre- 
parations were conſequently made, and orders 
given to the two armies to unite and enca amp 
near Madras. . 
Ayder Ali Khan 'colitididhnt tis ee ; 
came near Pondicherry' and Godelour, and ad- 
vanced as far as Collentz, ſeven leagues from 
Madras on the Pondicherry road. The Engliſh 
army prepared to defend the paſſage of the river 
of St. Thomas, when Ayder ſuddenly diſappear- 
ed, and while all the world was at a loſs to de- 
termine where he was, he all at once ſhewed 
himſelf at the gates of Madras on the Paliacat 
ſide, and diſpatched a flag of truce to demand what 


propoſitions they had to make. The whole town 1 


was inſtantly in an alarm, the Engliſh army being 
a league and a half on the other ade. The 
council deputed Meſſrs. Dupre and Boſchier, the 
done appointed governor for the year 1730, and 
the other brother to the then governor. They 
Were received with” great politeneſs. ; A aw 
* of arms was agreed on for the environs of 
O 2 Madras 


the following effect: 
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Madras only. Ayder promiſed to eſtabliſh his 
quarters on St. Thomas's mount; and on the 


I sth of April 1769, two treaties were ſigned. to 


In the firſt, which is in the A of the LY 
of England, it is agreed, that there ſhall be 


peace and friendſhip. between George III. king 
of Great Britain, & c. and Ayder Ali Khan Suba 


of Scirra, &c. and their reſpective ſubjects; that 


all the priſoners ſhall be given up on both ſides 3 


and that there ſhall be an abſolute liberty of com- 
merce between the ſubjects, and in all the do- 


minions, of the two ſovereigns, in the ſame 


manner as before the anne deeper et of hoſti- 
lities. f 


The ſecond treaty between Ayder ang — 4 
met Ali Khan implied, -firſt, that Mehemet Ali 
Khan ſhould immediately evacuate the town and 


fortreſs of. Oſcota, which. ſhould remain in the 


ſame ſtate as at the ſigning of the treaty; that 
all the artillery, . arms, and ammunition whatſo- 
ever ſhould be delivered to Ayder *; and the 
garriſon ſhould retire into the country of Arcot 
by the ſhorteſt road. Secondly, That Mehemet 
Al; Khan ſhould. annually pay a tribute of fix 
lacks, of rupees, of which the frſt year's revenue 
ſhould be paid down. 7 \Thicdly, „That all the 
families of the princes, and other perſons of diſ- 
tinction, formerly eſtabliſhed | in, the country 


5 uh Arcot, and then priſoners, ſhould be ſet at 


large, and be bh ha to ecke Where they 
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It may here be added, that ſix thouſand f 
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The other articles of this treaty are net inte- N 


reſting. 
The Engliſh Chinjany engaged ent he for 
the performance of this, and Feemien to preſent 
Ayder Ali Khan with a fifty-gun ſhip “, inſtead of 
that which had been ſeized at Bombay, and 
was become unfit for ſervice; The Company 
likewiſe engaged- to ſupply: Ayder with twelve 
hundred Europeans to ſerve in his army as of- 
ten as he ſhould demand it. An engagement 
of the ſame nature was already ſubfiſting be- 
tween the Company and Nizam Daulla, Suba 
of Decan. 
The council of Madras made the moſt ſu- 
perb preſents to Ayder; and that prince, in re- 
turn, preſented them with much more valua- 
ble effects, both in gold and filyer. The two 
treaties were made to ſave the honour of the 
king and Engliſh nation; and conſequently the 
firſt treaty only was made public by authority. 
But as there is always an oppoſition wherever 
there is an Engliſh government, the ſecond 
treaty. was ſoon made public in England and 
elſewhere ; with ſuch annotations as the inte- 
reſts or opinions of individuals might lead them 
to make. A 5 
Colonel Call, the principal author of the 
laſt war, was one of thoſe who moſt formally 
oppoſed the preſent treaty. General Smith, 
Who had given his opinion for peace Wheh⸗ . 
ever Ayder propoſed it, being perſuaded that. Fog 
* This ſhip was given in 1772, or 1773. It is ſaid that it was a 


new ſhip, 1 painted and gilt, with all its cannon of braſs; but 
t 


that it was built in ſuch a ee to be unkit for any uſe but pe” 
rade in a harbour, . 


r Y 
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it might be concluded on with credit to his 


| cpumey, was, however, againſt the preſent 
peace. He urged, that it was out of the 
power of Ayder to do any future injury to the 

Engliſh, ſince it was in his power to prevent 
that Nabob from undertaking any ſiege: and 
he added, that there was no doubt but Ayder 
would be the firſt to give up a war he could not 
continue with any advantage; more eſpecially 
as his truce with the Marattas expired at the 
end of the current year; and the prince was too 
intelligent not to be deſirous of finiſhing the pre- 

ſent war before he engaged in another. So that 
by holding out a ſhort time longer, and refuſing 
his propoſitions with the ſame haughtineſs as 
they were made with, he would be forced to 
recur to thoſe he had made after the ſiege o 
Ambour. To all theſe reaſons he joined, that, 
in ſigning a ſhameful treaty with Ayder, they 
would diſhonour the Engliſh name, that had 
never yet receiyed a blemiſh in any of their wars 
with the Indians. 

We ſhall finiſh the hiſtory of this war by = 
ſcribing a print, that ſhews, with conſiderable 
accuracy, the different ſentiments of thoſe wo 
were then at the head of the Madras govern- 
ment. 

There was . to the gate of Fort st. George, 


. called the Royal Gate, a deſign, in which was 


ſeen Ayder Ali Khan ſeated under a canopy, upon 
a pile of cannon; Mr. Dupre and the other ambaſ- 
fador being on their knees before him. Ayder, 
held | in his pg | hand the noſe * of Mr. Dupre, 


Wt | nl 8 . drawn 


* This ad is dignified vith 4 noſe of an enormous 
A 
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drawn in the form of an elephant's trunk, which 
he ſhook for the purpoſe of making him vomit 
guineas-and pagodas, that were ſeen iſſuing from 
the mouth of this plenipotentiary. In the back 
ground appeared Fort St. George; and on one 
of the baſtions, the governor and council were 
drawn on their knees, holding out their hands 
to the Nabob. On one ſide of the council, was 
a large maſtiff growling at Ayder, the letters ]. C. 
(for John Call) being marked on his collar; and 
behind SJ maſtiff ſtood a little French dog, 
buſily employed licking his poſteriors.' This laſt 
animal was adorned: with a ſtar, ſuch as the 
Chevalier de Chriſt, Colonel Call's confidant, 
wore. Ata diſtance were ſeen the Engliſh camp, 
and General Smith holding the treaty of peace 
in his hand, and breaking his ſword. 

By this peace, Ayder Ali Khan gloriouſly finiſh- 
ed a war, Which all India ſuppoſed. would termi · 
nate in his ruin. 

When Ayder quitted Madras, he marched by 
way of Oſcota and Benguelour, to diſpoſe of all 
the artillery- and ammunition which the garriſon 
of the former place were commanded to deliver 
to him. After taking poſſeſſion uf the whole, he 

diſperſed his troops inte good quarters, that they 
might refreſh themſelves, and be of good ſervice 
to him in the approaching war with the Marattas, 
which he knew to be inevitable. _ 5 

The Marattas ſuppoſe they have a legitimate 
right to one fifth part of the revenue of certain 
parts of Indoſtan, by virtue of a gift made them 
by Aurengzebe. Ayder, as we have already 
obſerved *, does not acknowledge this claim. 


* See the note, vol. i, page 136, 
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He gives money to the Marattas when the neceſ- 
fity of his affairs does not permit him to refuſe it; 
_* but he never makes any other treaty with them 
than a truce for three years, not chuſing to own 
the legitimacy of their demand; and the Marattas 
themſelves are better ſatisfied with this mode of 
adjuſtment, than to continue the war at the riſque 
of being forced to abandon their claim. 
 Madurao, who was not then arrived at his 
anf eentieth year, and already poſſeſſed all 
the qualities that form the hero, was far from 
wiſning to conſent to any thing that could pre- 
judice the honour and intereſts of his nation. 
He burned with the deſire of oppoſing himſelf 
alone againſt Ayder. In conſequence of the 
different ſentiments of the two warriors, the 
greateſt preparations were made on both ſides 
and the Marattas, as uſual, came into the field 
in November, and approached Scirra in the 
month of December. They found Ayder Ali 
Khan encamped near that city; and in ſpite of 
all the ardour and courage of Madurao, the po- 
ſition of the Nabob appeared ſo reſpectable that 
he durſt not attack him. But the Marattas being 
in poſſeſſion of Maggheri and Mark Scirra, places 
acquired by the defection of Mirza, had the fa- 
eility to ſpread themſelves in the plain of Mayſ- 
ſour. Ayder was obliged to follow them, and 
to encamp on the iſland of Syringpatnam, which 
he had newly fortified, and put under the com- 
mand of Mirr Feſoulla Khan, with a good body 
of infantry. As he returned from Scirra by Biſ- 
nagar, and kept near the mountains that cover 
the kindom of Canara, he covered that kingdom, 
and could not be ſutrounded in his march to 
| | | Syring- 


— 
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Syringpatnam, though the Marattas harraſſed 
bit continually. | 

Very early in the year. 1 ads Ayder arrived 
in the iſland, and was in perfect ſecurity from the 
Marattas. He ſuffered them to traverſe the coun- 
try, which he had not laid waſte as he did when 
their nation had joined the Engliſh' and Nizam 
Ali. He had no apprehenſion that the Marattas 
would employ themſelves in ſieges like the Eng- 
liſh; and he relied on the generoſity of Madurao, 
| whom he knew to be incapable. of deſtroying 

for the ſole pleaſure of doing «miſchief ; that 
general ſuffering his troops only to forage, and 
e the flat amen uccerding to thew cuſ- 
tom. „ ; 3: * 

The Maratta army was compoſed of two Hl 
| dredithoufend: men, of which above one hundted 
thouſand were cavalry. Againſt ſuch an army 
Ayder riſqued much if he loſt'a battle, and could 
gain little by deſtroying a part of them. The 
Nabob therefore continued in his camp, notwith- 
ſtanding many feints and temptations that were 
held out to him by the Maratta general. At 
length this young warrior pretended to retire, 
and take the road to the kingdom of Benguelour. 

Ayder thought he might with advantage follow 
the enemy in a country that was very favourable 
to his infantry, who were much ſuperior! to thoſe 
of Madurao. He: had already "marched "nine 
leagues, and hoped that very evening to gain 
a covered country, where it would be in his 
power to gain advantageous Poſitions, as well for 
the purpoſe of harraſſing the Marattas in his 
turn; as for the eaſy ſubſiſtence of his army. But 
me Marattas having briſkly returned, obliged him 
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to encamp in a place, where ed he was in no 
danger of being attacked, but where the enemy 
entirely inveſted him, and cut off his communi- 
cation and means of ſubſiſtence from all ſides ; ſo 
that he was obliged to quit his camp, and retire 
towards Syringpatnam. The Maratta army ap- 
peared to direct their care and attention to prevent 
him from following the road to the kingdom of 
Benguelour and the neighbouring mountains, 
While they left the road to Syingpatnam free. 
Ayder chuſing the night, as the moſt favourable 
to his infantry, depoſited the greateſt part of his 
artillery and baggage in a fortreſs, againſt which 
he had pitched his camp *: and at about eleven 
at night he began his march in a ſquare battalion. 
His infantry was formed into two columns, and 
his cavalry at the head and rear cloſed the ſquare, 
in the centre of which was the baggage, and the 
artillery-at each end. This order of marching 
did not admit of much expedition; but he had 
already advanced more than three leagues by 
Four in the morning, when it appeared that they 
were not purſued, and that probably the Maratta 
army was unappriz ed of their march. There were 
not then more than two leagues to be traverſed, 
before they would arrive at a camp where they 
might ſafely remain till night; aud one ſingle 
night would have been ſufficient to have brought 
them to Sycingpatnam. Every one ſuppoſed that 
nothing was to be feared, when a numerous corps 
5 Ne nee of; Want twelve Abouſang 
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The 8 of the preſent Ader was in lacie at the time of 
this event; but was not a witneſs of this ſtratagem of the Marat tas. 
He gives the recital as he had it from an cke of diſtinction in 
Hyder's army on the ſpot. » 


\ 
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Horſe, appeared drawn up in order of battle, not 
behind them as expected, but in front to oppoſe 


their march. Ayder ordered the march to be ; be 


continued, making uſe of the artillery only to 
oblige the enemy's cavalry to' give way. The 
cannonade appeared to ſucceed, and the army 
marched! forward, though lowly ; When at day- 


break the whole Maratta cavalry appeared, and 


in a ſhort time ſurrounded Ayder's army. The 
enemy made ſeveral charges, which were well 


fuſtained and repulſed : but Mirza, who com- 


manded the cavalry in the van, fuffered, himſelf 
to be hurried: away by his eagerneſs to follow the 
enemy he had repulſed. He quickly attempted 
to return, for fear of leaving the infantry without 
defence; but the cavalry he purſued were cloſe 


at his heels, and entered the battalion with him. 


In an inſtant every thing is in the greateſt dif. 
order ; the army is beaten and diſperſed; Ayder 


Ali Khan is himſelf wounded, and many of His 
friends ſlain, and among athers Ali Jami Khan, 


Nabob of Vendevacki. Almoſt all the troops threw: 
down their arms. A ſingle. battaliow of grenadier- 


Topaſſes formed themſelves i into a clbſe column, 


and made way by their fire to an eminence, where 


* . 


their commander * died of his wounds. This 


battalion was led to Syringpatnam by a young 


officer, who was wounded in the ſhoulder, and 


was the only ſurviving officer of the corps. 


Ayder, 


* He was a native of Weſtphalia, w ho had zepte almoſt ir 


the languages. of India. The Aue of this Hiſtory took bim 
into his lervice as an interpreter. He was afterwards made 

tain of grenadier Topaſſes, at the formation of that body of troops. 
He died gloriouſiy at the head of his battalions His name Was 
| Lene,——The young officer is a Malteſe; his name is Mammon. 
The Author introduced him to Ayder.. 


— 
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Ayder, after running the greateſt riſques, ar- 
rived at his camp with the entire loſs of his army, 


artillery, baggage, ammunition, and colours. As 
it is not cuſtomary in India to make priſoners of 


common ſoldiers, or even ſubaltern officers, the 
greateſt part returned to him, though without 
horſes or arms; but, by means of his reſources, 


Ayder eſtabliſhed his army, in a ſhort time, in a 


better ſtate than before. It will ſcarcely be cre- 
dited that he purchaſed again of the Marattas 
themſelves the greateſt part of the arms and 


horſes they had taken from him: but this ariſes 


from the nature of their government, which is 


purely feodal, every man having a right to diſ- 
Poſe of his ſhare of the plunder as he thinks 


Proper. 


Madurao, however, N this occaſion 
to begin the formation of a body of Seapoys, 
with the muſquets that fell to his. ſhare after the 


defeat of Ayder's army. 


Many French officers lately Unived were pre- 
ſent at this battle, ſimply as volunteers: they 
were almoſt all wounded, and one was killed. 
M. Hughel, who had formerly ſerved Ayder as 
commander of the French cavalry from Pondi- 
cherry, was wounded, and afterwards died at 
Tranquebar in conſequence of his wounds. 

There were likewiſe ſeveral Engliſh officers 
preſent; and among them Colonel Stewart, 
who arreſted Lord Pigot, and who was reported 


to have been lain in the preſent war in the firſt 


battle between Ayder and General Coote. 

After this battle Ayder kept conſtantly within 

his camp at Syringpatnam; and the greater 

ber of the. in, chiefs having left the 
army, 
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army, on account of their ſix months ſervice 
| being expired, Madurao renewed the truce. with 
Ayder, who was obliged to open his purſe upon 
the occaſion, thungh ke had promiſed himſelf 
2. contrary. This truce was made in July 
1771; but i it was for no more than a year. 
Mirza Ali Khan, who, as we have ohſerv- 
ed, was the cauſe ot the loſs of this battle, was 
taken priſoner, and conducted to Madurao, who 
addreſſed him thus, „Since you have made 
war upon us with the power we have given 
you, we ſhould act properly if we were to take 
every thing from you, and confine you for life; 
yet, however, if you will ſwear never to bear 
arms againſt the Marattas, I will reſtore your 
dominions. and your liberty.” Mirza took. the 
| oath. without | heſitation; and Madurao having 
ſet him at liberty, he departed to his ſmall ſtate, 
where he made an abſolute donation of all his 
property, dominions, and troops to his brother- 
in-law Ay der; and a few days after became a 
Fakir, which in Perſian ſignifies a mendicant, a 
man who voluntarily embraces poverty. — This 
claſs of men make no vows, in which reſpect 
they differ from monks, who cannot quit their 
ſtate; neither do they, like them, live in com- 
munities. He wrote to his brother-in-law. the 
reaſons that induced him to take this reſolution, 
informing him that he ſaw no other means of 
preſerving what he had conſecrated to his ſer- 
vice; and aſſuring him that if circumſtances 
ſhould in future point out occaſions for him to 
be uſeful, he ſhould always be ready, however 
dangerous the ſervice. And, in fact, when Ay- 
der is at war with any other enemies than the 
M.,arattas, 


— 


run mi Toryor 
Marattas, Mirza takes arms and follows the 

| camp, as he does in the + rok war againſt the 
Engliſh. 5 . 

Ayder employed this ſhort time in producing 
diviſions among the Marattas; and from thence 
aroſe the cataſtrophe that deprived young Madu- 

rao of lite, to the extreme grief of Ayder. 

KRaguba, uncle of Madurao, having perform- 
ed the functions of general during the minority 
of his nephew, beheld himſelf, not without great 
pain, reduced to the ſtate of an individual, after 
he had ſecured the dignity that devolved of 
courſe to his nephew. During his regency he 
had filled all India with his fame, and obliged 
the Emperor of the Mogols to fly from Dehli, 
his capital, which he had deſtroyed and plunder- 
ed in ſuch a manner as perhaps never to recover 
its former ſplendour; while the emperor him- 
ſelf, by that event, became reduced to a mere 

1 phantom, poſſeſſing no more than the ſhadow 
of the power, the riches, and the grandeur ol 
the ancient emperors. 

Madurao, young, ambitious, and elated with 
his increafing reputation, diſdained to liſten to 

the counſels of his uncle Raguba and »the 
other chiefs of his party, which induced the 
old general to contrive plots for his deſtruction. 
Madurao having determined to carry the war 
into the environs of Dehli, and on the Ganges, 
found much oppoſition in the national council: 
his opinion however prevailed, and he marched 
with a powerful army at the end of November 
17972, leaving a conſiderable force in the hands 
of a Maratta general, named Goupalrao, to 
carry on the war with Ayder Ali Khan. The 
army 
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army of this general was not at all comparable 
to that of Madurao when he made war in Mayſ- 
ſour; he therefore ſuffered Avder to recover 
Mark Scirra and Maggheri, which produced a 
ſuſpicion that he was either intimidated by the 
arms, or n * any: bribes of that 1 
kate. þ 
 Madurao did not. meet with all the, ſucceſs in 
i north of Indoſtan that he had expected, and 
marched his army back into the Maratta coun- 
try. During his march there were many ſedi- 
tions among his troops, moſt probably in con- 
ſequence of a plot contrived againſt: the young 
prince: he was found aſſaſſinated in his tent in 
the year 1773, before his arrival at Poni, the 
uſual refidence of the general of the Marattas. 
As he left only one ſon, an infant, his uncle 
Raguba aſſumed the regency by his own proper 
authority. The cruel and unexpected death of 
the young Madurao, who was beloved by his 
ſoldiers, gave riſe to ſuſpicions among the prin- 
cipal chiefs that Raguba was either the autkor 
or accomplice of the aſſaſſination of bis nephew. 
A conſpiracy almoſt univerſal being formed againſt 
him, he attempted to collect and: form an army 
of the troops in which he could place moſt 
confidence; but he had ſcarcely began his march 
againſt his enemies, when the greateſt part of 
his ſoldiers leſt him. Perceiving himſelf aban- 
doned, he had only time to take refuge among 
the Engliſh at Bombay, who received him with 
open arms, and promiſed him aſſiſtance. In 
return for this! ſupport, he thought proper to 


make a treaty, by which he granted very advan- 
tageous conceſſions to the Engliſh nation; and 


among 


. 
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among others, never to demand the Chotay, or 
one fifth. part of the revenue of all the lands the 
Engliſh might poſſeſs in Indoſtan. 

On the news of this treaty being beende to 
the government of Bengal, General Goddard was 
diſpatched from the banks of the Ganges with an 
army of eight thouſand. men, twelve hundred 
being Europeans. With this force he croſſed 
the peninſula, marching about ſix hundred leagues, 
in ſpite of all the petty princes whoſe domini- 
ons he traverſed, and at length arrived at the 
banks of the Sindi or Indus. He found that 
the Marattas, after having ſurrounded the gom- 
bay forces commanded by the governor of that 
iſland, had forced him to capitulate; and that 
the governor had promiſed to abandon Raguba, 
to interfere no more in the affairs of the Ma. 
ratta nation, and had annulled the treaty made 
with the fugitive general. This laſt event hogs 
RW" in 1774. 

General Goddard, without waiting 8 any 
dues: declared the bapitulatitin, as well as the 
conſequent treaty ſigned by the governor of Bom- 
bay, to be null and void. Thus the war com- 
menced again; and this general, who if he had 
belonged to any other power would have been 
criminated, had the good fortune to ſee his au- 
dacity crowned by many via ries, which how= 
ever finiſhed by obliging him to act only on the 
defenſive, his ſucceſſes even deſtroying his.army, 
and the Marattas ſeeming to multiply in 'conſe> 
quence of. their defeats; becauſe they were de- 
ending their own homes, and their won is 
_—_— eee. | ATE ITE ITED: 
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Ayder, who, as we have before ic had 
deren the troubles that agitated the Maratta | 
nation, took, at the beginning, the part of R- 

guba (which aſſuredly he would not have done, 
if he had had only that war to ſupport), In 
conſequence of this proceeding, after the de- 
feat of the regent and the Bombay army, ſeve- 
ral Maratta chieſs, who ſupported the party of 
Raguba, and among them Goupalrao, were 
forced to throw themſelves into his protection. 
He furniſhed them with troops, and taking ad- 
vantage of the diſtraction of the Maratta nati- 
on, in conſequence of the victories of General 
Goddard, he took a number of their ſtrong 
places, which now form a ſecond barrier be- 
yond Scirra, Maggheri, and Mark | Scirra, 
Though the greateſt number of theſe places 
are of great ſtrength, and advantageouſly poſt: 
ed, yet the moſt part were taken by ſimple 
blockade; Which occaſioned Ayder to employ 
ſeveral years in this war. He did not think 
proper to take more vigorous meaſures, . 
fear of obliging the Maratta nation to ac- 
commodate their difference with the Engliſnßn; 
which, however, was a very difficult thing to 
be brought about, on account of the horror 
and averſion that Win had conceived ane 
Raguba. „ e HI Dug EN Pig 

In the year 1 7755 4 NN by. the 
employment the Engliſh gave the Marattas in 
the defence of their own poſſeſſions,” embraced 
the opportunity of ſending a ſmall army, uns 
der Cina Serrao, a Maratta lord, who had 
ſerved him from his infancy, to puniſh the Su- 
morin, and ohen — of the Malabar coaſt. 

This 


q - R Wen * 
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This prince refuſed to pay the tribute he had 
conſented to give, when Ayder, in 1767, reſ- 
tored his dominions. 'The Samorin, fearing the 
anger of the Nabob, thought to ſecure him 
ſelf by offering to become a vaſſal to the 
crown of France. The commandant of Mahé 
accepted the gift of the Samorin, and came 
with a few troops to take poſſeſſion of the for- 
treſs of Calicut, where he hoiſted the French 
ſtandard. This was a moſt imprudent and in- 
conſiderate ſtep, for many reaſons. 
PFirſt, the commandant of Mahé had not 
; . ſufficient to ſuſtain the conſequences of 
this act; the number of troops on the Mahé 
eſtabliſhment not being more than one hundred 
2 fifty men. 

Secondly, he ought not to have made an 

ment in the name of the French king, 

without being firſt authoriſed by the com- 
mandant general of the French eſtabliſhments 
in India. | 

- Thirdly, he could not but know that Ayder Ali 
Khan was reputed the natural ally of France; 
and that the Nabob had claims on the whole 
country of the Nayres, by an authentic treaty, 
concluded by the mediation of his predeceſſor 
at Mahé. | 

Cina 1 Ayder 8 enen paid all the 
reſpe& to the French colouts which his poſi- 
tive orders to take poſſeſſion of Calicut per- 
mitted him to ſhew. But he gave advice to 
** maſter of all that had paſſed; and the lat- 

ter having written to the commandant-generat 

at Pondicherry, the commandant at Mahé was 
recalled, and ä troops wok: poſſeſſion of 
21% Calicut, 
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Calicut, which, as well as the reſt of the Ma- 
labar coaſt, has ever ſince remained under the 
power of that prince. 

Ayder being informed, in the month I Au- 
guſt 1778, that hoſtilities had commenced be- 
tween England and France, made a truce of 
ſix years with the Marattas, by which they 
ſuffered him ro retain. all his conqueſts. The 
time required for the concluſion of this treaty, 


and the great diſtance between the Maratta 
frontier and the Nabobſhip of Arcot, did not 


permit Ayder to arrive in time to prevent the 
capture of Pondicherry, which ſurrendered in 
the month of October. The Nabob not hav- 
ing arrived on the frontiers before the month 
of November, laid ſiege to Chiteldroue, whoſe 
lord or Paleagar being a vaſſal of Mayſſour, was 


encouraged by the promiſe of ſupport from the 


Engliſh to refuſe obedience. to the orders of 
Ayder. This place ſurrendered at the begin- 
ning of January, 1779. During tbe ſiege, Ay 
der announced to all India the project he had 
formed of attacking the Engliſh. His principal 
invitation was to induce Nizam Daulla to at- 
tack them to the north of Mazulipatnam, in 
order to recover the four provinces they had 
extorted from him. The Suba promiſed to 
make the attack that was propoſed to him; but, 
whether from timidity or the intrigues of the 
_ Engliſh, he did not keep his promiſe, but calm- 
ly ſuffered Ayder to bear all the dangers of the 
war, and to enjoy, without - the: participation of 
any other ſovereign, the glory of en the hen 
berator of India, | | 
We can give no details of the deg of 
Ayder i in the preſent war, — no other ma- 


terials 
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terials than the relations of the 'Engliſh ; and 
on theſe we can place no dependance, becauſe 
they are ſabricated in India to deceive the En- 
gliſn government, and afterwards arranged in 
Europe accerding to circumſtances, and the ne- 
ceſſity of impoſing on the people. So that the 


only thing that bears the appearance of truth, 
is a letter from General Coote, in which we 


tee that Ayder is maſter of the Company; that 
in November 1581, he blockaded four places at 


one; that General Coote marched with his 
army from Madras to ſupply thoſe places with 
. proviſions, without accompliſhing his purpoſe as 


effectually as the neceſſity of the caſe demand- 
ed; that the difficulty of ſubſiſting his army 


obliged him to bring it back into the environs 


of Madras; that in his marches bis troops had 


always been” harraſſed by the cavalry and artil- 
lery of Ayder; that he had fought four obſti- 
nate battles with Ayder, and gained the field, 


without ſpeaking of his having taken either pri- 
ſoners, colours, or ſtandards: to all which he 


adds, that he ſends Colonel Crawford, who will 
explain the true ſtate of affairs. It may be 


concluded from this letter; chat the Engltſh- are 
engaged in a moſt ruinous war, and that, with 
the aſſiſtance of the French, it may be "hoped 
this prince will '{ycceed in taking poſſeſſion of 
the whole Nabobſhip of Arcot, to which his fon 


has ſo juſt a title by the Pr of 3 as Has 
been ſheẽ wn. | 


The (lirect neus n Ayder' 8 ry gives 


an account of the capture of Chiteldrouc, and 


the particulars of a council held before they 
entered the country of Arcot. It was delibe- 
F THYA0 cies 21314 rated 


ran 
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rated whether he mould attack the Engliſh, 


or wait till the landing of the French forces. 


The latter it ſeems was the general opinion, 
and even that of the European officers; but 
his ſon Tippou Saeb was of the contrary opi- 
nion, and remonſtrated that the Nabob had 
threatened ſo much to attack the Engliſh, that 
his reputation neceſſarily required him. to pre- 
ceed. A 


Tippou Saeb ſpoke with ſo much ſpirit and 


animation, that he was joined by the whole 


council. It was this young prince who decided 


the battle that was attended with the deaths of 


the Colonels Baillie and Fletcher, by taking ad- 
vantage of the diſorder the Engliſh army was 


thrown into by the blowing up of their ammu- 


nition waggons, to fall on them with his caval- 
ry. The total defeat of a detachment com- 


manded by Colonel Brawlie is likewiſe an ex- 
ploit of Tippou Saeb; who having began, like 


Alexander, to gain battles at the age of eighteen, 
continues to march in the ſteps of that Grecian 
hero, whom he may one day reſemble as well 
by the heroiſm of his actions as by the multi- 


plicity of his conqueſts. As to Ayder, we may 
compare him to Philip of Macedon, who form- 


ed the troops that procured the numerous victo- 
ries of his ſon, and ſubdued the Greeks his 


neighbours, who were the enemies that were 


the moſt difficult to conquer. 
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